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Hello, listening friends.
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What a delight it is to know that you have tune
in to this broadcast.
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We are continuing in the life of Moses
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and | want to begin today by asking you a
question.
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Have you ever experienced unfair criticism,
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or, have you ever been criticized for doing
something good?
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Then, you will understand how Moses felt.
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There is something important | need to tell yoy
here.
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Critical people do not focus on the important
things.
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Critical people often criticize the trivial things.
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Why do they do that?
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Because the root of their critical spirit is not
what they are criticizing,
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but it is often envy and jealousy;
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and envy and jealousy manifest themselves in
being critical.
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Critical people do not come out and say, “l am
jealous of you because of this or that,”

G PP A 2B » BEEOVIRIR - BT
AHPHR -
or that, “I'm envious of what you have.”
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No, no, no.
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They disguise their criticism.
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They make their criticism sound so important.
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They make criticism sound so spiritual.
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They disguise it in sound reason
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and that’s what Miriam and Aaron did to Moses.
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They were jealous and envious of Moses and
his leadership.
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They were jealous and envious of Moses’ godly
anointing;
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S0, instead of coming out and saying it in the
open,
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they criticized him for marrying a Midianite

wife.
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| think there is a Miriam and Aaron in every
family.
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| think there’s a Miriam and Aaron in every
workplace.
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| think there’s a Miriam and Aaron in every
church.
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A Miriam who would instigate the criticism,
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and an Aaron who just goes along.
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A Miriam who ferments criticism,
BRI AP SRR A

and an Aaron who says, “You're right.”
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A Miriam who starts the gossip chain,
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and an Aaron who naively repeats it.
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Miriam’s role can be played by a male or
female,
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just as Aaron’s role can be played by a male of
female.
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Personal criticism, even when it is justified, is
always painful;
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but unjust criticism hurts deeply,
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especially when it comes from someone whom
you love and trust
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What makes this criticism of Moses
excruciating

X BEPRHIX AT N FFHES
is that it questioned his motives.
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After all that Moses did for them,
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after fighting so many personal battles with
them

ERAEAT IR (Rl - 2200 T2 25214 5

regarding their idolatry,
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regarding their immorality,
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regarding their murmur;
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yet no one ever questioned his motive until now
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and it comes from his own family --
i 2R E MR A
his sister and his brother.
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Let me give you an important principle.
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If you examine the heart of unfair criticism,
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you will find jealousy and envy lurking in the
dark.

RmL 2 A B RS BE T e RO o

Try to make sense of this criticism if you can.
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Moses married Zipporah, a Midianite, many
years earlier.
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He married her before the burning bush.
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He married her before he was commissioned by
God to deliver His people.
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This was before the plagues.
T+ R Z Hi 3

This was before the Red Sea.
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This was before the Sinai desert.
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This was before God revealed Himself and
gave Moses His commandments.
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Why criticize him now?
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| want you to notice the diabolical nature of
unfair criticism.
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The Bible says
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you should not marry an unbeliever.
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But what Bible?
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Moses was married way before the Word of
God was given to him
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and that is why criticism that stems out of envy
and jealousy is basically irrational.
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It says, “My mind is made up. Don’t confuse
me with the facts.”
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There is something else that you need to
understand.
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Moses, Miriam and Aaron belonged to the
same family.
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They had the same father and mother.
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They were Moses’ two older siblings.
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They, too, had been chosen to play a role in
God'’s deliverance of His people.
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Miriam was the song leader

I 2 AT, -

and Aaron was the high priest.
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In fact, it is because of their connection with
Moses that they received the honor and the
privilege of serving.
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It is because of their relationship with Moses
that they were in a position of authority and
responsibility.
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It is because of their relationship with Moses
that they became prominent;
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Then, why is the discontentment and criticism?]
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The Scripture does not give us a clear answer as
to why the criticism of Moses’ wife came to

this point.
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Some scholars have said that Moses'’ first wife,
Zipporah, died and that he married this Cushite
woman without consulting with his sister,
Miriam.
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If this is true, this can be the reason.
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There are some controlling people who would
not want you to breathe without asking their
opinion;
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and, if they were not consulted before every

decision, they can get bent out of shape in a
hurry.
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The second scenario, which I'm more inclined
to agree with is this:
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Moses left his wife and children with his father-
in-law, Jethro;
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so, throughout the time of coming out of Egypt

and organizing the people, teaching them to
worship and leading them and managing them,
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Miriam had been the premier woman.
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After they settled in Sinali,
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we are told that Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law,
and his brother-in-law, Hobab, came to visit.

