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Hello our listening friends and we glad that you
joined us once more
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We hope that this coming week will be a
blessed week for you
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I want to continue in talking to you about lost
and found
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I think most of you know that the United
Nations has set aside one day a year calling it
children’s right day
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But we do not have a day that is called
children’s discipline day
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In many countries of the world
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There are some who are advocating the rights
of a child to sue his parents
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Discipline has become a thing of the past
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Now I’m not denying the fact that there are
some cases of child abuse
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And that ought not to be tolerated
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There are some areas of the world
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Where children are abused
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With children labor and children being taken
advantage of
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Now that’s wrong
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But as progress and development sweep across
the world
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Discipline of children is becoming less
important
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Now there are consequences for this

XEL R TR BR

There is violence among teenagers
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There is drug abuse
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Alcohol abuse
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In many a home parents have abdicated their
responsibilities
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And children have been left to fend for
themselves
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In fact I'1l tell you a funny story
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There was a salesman who knocked on a door
of a house
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And when a 7 year old boy opened the door
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The salesman said I want to speak to the boss
of the house
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And the boy said
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You are looking at him
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If you look at the attitude of the prodigal son
which we have been studying
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You will find in that attitude the epitome of
arrogance
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He was cocky and rebellious for no reason
what-so-ever
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You can almost hear the pompous attitude as he
said to his father, give me what is mine
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I know that teenagers don’t think that their
parents understand them
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Many teenagers think that their parents don’t
know anything
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I saw a sign one time that read something like
this
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Attention teenagers
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Are you tired of being harassed by your stupid
parents
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Act now
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Move out
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Get a job
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Pay your own bills

B4

While you still know everything
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Teenagers always think that they know
everything and that their parents know nothing
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That is a natural phenomenon
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But the word prodigal here means rebellious
and extravagant
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And I want to take a moment and just speak to
the parents
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I am a father of 4 children
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So I want to speak to you from my experience
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I want to tell you from the bottom of my heart
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That if you allow your child to live in
extravagance
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You are creating a prodigal in your home
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I hear people say
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But I want to give my child all the things I
never had
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Well I want to tell you this
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If you want to create a monster
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Go ahead and give your child everything he
wants
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I’m continuing to talk to parents right now
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If you want to spend something that is
genuinely unique on your children
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Spend time
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That will change their lives to the glory of God
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You can just imagine the smirk on this boys
face as he was preparing to leave home
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You can imagine his full contempt toward his
parents
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You can imagine the surly face as he thinks that
his parents are out of touch with how he feels
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I want you to imagine his bitterness about his

dad’s rules of going to church and doing his
daily chores
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The Bible says
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That a few days later
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After getting his share of his inheritance
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He went out and converted it into cash
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He jumps into his car and he drives as fast as he
can
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And he heads for the big city
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Now most commentators think
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That there were a number of cities near by
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And that described the far country

k2 Fihfth 2 o

These pagan societies that were near by
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Represent the epitome of immorality of that day
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And as the boy takes off
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He leaves behind the scorn of the community
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He leaves behind the detesting of the older
brother
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And he leaves behind the broken loving heart
of his father
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He had burned all of his bridges
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He left no more rights to claim
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He wipes the slate clean
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Or at least he thinks so
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And then when he gets into the big city he
starts spending his money
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The word spending here means to scatter
fLEAK -

It is a word that is used for scattering the seed
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As we would say that he was spending money
like a drunken sailor
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Loose living carries the connotation of
debauchery and of sexual deviant behavior
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And the poor boy was thinking that money
could buy people

AL HY/INLF LU ERRE (L LA

He thought that his money would buy him
popularity and status in society
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I have met so many people in my life
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Who think that money will buy them
everything
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I have met people with lots of money and yet
they are the most miserable people
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And for a short period of time, money seemed
to be working for this boy
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He bought companionship
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He bought some people
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He bought some friends
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But only for a short time
{H R AR KGR — B 1]

And now I want to take a moment and speak to
the young people
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Young people
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How many times were you tempted
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How many times have you done what you
know in your heart to be wrong
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And you did it just to be accepted
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And you did this just in order that you may fit
in with a group of bad company
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And you did this just so that you may not feel
that you are an outsider
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But do you know what that is like
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It is like a transplanted palm tree into cement
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It is like eating the fruit of a tree that was left
without water or being tended to
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It doesn’t last for very long
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So when the money had gone
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The boy got into trouble
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And the most natural solution when money runs
out for the boy to go home
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But not yet
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Why
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Surely the boy knows that the father will not
reject him
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Oh but his pride comes to him and says
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You cannot crawl back to your father
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You cannot bring yourself down to ask for
forgiveness
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You cannot live under your brothers roof and
eat your brothers bread
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He would enslave you
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And he would say to himself
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Think about it
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You have to walk through the narrow village
streets
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And where your neighbors would be pointing
their fingers toward you and saying

Look at this hot-shot
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Now he is back eating dirt
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He wanted to be a big boy on daddy’s money
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Well look at him now
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To make things worse, a famine arose in the
country
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Most of us do not know how devastating a
famine can be
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In the past few years the television has shown
us pictures of some of the countries that were
devastated by famine
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But most people have never experienced a
famine first-hand
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Now there are some may have experienced
hunger but not widespread famine
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But as far as the prodigal was concerned, he
would endure almost anything
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Than give up his pride and return in humility to
his father
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In Luke chapter 15 and verse 15
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This boy thought that he would come up with a
novel idea that had never occurred to him
before
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You know what that is
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Get a job
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Imagine a Jew in a foreign country
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And that foreign country was stricken with a
famine
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And he’s trying to find a job
fill AR E— 1 TAE -

They were not hiring bank presidents at the
time
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They were not looking for company presidents
at that time
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The only job that they can offer him is a
repulsive job for a Jew
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Feeding swine
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For a Jewish boy to feed pigs is an absolute
rock bottom
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But you see
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The absolute bottom is where every child who
rebels against God or who rebels against his
godly parents will find himself
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Pigs eat all kinds of garbage they were
throwing out
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Pigs are not very selective in what they eat
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But in the days of famine
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Even the garbage was in short supply
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Because people were eating the garbage
themselves
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So they were feeding the pigs on dry pods
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In Luke 15:16
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Tells us that the prodigal was gladly craving for
the pods
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Which means that the boy was not eating
enough of that stuff
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Because the pigs were eating it all
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So here is the rock bottom
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Pigs were eating and were better off than he
was

FEEC LA i — 2L -

Their bellies were filled but his was not
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So you can imagine his despair was total
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His hopelessness was complete
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His helplessness was full
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He had hit rock bottom
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What is next?
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What will he do?
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Tune in next time
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And you will learn more about this prodigal
and his decision
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Until next time, the Lord bless you
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