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We are delighted that you are able to join us.
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I want to talk to you about “Lost and Found”.
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Not only tonight, but the next several weeks.
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And I want to begin by telling you a story.
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A story that will tell you how it feels to be lost.
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On one occasion back in 1985.
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My family and I were traveling in the city of
London.
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London is a very large city.
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A city that is not familiar to us.
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We were strangers in it.
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And we have a gracious host who was hosting
us in London
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And he decided to t.ake our children with us to
McDonald’s

R EFENT—RAEEYHTHE -

And we ended up in a very busy street in East
London.
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Our host dropped us off and went to find a
parking place.
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Our son, who was 7 years age at the time.
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Decided to follow the car by running after it.
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When we did not see him.
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We thought he was with our host.
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The most frightening time was when we saw
our host arriving back to us without him.
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He assumed that our son was with us.
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When we thought that he was with him.
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And the next 20 minutes felt like 20 days.
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We ran from place to place.
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In the back streets of East London.
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Our hearts were pounding.
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Our knees were shaking.
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Our mouths were dry.
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We ran from place to place.
HAl Tl B — A
Like mad people.
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Asking everyone we can see.
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Have you seen a little 7 year old boy?
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And I don’t have to tell you what that feeling
was about if you’ve ever experienced it.

MRIRADI L IR S - Bt A A 2 2
o 1 e



33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

You will only understand what I am trying to
tell you if you’ve been through experience like
this.
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Imagine with me.
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Here we are in a strange country.
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In a strange city.
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And it’s not the best part of the city.
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Feeling empty and terrified.
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Looking for our 7 year old son.
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Finally,
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We found him walking back.
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Having given up running after our hosts car.
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But from that moment on, something happened
to me.
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Every time I read the Bible’s story about lost
and found I always remember this bad
experience.
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In Luke 15 Jesus tells us three stories.
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The story of the lost sheep.
KK F

The story of the lost coin.
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And the story of the lost son.
RS R -

Jesus told these stories in response to the
Pharisees accusations and criticisms.
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The Pharisees were complaining about Jesus
speaking with sinners.
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Because Jesus loved the lost sinners.
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His deep desire was to bring sinners to
repentance.
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Jesus’ willingness is to restore repentant
sinners.
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And that drew criticism from the traditionalists
and the self-righteous Pharisees.
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The Pharisees were more interested in keeping
the tradition than salvation.
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Now these stories of the lost and found can be
found in the gospel of Luke, chapter 15.

REESR e 5 A Wyl ERIC RS
s 15 EH -

Now a tax collector and sinners were all
gathering around to hear him.
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But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law
muttered

EEFIFE AR SR TS O2
This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.
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Now the original word for mutter
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Is used in the Old Testament.
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It is used when the Israelites murmured against
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness.
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It means that there is an undercurrent of
discontentment.
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It means that when their expectations were not
met they complained.
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But you see murmuring does not stay as
murmuring..
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Murmur soon reached a great crescendo of hate.
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And a few years later they cried out, crucify
him, crucify him.
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Why did the Pharisees criticize Jesus?
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First of all,
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Their expectations of what the Messiah should

do and behave differed from the way they
expected him.
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Their expectations of what the Messiah should
do and behave differed from the way Jesus
lived.
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Their vision for the Messiah was different
from his vision.
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They did not want him to receive sinners.
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The reason Jesus received sinners.