B HUFHATT - PR E S R
DAY S ] B SR EE A

In fact, his father-in-law gave him some very
good management advice.
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When they came from Midian, they most likely|
brought Moses’ wife, Zipporah, with them
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and she began to get the people’s attention
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and Miriam is no longer the queen of the castlg
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When Moses’ wife showed up, Miriam and
Aaron were stewing in jealousy
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and they began to look for a reason to put
Moses down.
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Do you know the reason why anyone tries to
put somebody else down?
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Generally, it is to build themselves up.
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They don't like the spotlight to be on someone
else,
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so they spout their own wisdom to show that
they are just as important;
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but here’s the problem --
SR A

self-importance has nothing to do with God’s
calling upon an individual.
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God doesn’t seem to call important people.

ERMEETHEZEIA

He specializes in using the unimportant people.
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The Bible said
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that it was only with Moses that God would
speak face to face.
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Through the years, I've had some wise advice
from wise men regarding receiving criticism.
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A friend once told me,
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“When people kick you in the back, rejoice.
That means that you are in front of them.”
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Another one really taught me to listen to
criticism carefully.
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If it is justified, do something about it.
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If not, ignore it.
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In fact, there is an old proverb that goes
something like this:
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“If one person calls you a donkey, pay no
attention to him;
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but if ten people call you a donkey, go out and
buy yourself a saddle...”
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but this criticism of Moses was not only unfair
and unjustified,
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but it was blatantly sinful;
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but | don’t want you to miss Moses’ reaction to
criticism.
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He could have lashed out and said many things
fit kAT DAPEEE 5 - B K, >

and most of it would have been justified,
mHEHEH -

but he didn't.
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He could have accused him of hypocrisy,

fit i] LFE DT X T (B E 3
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but he didn’t.
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He could have defended himself,
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but he did not.
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Because Moses knew that, if they were really
concerned about his past life and his present

spiritual condition, they would have
approached him privately,
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Moses knew that they were serving their own
purpose
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and that is why they made their accusation in
public;
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but Moses exhibited the forgiving spirit.
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Now, I'm not saying that it is not right
sometimes to defend yourself against false
accusations,

BRI+ (R TERE ARSI B £
g

but, in this situation, Moses chose not to defer]
himself.
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Why?
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Because of his humility and his deep love for
his brother and sister;
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but, also, because of his absolute belief that
God is his defender
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and God had to judge Miriam with leprosy
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and Aaron, the high priest, had to go through
the agony of pronouncing her leprosy.
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But what did Moses do?
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He interceded on their behalf.
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He cries to the Lord to heal Miriam.
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| often find myself not only praying for those
who falsely accuse me,
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but | find myself praying for opportunities to
serve them;
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to do something good for them in order that
they will be blessed.
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My listening friend, | want to tell you this
before | conclude.
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You will never lose when you do that.
MRIR X 208 > R4 2 H K

You will always win.
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Now, I’'m not saying it's easy,
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but what I'm testifying to you is that it gets
easier once you decide to do it.
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God responded to Moses’ prayer, but he would
not heal Miriam instantly.
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Why did God take seven days to heal her?
W45 T L RA Rt 2

God was teaching all of His people that you
cannot make false accusations and get away
with it.
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My listening friends, let me ask you this:
BEEZIIIA > G RIR

are you a critical person?
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Are you a person who criticizes people of
whom you are jealous?
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Repent of that today.
5 RELIN SRR ST |
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Are you in pain from unjust criticism?
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Are you hurting to the point of sickness
because someone is showering you with
criticism?
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Take them to the Lord today.
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Let Him deal with your critics.
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Pray for your critics
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and begin to receive God’s victory.
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Until next time, 1 wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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