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Hello listening friend, we glad you joined us
again
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Let me remind you of where we left you last
time
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We were looking into the story of the lost son
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And I said I want to give you two applications
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And in the last broadcast I gave you the first
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In this broadcast I want to give you the second
application
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And the second application is this
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When you find yourself dealing with someone
who is blinded with self-fulfillment
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The last thing you should do is scream at them
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The last thing you should do is get them to
change their mind
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Leave them to God
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Give them up to God
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What is Jesus teaching us here
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When the sheep wandered off

In ignorance
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The shepherd went after him
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When the woman lost her coin through
carelessness
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She searched for it until she found it
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But when a deliberate and premeditated act of
rebellion takes place
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The father lets him go and suffers quietly and in
silence
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When your child rebels
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And when a family member betrays you
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All you need to do is let them know that you
will always love them
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That you are praying for them
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Because sometimes it is only in the far country
that the lost ones will be able to come to
themselves as the boy did
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Sometimes it is only in the humiliation of the
far country that brings us to our knees
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I want to ask you some questions tonight
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What is your far country
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Is it an unwholesome relationship
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Is it a misplaced priority
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Is it an unhealthy involvement with someone
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Is it self-indulgence
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Is it self-aggrandizement
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Here’s what Jesus is teaching us in this story
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When you are in the far country
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When you’re dealing with someone in the far
country
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You may never say a word about it
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Other than suffer quietly
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This father stayed home until his son came to
himself
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The father did not send one of his servants after
him
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The father did not hire a private detective to
follow him
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No
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He lets him go
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Now his heart was broken in two
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And your heart may be broken in two
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You may go through your own private
Gethsemane
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Your pillow may be stained with tears
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You may hurt so much that you feel that you
can’t ache anymore
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But through it all you must hear the voice of
God saying
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I know what you’re going through
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I am suffering with you
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I feel your pain
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I believe God wants us to hear this lesson
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He is saying to us
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This is how I feel when you are unfaithful
toward me
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God is saying, this is how I feel when you are
unfaithful with your time

AN > AERITIRBEOERA » Fey Lml 2 X
o
God is saying that this is how I feel when you

are unfaithful with giving back to me with the
blessings I have given you
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This is how I feel when you are in the far
country
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This is how I feel when you live your life
ignoring me
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This is how I feel when you keep quiet about
me when you’re supposed to speak up
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Finally I want you to notice something else
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It is the attitude of the father toward his
repentant son
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When the boy finally came home
XN LF T B

The boy knows that he is in disgrace
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Everyone expected the father to remain aloof
while the boy made his way through the village
streets
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The son then would be obliged to sit for some
time outside the gate of the house
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While the doorman asks his father if he would
ever let him in
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And after a considerable time has passed
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The boy would have been summoned into the
fathers presence
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Punishment of some kind would be
administered
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The village would be led to understand that the
father indeed has reserved the honor through

discipline
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The father must be very angry
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And the boy has to publicly apologize for
disgracing the family name
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But you know nothing of that happened
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All the things that normally happen did not
happen
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The father reacts in the most unvillage like
manner
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He goes out to his son running down the road
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The word here does not mean a slow shuffle
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It means like running in a race down the road
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There is something understood in our middle
eastern countries
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That no man over 30 years of age runs
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A man in his position and stature and age must
always walk slowly and with dignity
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In fact I'm going to share a personal story with
you
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A few years ago I was traveling in a middle
eastern country
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And was with me a 60 year old American
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And I called a friend and asked him where is a
good place for us to run
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He was shocked and surprised
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He said what
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You are both over 30
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You must never let anyone see you
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It is not very dignified to run
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But that is the very compassion of the fathers
heart
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Compassion led him to do what is normally not
done for a rebellious boy
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So the father runs
XA 2 o

So that he may take upon himself the shame
and the humiliation that the boy would
normally face in the village
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Can you capture here the mystery and the
wonder of God revealing himself in Christ
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The father in the house clearly represents God
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When the father leaves the house and takes
upon himself the humiliating posture on the
road
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God was in Christ paying the price of your sins
and mine
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And the father in this story is a symbol of God
incarnate
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At a great cost he goes down and out to greet
the lost son
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The apostle Paul tells us
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In II Corinthians 5:19
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That God was in Christ
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Reconciling the world to himself
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Our God was in a humiliating posture
CHShER R

