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Hello, listening friends.
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We thank you for tuning in to this broadcast.
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It has been our pleasure to bring you this serig
of messages on the life of Moses
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and, today, we come to the very last message
the series
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and | will be talking to you about something
that is very important,
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and it is the subject of anger.
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Social scientists have been warning us for ma
years
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that many people today are sitting on an
emotional powder keg.

% NS RIEARTEIG R K556 1 o

Anger has killed an untold number of people.
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Anger has destroyed many a home.
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Anger has murdered many a friendship.
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Anger has put an end to great ministries.
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Anger has blocked many a blessing and answ
to prayer.
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Anger has shattered many a dream and many
hopes.

R E T 2 DB AR 7 o

15.

16.

s 17.
18.
n4q.

20.

21.

Yoo,

23.
24.
25.

26.

el 27.

28.

Now, we know that unexpressed anger can turn
inward and lead to depression.
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On the other hand, anger that is wrongly
expressed often goes through several stages.
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First,
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it often begins with frustration.
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This frustration can be about just normal living,
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but, when these frustrations and irritations are
not dealt with biblically and spiritually,
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they will lead to the next stage,
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which is wanting to lash out, either verbally or
physically.
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Frustrations lead to lashing out
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and lashing out leads to loss of control
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or even to a temporary loss of sanity.
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All violence, whether physical or verbal, comes
about as a result of loss of control,
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then, loss of control gives way to rage
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and rage produces brutal violence.
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If short temper is not brought under the contro
and the authority of the Holy Spirit of God,
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it will control you and lead you to rage.
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People talk about having a short fuse.
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There was a time when | had no fuse
whatsoever, short or otherwise,
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and | remember distinctly, many years ago,
being on my face before God and saying to
Him,
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“l cannot be a minister of the Gospel without
being delivered from this short temper.”
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| began to pray for a miracle
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and God performed a miracle,
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but not the way | was expecting.
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| was looking for a quick fix,
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but God'’s plan was to put me through His
graduate school.
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But guess what?
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We will only graduate from God’s graduate
school the day we see Him face to face;
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but, in God’s school, you keep on going to a
higher and higher grade until your graduation
day.
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Let’s look at Moses with this subject of anger
in mind.
IEBAPRER » BV R ROX AR 240
i 22 >J |y

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

Moses kept on flunking this one subject year
after year and, finally, he graduated, but did not
get the diploma,
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and his diploma was entering the Promised
Land.
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What we will learn from this lesson in the life

of Moses is enough motivation for a lifetime of
daily walk with God.
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From what we have seen in Moses'’ life,
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it is difficult to think of him as a man with a
ferocious temper --
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a temper that, when it flared, it controlled him -
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a temper that he could not have victory over --
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a temper that he could not take hold of.
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Consequently, he kept on going back to the
same grade
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until he was able to comprehend the terrible
ramification of an uncontrolled temper.
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Moses’ lingering anger did not start at this

stage in his life when he was nearly a hundred
and twenty.
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Some may think that he was getting impatient
in his old age,
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but his lingering anger began at the very
beginning.
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In Exodus, Chapter 2,
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he came out and saw an Egyptian slave driver
was unjustly beating the slaves
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and the Bible said,
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“Moses looked to the right and then to the left

and then killed the Egyptian and buried him in
a shallow grave.”
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Some of you who may remember this part of

the series will say, “But you told us that Moses
was educated at the highest level.”
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Yes, he was.
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You see, anger and rage cannot be controlled

by education.
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It can only be controlled by the Spirit of God
and the Word of God.
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After this expression of rage, Moses had to fle
from Egypt,
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but God brought him back to deliver His peopl
from bondage.
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Then, somewhere between the ninth and the
tenth plague in Exodus 11:8,
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we read that Moses left Pharaoh in hot anger.
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He had seen with his own eyes what God had
done.
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He was told by God that He had hardened
Pharaoh’s heart

FE VR - @ LR DR -

D

D

and, yet, boiling anger and rage was consuming 87.

