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Hello listening friends, we are glad you’ve
joined us tonight
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We hope that you have been listening
throughout this series of sermons
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And today I want to speak to you about the
older brother
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In the past messages we heard about the
younger brother
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The rebellious one
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Yet he was the repentant one
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The older brother represents a different type of
person
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There are some commentators who called him
the older prodigal
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The older brother in the story of the prodigal
son is a perfect example of a legalist Christian
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The legalist is a person who majors on the
minors and minors on the majors
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We began with the lost sheep
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We looked at the lost coin
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Then we looked into the father of the prodigal
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And then we looked at the prodigal himself
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And today I want us to focus on the older
brother
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I want to remind you that in this teaching in
Luke 15, the Lord Jesus began as a result of
criticism by the Pharisees
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When they saw him reaching out to those who
are outside of their religious circles, they
complained
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In telling them about the older brother in this
story, Jesus in effect was saying this
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Mr. Pharisee
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That is what you look like

TR R X MR

You look like the older brother in this prodigal
story
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This is a portrait of you
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Most people focus on the rebellion of the young
brother
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They ignore the sin of the older brother
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But in reality while the younger boy was guilty
of the sin of passion
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The older boy was guilty of the sin of wrong
thinking
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We cannot condemn profanity and ignore pride
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We cannot just condemn adultery and leave out
greed
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We cannot only condemn lust and condone
self-centeredness
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Most people read this story and think that the

older brother was a respectable person in
comparison to the younger one
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It is not so

True the older brother stayed home
B KILFIIIf— B RER R -
But his heart was in the far country
AR A LEITE SN

True the older brother kept the rules
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But he gritted his teeth in resentment
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True he probably went to church
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And he did not sow his wild oats
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And he did not sow any wild oats
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He wasted no money
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But he was sour
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Bitter
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Mean
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And a loveless hypocrite
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I am sure by now you are asking, what is a
legalist
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It is the keeping of the manmade rules to obtain
favor with God
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But you notice I said manmade rules
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He thinks that this is how God is happy

il ot A QAR MHUXAE RIS - b2 S0

It is that religious spirit that says
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As long as I go to confession and mass one day
a week I can live like the devil for the rest of
the week

P AT E g B E — UALFEMT -
I IRl sE AT DLERTEE D T e

It is the religious spirit that says
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That if you don’t pray in a certain position
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And if you do not pray at certain times of the
da
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That you are not a real believer
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That is false
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What is acceptable as manmade tradition in one
country may not be acceptable in another
country
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The problem with legalism is this
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It gives the impression that all you need to do is
keep certain rules about do’s and don’ts
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I want to stop for a moment and will just read
to you the passage about the older brother
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What this means is this
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That there is nothing will get you to heaven
except believing in the Lord Jesus Christ
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There is nothing that will get you to heaven
except repentance of your sins
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Because God hates legalism
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Because legalism gives the impression that you

can be saved and you can make it to heaven by
your good works
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It gives the impression that you will be

acceptable by God through keeping the
manmade rule
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And here is the danger
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It would mean that Jesus has died on the cross
in vein
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In fact I want to venture to say that legalism is
Satan’s theology in action
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And it literally puts Satan in charge
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I want to give you a basic gospel formula
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70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

7.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

Jesus plus nothing equals salvation
A HROR B OB T R08E - TR ZR AT
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By the same token
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Keeping all of the manmade rules minus Jesus
equals damnation
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Saint Paul always opened his letter by thanking
God for the recipients of his epistle
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Even when he wrote to the Corinthians who
were exercising irregular behavior, he thanked
God for them
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But when it came to the Galatians
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He has a whole different attitude
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He began his epistles thundering and calling
them foolish Galatians
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He said, who has bewitched you
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Why
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Because legalism was rampant in the Galatians
church
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They were adding manmade rules to the gospel
of Jesus Christ
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They wanted to burden the people with these
rule
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Now the older brother in the prodigal story is
just like that
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The moment he heard that his lost brother was
home
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And that the father is having a celebration for
his return
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He became angry
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87. And he wouldn’t come inside the house
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88. He wanted nothing to do with his father and his
brother
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89. I think most of us identify with the older
brother more than we are willing to admit
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90. If we had looked in the mirror carefully
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91. We would be able to see the line of pride and
judgment-alism on our faces
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92. If we had looked in the mirror carefully
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93. We would not be able to avoid seeing the marks
of self-sufficiency
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94. And the determination that we are right and
they are wrong
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95. And that we will not apologize or forgive
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96. I want to tell you something that I often remind
myself with
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97. Like this case of the older brother
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98. And having difficulty to forgive his brother
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99. We have problems forgiving others too
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1. But you know what that does
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2. It breaks fellowship not only with our brother

but with our father as well
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When you refuse to forgive someone
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Your relationship with your heavenly father is
strained
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Forgiveness is not optional for the Christian
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Because forgiveness unlocks the handcuffs of
hatred
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Forgiveness opens the closed doors of
bitterness and resentment
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Forgiveness can do wonders to your spiritual
life and walk
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The older brothers indignation turned into rage
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Especially when he heard the reason for the
celebration
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‘When he heard that his brother is back he went
ballistic
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And as if to say this
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They celebrate this
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This boy who’s a squanderer
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This irresponsible spender
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This loose living boy
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He deserves no party
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But I do!
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The older brother never asked
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If his brother was repentant
il 28 22 75 AR MR -
He never asked
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If his brother was sorry for what he had done
By 22 A5 N Tl ERIFTERT i
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He never asked
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If his brother had acknowledged his error
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But he became angry out of self-righteousness
fit 2 T E U A % -

What did the father expect the older son to do?
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I will tell you that in our next broadcast
HEET =T HPHEEIRIF -

Until that time, God bless you

ErGEnir » BT FTRTEBZ -