PR HRER RGN TR AR IR A -

Because he came to save sinners,
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He came to save them from their sins.
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Jesus came from heaven,
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So that everyone who repents of their sin be
saved.
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So if these who were following empty rituals
were complaining, so be it.
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I want to speak to two types of people who are
listening to me tonight.
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First of all,
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I want to speak for those who do not know
Jesus Christ as the Lord and Savior.
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If you have not repented of your sins,
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You are lost.
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You’re not only lost in this life but you’re lost
for eternity.
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And Jesus is seeking after you.
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And he wants to bring you to his kingdom.
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Then a second audience I want to speak to
those who believe in Jesus Christ.
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And that is you must be willing to seek after
the lost.
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More than anything else, Jesus wants you to
reach out for the lost.
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Don’t let fear stop you from doing this.
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Don’t let criticism stop you.
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If you want to follow Jesus’ example.
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If you want to have Jesus’ heart
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Then you must be willing to reach for the lost.
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Because everywhere I look in the Gospels.
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I see Jesus seeking after the lost.
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98. Bringing those who have surrendered their life
to him.
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1. Their repentance will make heaven rejoice.
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2. This was Jesus’ desire and mission.
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3. And it should be yours and mine.
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4. If you have the gospel of Luke in front of you,
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5. And look at verse 4, 5, 6, and 7.
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6. Jesus turns to the Pharisees and says the
following.
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7. Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and
loses one of them.
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8. Does he not leave the 99 in the open country
and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?
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9.  And when he finds it,
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10. He joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes
home.
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11. Then he calls his friends and neighbors
together and says, rejoice with me, I have
found my lost sheep.
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12. TItell you that in the same way, there will be
more rejoicing in heaven.
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13. Over one sinner who repents
— P EAMS
14. Than over 99 righteous persons who do need
repentance.
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As you know,
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Rank is extremely important.
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So if you talk to a leading commander the

same way you talk to a foot soldier, you will
offend him.
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If you talk to a king the same way you talk to a
street sweeper, you will risk being put in jail.
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And this is what is happening in this
conversation.
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You do not talk to a Pharisee the way you talk
to a shepherd.
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That will make him angry.
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But Jesus talked to the Pharisees the same way
he would talk to a shepherd.
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Jesus refused to show the difference to their
rank.
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And you know rank is very important.
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Jesus was not intimidated by all this high
religious officials.

SR HRBREN A WX LE | 2 4 2 0 =BTy
i -

And he did two things.
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First,
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He would not talk their language and debate
some finer point of the law.
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He addressed them as if they were uneducated
villagers.
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He tells them a simple village story.
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He talked to them in a colloquial language.
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But what is even worse than this.
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He puts them in the same class as the unclean
shepherd.
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Back then.
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The shepherds were considered unclean
because of their constant association with
animals.
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The Pharisees referred to the shepherds as the
people of the land.
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They avoided them.
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A Pharisee, if he would own a hundred sheep
would hire a shepherd or two to take care of
them.
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In fact, a Pharisee would rather lose a hundred

sheep than wander in the desert looking for
them.
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And in our countries of the middle east,
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You never find a educated man, a sophisticated
man that would ever go to work as a shepherd.

IREAZE WM — P 2dHE - B2
VIS PNEYSEN (S EINIDE

Or even wander in the wilderness.
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These Pharisees would have expected words
like the following.
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Who of you owning a hundred sheep.
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If a report came to him,
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That one of these sheep is lost,
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And he would not send his servant to the
shepherd responsible.
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And then he threatened that shepherd with
heavy fine if he did not find the sheep.
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But Jesus did not speak this way.
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As you know,
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Family origin is very important.
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And a carpenters son is socially is considered
to be nothing.
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And no doubt that way that Jesus spoke
shocked these Pharisees.
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But Jesus want to remind them of their
responsibility.
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Which they have neglected.
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What is that responsibility?
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To be shepherds to their people.
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He possibly was trying to remind them of
Psalm 100.
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Or Psalm 23.
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God is the great shepherd.

g K -

He’s possibly was trying to remind them.
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Of Isaiah 40 verse 11.
IZE 40 : 11

Like shepherd he will tend his flock in his arm.
MR B ORI ERE
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Or possibly he was trying to remind them of
Isaiah 53:6.
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We all like sheep have gone astray.
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Each of us has turned to his own way.
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And the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us
all.
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He possibly was saying to them, remember
Ezekiel 34.
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And there the shepherds kept the spiritual food
to themselves.
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And they were starving the flock of God.
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But some people have asked me.
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How come the shepherd leaves the 99 sheep in
danger just to find one?
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And I want to answer that question.
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I am going to ask you to please tune in so you
can hear the answer to that question.
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I’'m going to tell you where the 99 were kept.
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And who was taking care of them.
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Until next time, God bless you.
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