Moses:;
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then, they get to the wilderness and Moses goes
up to have fellowship with God.
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It is the greatest prayer meeting that anyone
could imagine.
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God gives Moses the tablets written by God
Himself.
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It is the most precious document that any man
can ever possess;
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but, when Moses comes down from the
mountain with the tablets in his hands
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and he sees the people dancing before the
golden calf,
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his hot temper flares again
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and he smashes the tablets of the Ten
Commandments.
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Some of you may be saying,
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“Should he not be angry?”
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Of course he should.
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You and | should get angry when we see lies
and deception.
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You and | should be angry when we see our
children living a destructive life.
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You and | should be angry when we see others
blurring the truth,
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but the question is this:

BREET »

How do we express this righteous anger?
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That is why the Bible said,
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“Be angry, but sin not.”
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How you express your righteous anger can
make the difference between being productive
or destructive in the work of God.

TEMIRY T2 g MR > e TR a
A FRIRIXFI LA
How you express your righteous anger can

make the difference between blessings and
curses.
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How you express your righteous anger can
make the difference between joy and sorrow.
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Now, move forward in Moses’ life by about
thirty-eight years.
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You would think that, by now, Moses has
gotten old and mature and learned how to
overcome;
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but, unfortunately, age and spiritual maturity
are not always synonymous.
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This time, the people of Israel are at the edge
the Promised Land.
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They had been wandering for thirty-eight years

in the wilderness.
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The first generation died off because of their
unbelief, except for Joshua and Caleb,
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but even the new generations have learned frg
the older ones.
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They've learned how to gripe and complain and
whine and feel sorry for themselves.
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They took out their grief on Moses.
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Moses once again cried to the Lord
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and the Lord graciously says to him, in the
Book of Numbers, Chapter 20, verse 8,
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“Take the rod, and assemble the congregation;
you and Aaron, your brother,
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and speak to the rock before their eyes to yield
its water....”
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and what did Moses do?
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Did he obey the Lord and did exactly what the
Lord said to him?
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Unfortunately, no.
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Verse 11 says,
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“Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock
with the rod twice
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and water came forth abundantly and the
community drank, and their cattle.”
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Secular psychologists would have easily
explained it this way:
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that Moses was getting frustrated with the
people,
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that Moses was getting tired of their
complaining and whining,
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that Moses was getting tired of waiting.
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They would say, “It's natural to express your
feelings that way.
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It cannot be helped under the circumstance.”
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They may have analyzed Moses’ upbringing ir
a dysfunctional family that led him to do that.
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Moses’ speech before striking the rock was
actually bordering on blasphemy.
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Listen to what he said in verse 10.
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“Listen, now, you rebellious people, shall we
bring forth water for you out of the rock?”
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This may make you want to ask some sensible

guestions such as,
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“Moses, when were you able to do anything
by yourself?”
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“Isn’t God the One Who brought the water oy
of the rock?”
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But, my listening friend, | want to tell you
something important.
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When you give in to rage, you will always feel
victimized
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and victimization is always at the heart of ang¢e
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People may say,

h

—

INGES'E

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

“l have a hot temper because my father had a
hot temper and his father had a hot temper.”
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All of that does not wash,
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but let’s focus on God again.
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Isn’t God gracious?
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God could have said to Moses, “Moses, you hit
the rock twice and did not speak to it as | told
you.
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Therefore, | will give you no water.”
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But, my listening friend, listen carefully as |
conclude.
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How many times have we acted in carnality
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and, yet, God, in His amazing grace, blessed us
anyway;,
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and that is why God’s grace is called ‘amazing
grace.’
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God, in His goodness, forgave Moses;
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but the bitter fruit of his lingering anger was
that he would not see the Promised Land.
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Moses prayed three times, but God said to
Moses,
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“You will see the Promised Land from afar;
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but, because of your continuous flunking of that

same subject, you will not get the diploma of
going in there.”
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Let me ask you, my friend, are you someone
who has a hot temper?

SRR o B RREAZE— DI SRR
A2

Then, let me tell you about the power of God to
change you,
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but you have to be willing to allow God to
change you.
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I'll tell you firsthand, God is more than faithful.
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He wants to give you victory and power more
than you can ever imagine.
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Why?
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Because God wants to be glorified.
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God wants us to testify to His power working in
us.
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Will you trust Him?
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Until next time, 1 wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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