Reconciling us the prodigals to himself
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One of the scholars said it this way
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The mystery of the trinity will always be
beyond our human logic and all analysis
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We cannot adequately understand the fullness
of God in the son in his incarnation

B TE2HEN FERAY » 2% 4
FEWEH -

Here we see the father who leaves the comfort
and security of the house
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And exposes himself in humiliating fashion in
the village street
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For it was on the cross that the pure God
carried my shame and yours
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It was on the cross that the pure God took upon
himself your guilt and my guilt
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In Christ was reconciling the world to himself
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Now as far as the motive why the boy was
finally returned home, it doesn’t matter
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What matters is that he returned
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What matters is that he came back
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But notice the fathers reaction to his returning
son
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Not only that he ran to greet him and accept
him
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But he also embraced him and he kissed him
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These were the embraces and kisses of
reconciliation
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Let me ask you a question
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Have you ever felt the embrace and the kissing
of God
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I believe you can feel that tonight
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If you come to him in repentance
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I have felt the embrace of God many times in
my life
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And I want to confess this to you
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I often felt the embracing of God when I
deserved it the least and I needed it the most
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He will hold me with his tender strong arms
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Especially the times when I wanted to go to
business for myself
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Or when I am tempted to listen to other voices
other than his voice
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Or when I try to take things into my own hands
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Or when I’m tempted to give up on obeying
him
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Oh how I feel his tender and everlasting arms
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Let us go back to the father in this story
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The father didn’t say
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Go home, shave and bathe, and come back and
get dressed and decent clothes, then I will take
you in
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No he didn’t say that
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He said that he’s an honored guest
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The servants will wash him and dress him and
clean him
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The father sent the servants to bring one of his
own robes and put it on him
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The boy didn’t leave any of his robes behind
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He took all of his clothes with him
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It is only the fathers robe of righteousness that
would suffice
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It is only the fathers robe of holiness and
cleansing that would be adequate
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Not only that
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Then the ring has to be placed on the sons
callused hands
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This is the signet ring
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It symbolizes the fathers bond
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Then also the feet that were bare, which is a
sign of slavery, had to be washed and cleansed
and fitted with sandals
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But this is a son and not a slave

fit2 )L+ » A2Lb

Finally
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The entire household and the village must join
in the celebration of the joy of the father
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I want to conclude by telling you another story
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It’s a story that a friend of mine tells about his
own life
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It illustrates how a Christian could make a
commitment to God and yet within a matter of
weeks he forgets all about it
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Or how people come to God only when there is
a crisis in their life
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When the crisis is over they forget about their
commitment and go into the far country
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When my friend was going through the far
country
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He felt that God showed him a vision of his
condition
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This vision was as follows
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His heart was like a house
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A house that has many rooms
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And that he woke up one early morning
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And he began to go through the house of his
heart
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From room to room
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Starting at the top
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And then he came downstairs
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To the kitchen and to the living room
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But then he looked downstairs toward the
basement
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And he noticed there’s a streak of light coming
from the basement
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And when he came downstairs he pushed the
door open
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And he saw Jesus sitting in a chair
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My friend said to Jesus
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What are you doing here
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Jesus said, waiting for you
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My friend said
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How long have you been waiting
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Jesus said
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Oh for about 6 months
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My friend said
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6 months
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Why
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And Jesus said
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Remember
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You and I made an agreement to meet together
early every morning six months ago
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And you kept it up just for a few weeks
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Then you stopped coming to meet with me
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And my friend said
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And you have been coming every morning for
our meeting
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And Jesus said
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I have been waiting here hoping that you would
remember and that you would come down
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Have you made a commitment some time ago
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And now you wandered off in the far country
MIEIR A S

Jesus has been waiting for you
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All you need to do is come back to him
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He will embrace you
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And he will kiss you
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1. And he will wash you
2 VEGR -

2. And he will restore you
(LDl

3. The Lord bless you
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