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Hello, listening friends.
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We are so glad that you have joined us once
more

TR 4R REFF ST BATTRY T H

As we continue in our series of lost and found

HAT2gee TR 5T 0 ) WRVIER -

And today I want to tell you about a story that
most of you probably know
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It is the story of the lost son
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We have seen the story of the lost sheep
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Then we have heard the story of the lost coin
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You see how it is such a vivid and powerful
story
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And because of that, many writers throughout
history have let their imagination run wild with
this story
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Some have chosen to call this story the
“Prodigal Father”
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They explain how the father was extravagant in
his love toward his rebellious son
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Others call it the story of the two lost sons
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They see it that while one son went to the far
country
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The older boy wished that he had gone to the
far country
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Now whatever side you see this true story
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There is one main point that jumps out of the
pages of the text
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That is the emphasis upon the father
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The story begins and ends with the father
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The story is primarily about the heart of the
father
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The story is first and foremost about the unique
love of the father
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The father is the main character in every scene
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The sons were two supporting characters
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There can be no doubt as to who Jesus wanted
us to see in this story
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He wants us to know what God is like
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He wanted us to comprehend the nature of the
Almighty and the all powerful God the Father
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So he begins by saying
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There was a father
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That is the focus
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But I want to tell you the problem that we face
in these modern days
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I want to tell you why do we face so much
turmoil in our world
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It is because we do not begin with the father
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We begin with man and his needs
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We begin with man and his problem

HATIE AT B FR R85

We focus too much attention on how to get out
of where we are
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Jesus begins with the father
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He said
i
There was a father who had two sons
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This tender word, father
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Is far more than a mere projection of the quality
of earthly fathers
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Jesus was the only one who revealed to us the
heart of the Heavenly Father
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Jesus is the only one who taught his disciples to
pray our Father
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And you notice that in every event that Jesus
was involved in
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Every sermon that Jesus preached
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He spoke of the compassion of the father
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Who longs for his children to obey him
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Jesus continuously said
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I must be about the father’s business
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And there upon the cross
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One of the very last words that he uttered
before his death
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Was father
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This word, Abba
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It is so powerful with emotion
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It is so comprehensive in its imagery
HHEFERE PR

So much so that it will take us all of eternity to
understand it
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You see, that is how God intended for earthly
fathers to be
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To model their lives upon the Heavenly Father
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And in modern day we have lost the image of
fatherhood
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We see young people have lost respect for the
honor of fatherhood
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On the other hand
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Other fathers use fatherhood to enslave their
wives and children
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Some fathers show no love for their children
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And there are some children who grow up
without experiencing a love of a father
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If that is you
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You must turn to God and experience his
extraordinary love for you
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And yet there are other fathers
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Who are uninvolved with their families and
children
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They do not get involved in their lives and their
business
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They may be working in another country
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And they don’t see their children for years
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Oh to be sure they may send home a check
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But he is never there
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So if you really want to know what a father
ought to look like
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Listen very carefully to what Jesus said about
the Heavenly Father
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In this particular story Jesus wants us to know
what God is like
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How he feels about us
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In this story
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He knows how the father’s heart is broken
when a willful, deliberate separation takes place
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There is brokenness and pain in God’s heart
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There is longing and waiting on God’s part

when his children act with defiance and
indifference toward their father
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Someone said
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I am not indifferent toward God
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I'love God
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Okay let me ask you this question
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How long have you spent in his presence lately
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Do you delight yourself in his presence
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Do you give him a chance to be delighted in his
presence
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Did you know that God really delights in your
presence
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Don’t ask me why
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I don’t understand that
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But he does
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His word said that he does
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And this story itself is mind-boggling to me
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Why this young son wanted to leave a father
like that

I LIX R NHEE T 2889 — (1
2

There is no hint of dictatorship on the part of
the father
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There is no hint of harshness on the part of this
father
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There is no hint of child abuse on part of this
father
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Here we see a father who is willing to give his
son the fruit of his labor
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And yet that is the most unusual act
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When a son asks his father for his inheritance
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1. While he’s still alive
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2. He is saying nothing short of this
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3. Father, I wish you were dead
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4. And that is the problem with our generation
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5.  We refuse to acknowledge God as the owner of
everything
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6. We refuse to acknowledge God as the provider
of all things
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7. Oh yes we pay lip service to it
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8. But do we really acknowledge it in our hearts?
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9. Do we acknowledge it by our generosity?
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10. Do we acknowledge it by our sacrificial giving?
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11. We take from his hand and we give nothing
back
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12. We are really enjoying the fruit of our Father’s
labor
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13. We enjoying the fruit of our Father’s provision
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14. We enjoying the fruit of our Father’s
inheritance
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15. But there is something else that Jesus wants us
to learn about God
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16. The Father lets his son go
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17. How come He lets him go so easily?
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That is the ultimate act of compassion
XL R B RN e

Do you know what the word compassion means?
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It means to suffer with
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And the father knew that love only has what
love lets go of
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Love owns what only love gives away
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While the father was suffering with the son
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While the father is in agony over the son’s
rebellion
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He knew that he must let go
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I want to give you two applications
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I’'m going to tell you one application in this
broadcast
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Then I want you to tune in the next broadcast to
give you the second application
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The first application is this
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If you find yourself in a similar situation
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When your son or daughter or someone that is
near and dear to you becomes self seeking
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When you find yourself dealing with someone
like this son who was so self-focused
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Remember this

HifE »

That this person is oblivious to your heart ache
and your heart break
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That person is indifferent to your tears
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When you and I in a thousand little ways
fracture our relationship with the Father
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We too can be indifferent to God’s heart ache
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That is why I want you to listen carefully and
watch what the father did
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Listen to what he said, or rather I should say,
what he did not say
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He let’s his boy go
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In the book of Deuteronomy chapter 21 and
verse 17
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The older boy gets 2/3 of his inheritance and
the younger boy gets 1/3
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Because the older boy normally takes care of
the rest of the family and his widowed mother
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But this normally takes place after the father’s
death
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While it is highly unusual to give the boy his
inheritance before the father’s death
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The father does it none-the-less
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He lets him go
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That is the first application
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And I’m going to get to the second application
in the next broadcast
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This is the heart of the Heavenly Father
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He welcomes you
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52. When you repent, he forgives you
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Will you turn to him tonight?
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