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Hello, listening friends.
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Thank you very much for tuning in to this
broadcast.
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We have been talking about Moses
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and, today, | want to tell you that God
commanded Moses to build a tabernacle.
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This large tent would symbolize God’s
dwelling among His people.
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Imagine a large arena surrounded by houses -
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up the hills, down the valley - everywhere, so
that, from every window, people could see the
arena.
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This large tent of the Lord’s was in the middle
of the town
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and it was surrounded by the tents where God|

people dwelt
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so, every time they looked outside their door,
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they remembered the presence of God.
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The tabernacle was a foreshadowing of the
literal presence of God among His people, the
church,
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and that is what John said about Jesus in his
Gospel, Chapter 1 --
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that “he ‘tabernacled’ among us and we beheld
his glory.”
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Not in a symbolic form, but in person.
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Not in a shadow, but in reality,
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and John said, “He dwelt among us and we
beheld his glory,
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the glory of the only Son of the Father.”
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After the people of God were judged for the sin
of idolatry,
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now, they were ready to obey the Lord;
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SO we see the response to the building of the
tabernacle.
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God had, so far, supernaturally provided for
their protection from the plagues of Egypt.
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God, so far, supernaturally provided for their
escape from the land of slavery.
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God, so far, supernaturally provided for their
crossing of the Red Sea.
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God, so far, supernaturally provided for them
manna from Heaven.
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God, so far, supernaturally provided for them
sweet water out of bitter water.
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God, so far, supernaturally provided them with
a cloud by day and pillar of fire by night;
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then, why on earth didn’t God just provide
them with a tabernacle to worship in?
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Because Deuteronomy, Chapter 2, verse 7, te
us,

WoNTEH amic sl 2 85 7 IR &R A -
“The Lord your God has been with you and
you have not lacked anything.”
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God gave and gave and gave.
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He gave when they praised Him.
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He gave when they complained and murmure(
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He gave to them, not because of their
faithfulness, but because of His faithfulness.
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Now, | want you to imagine a father who gives
his son everything,
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but he asks nothing of his son.
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The boy grows up to be a teenager,
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and he gets everything he asks for.
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He never lifts a finger to do anything around
the house;
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never having any type of chores to take care of;
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never to help anyone else in the family.
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He only gets and gets and gets.

R AW 2 » 35 » 2 -

Then, he grows up to be a man
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and the same thing just keeps on going.

R AERFRIFERIIE T -

Imagine what kind of a husband he would be.
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Imagine what kind of an employee he would be.
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Imagine what kind of a citizen he would make.
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Imagine what kind of a church member he
would be.
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Would anyone in his right mind say that this
son is healthy emotionally, let alone spiritually?
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No.
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In the same way, God was training His people
to be emotionally and spiritually healthy.
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In the same way, God longs for those who
claim to be saved by His grace
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to be emotionally and spiritually healthy.
TELEEA R % - #P RS -

How does He do that?
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By teaching them to give of their substance.
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You receive salvation by grace.
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You receive His protection by grace.
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You receive His provision by grace.
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You receive your daily needs by His grace.
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You receive guidance by His grace,
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and on and on and on.
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What kind of a Christian will you be
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if you cannot see it in your heart to give back t
God?
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What kind of a son or a daughter would take

and take; receive and receive; get and get and
give so little in return?
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That's why God told His people first to give ter
percent to the Levites,
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then, the second ten percent as a first fruit;
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then, a third tithe every third year, to the poor,
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and, on top of that, a free will offering.
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What is God doing?
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Is He trying to make them miserable?
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No. He wanted them to remember that He is
the owner.
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God told the parents to teach their children all
of these things. Why?
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So that their children grow up understanding
the debt they owe to God.
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Giving back to God the firstfruit not only
demonstrates God’s ownership,
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but it also tells us to trust God.
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The nature of the firstfruit is to be taken off the
top,
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not the leftover.
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The nature of the firstfruit is both best and first
not the inferior.
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For most people are like the farmer who owned
two calves,
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one brown and one white.

fip A — L E R ER - —LEHER -

He told his family that he was going to give one
of them to the Lord,
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but he did not say which one
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or when he will give it to the Lord;
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so, when one of the calves died,
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the farmer shook his head and said, “Too bad!
The Lord’s calf died.”
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That kind of attitude, when it is practiced,
brings the judgment of God.
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God said, in Malachi 3,
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“Will a man rob God?
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Yet you rob me.”
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“But you ask, ‘How do | rob you?’
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In the tithe and offering.
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You are cursed with a curse because you are
robbing Me..”
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and God goes on to say,
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“Bring the whole tithe to the storehouse.
Don't hold back any of it.”
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In fact, the only time that God says, “Test me,’
was in the area of money.
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“Let Me show you whether | would not open
the windows of Heaven
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and pour My blessings on you that you cannot
contain them all.”
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Have you been praying for something and Goq
has not answered your prayer?
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Have you considered that you may be robbing
God
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and God is not going to answer prayer until yo
come clean with Him?
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Nowhere in the Bible does God say that He is
delighted in self centered, spoiled children.
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The tithe of the firstfruit is not only recognizing
God’s ownership,
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it is not only saying to God, “God, we trust
You,”
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but in giving, you are saying, “God, | belong to
You.”
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In giving, you are saying, “Everything | have
comes from You and | belong to You.”
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When God asked the people of God to give

different things for the building of the
tabernacle,
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He was not asking them to give their tithe.
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He was not asking them to give their firstfruit,
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but He was asking them to give a free will
offering.
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My listening friend, this is very important.
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The tithe was the test of their obedience,
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but the free will offering was a test of
demonstrating of love and joy and a heart of
worship.
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In Exodus 35 and 36, we read of the flood of
generosity among the people.
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There was a contagious spirit of giving --
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so much so, that the people brought more than
enough
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and, literally, they had to be restrained from
giving.
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This was beyond the tithe and beyond the
firstfruit.
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Just think about this.

It is estimated that the cost of the tabernacle

would be equal to five million dollars of our

today’s money.
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This is not bad for a bunch of refugees,
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but there is something else that is very

important here | want you to notice before |
conclude.
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When they got swept off by the spirit of giving,
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they were transformed from being gripers and

whiners into being joyful worshippers.
MATTNGF A& 22595 ~ BERHEBRI A » BN
SRR -

Nothing would make you a more joyful person

than the spirit of giving.
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There’s something else that’'s very important
here.
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Everyone gave.
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The same thing happened when David
challenged the people to give a free will
offering for the building of the temple.
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Listen to what he said in 1 Chronicles 29.
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My listening friend, as | conclude, | want to tell
you this.
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David measured their loyalty to God by their
willingness to give.
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To give tithe and firstfruit because God
commands us to,
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and then we give free will offerings.
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We give tithe and firstfruit because God
commands it;
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but, then, we give free will offering because we
have discovered and experienced the joy of
giving,
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and, when we discover the joy of giving, we
want to give all the more.

LRANEN T #BERG - BATEERE
[REmEZE Mk 1 -

To those of you who have never committed
your life to Jesus Christ as your Savior,
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you need to begin by giving Him your life first,
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for He wants you before He wants what'’s yours.
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Will you do that today?
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41. It is my prayer that you will.
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42. Until next time, | wish you God'’s richest

blessing.
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