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Hello, listening friends.
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We are delighted that you tuned in to listen to
us once more
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It is the desire of our heart that God is blessing
you through these series of messages
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In the last message we left you with a question
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What did he father expect his older son to do
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What attitude did the father expect from his
older son
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And I want to answer that question now
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The father had hoped that the older brother
would be happy to receive his younger brother
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The father had hoped that the older brother
would forgive his younger brother
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But that was not the case
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During the life of the time of Jesus
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The older son was the one whose expected to
preside over all of the families festivities
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The older son is the chief host in the family
banquets
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And in many parts of the world today this is the
case too
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The older brother did not have a choice in this
matter
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Even if he’s introvert or shy
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Whatever his personality may be, he has to do
his duties
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But in this case
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The older boy was far from taking the
leadership
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But the opposite was true
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He made a scene outside of the courtyard
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Of course it was a personal insult to the father
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When the eldest boy refused to fulfill his
customary duty
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He was trampling over the honor of the father
underfoot
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That is precisely what the older brother was
doing
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He was publicly humiliating his father
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And he created an open rupture of their
relationship

22 BT 50 T35 R UL -

The older boys rebellion was just as serious if
not more serious than the earlier rebellion of
the younger son
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I want to remind you of something that I’ve
been reminding you of all this time
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Who is at the center stage here
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It is the father
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So I want you to look very carefully at how the
father for the second time in one day
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In the same day
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He would demonstrate his willingness to
endure shame

il P IR RS2 L PR 2% -
In the same day
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He demonstrated self-emptying
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All that his children may be reconciled
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In verse 28 of Luke 15
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Jesus tells us
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That the father came out to entreat the older son
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Can you feel with me the shock that must have
reverberated throughout the banquet hall
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As they watched the father hastily running out
leaving the guests
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Surely you must feel with that father
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The feeling of humiliating himself yet one
second time in one day

BLER —K - BRZ AR

And yet he did it in order to appeal to his son
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A father does not plead with his son
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It’s supposed to be that the son who does
exactly what the father says
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The son must fully obey his father
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And I want to take your mind up to that father
to think of the Heavenly Father
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God is not supposed to die for sinners
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Sinners are to listen and obey God or else
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And that is the stumbling block
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And that is why there are millions of people
refuse to believe in Jesus Christ
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They say, how can God let a perfect man die on
the cross for sinners
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And this is extraordinary
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It is the most incredible part of this whole story
that Jesus tells us
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The cross is incredible
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None of what is happening in this story
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Is the norm
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Or the normal practice
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None of this is what happened normally
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None of this makes cultural or logical sense
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The father gives himself for both sons
irrespectable of their response
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The father exercised the same self-emptying,
sacrificial love in the same day
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And all of this for that reason
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In order that he may visibly and dramatically
reach his two different sons
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Who were living in two different rebellions
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A way to salvation
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No wonder the apostle Paul said
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That the cross to those who are outside of the
faith is nonsense
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The perfect God died
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In order that he may pay for the punishment for
the sins of the wicked
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And if you are listening to me right now
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And you are among those who have difficulty
believing in Jesus Christ
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I want to tell you something very important
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Your pride is refusing to let you believe

TREVSFHEA SLVFIRARE -

Your pride is stopping you from believing that
your efforts, your prayers will get you to
heaven
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Your pride is telling you that your fast and your
alms giving is going to get you to heaven
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Bt the truth is not that
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Just as the father had to pay the price of self-

emptying love for the prodigal when he
returned home
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He had to pay the same price when he entreated
the older brother
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And by the same token
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Only when you surrender your pride and accept
what God did for you, will you know the peace
of God
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Only when you surrender your pride and

receive the forgiveness of God will you have
salvation

HA SR IR > B2 R 58 20 - (R
REFF2IRE -

In verse 31 of Luke 15
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The father uses a very deep endearment term,
oh, my boy
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Those Pharisees to whom Jesus was speaking
represented the older boy
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They knew not only the laws but also the
traditions
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They followed these traditions with the strictest
details
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But their hearts were in the far country
LR AT THY L A S JT 1 ©

Through Ezekiel, Jeremiah and Isaiah
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God was telling his people that it is the
condition of the heart that he is concerned with
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It is their inner attitude that he is concerned
about
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Not the outward form of religion
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Just as God in Christ was reconciling those
outside of the old covenant to himself through
the cross
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So will God also only save those who were in
the old covenant through the cross
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Even though the Pharisees stayed home in the
old covenant and kept the rules
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They can only be saved by the change of their
heart
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And that is why Jesus left the ending of this
parable up in the air
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The grand finale as it were, of this story ...
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Could be that the older brother one day will cry
with the mob saying
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Crucify the father, crucify the father
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But rejecting his love does not stop him from
continuing to love both the older and the
younger son
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To those who are in the old covenant in name
only

XL R S EARETHEIRI A >

And to those who are in the new covenant in
name only
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God is opening his arms to both
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But I want to bring this story to a personal level
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What was the older brother really saying
KILFRURA T TR 20 2

He was saying
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Hey, what about me
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Do you appreciate my faithfulness?
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Do you admire my hard work?
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And just as sibling rivalry and competition can
brew below the surface
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So does the rivalry among Christian brothers
and sisters
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When children convince themselves that

parents love the other sibling more than they
love them
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They can go out of their way either to hurt their

parents or to work hard to prove that they are
worthy of their parents love
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But in reality
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They do not comprehend that their parents love
them equally
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The father here loves both sons equally
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So before you become quick to judge the older
brother let’s look at ourselves
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Sometimes I feel like that older brother
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There are many Christians who are like that
older brother
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Because we do not comprehend the patience of
God, the long-suffering of God and the justice
of God

R B TTC 2 B e 2 - R e A i £
% Mg 2 5L e

We say, God why don’t you do something
about these sinners

AT > BT fRIE 2 AL B X EESE AR ?
And when we see a sinner repent, we don’t
rejoice
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And through it all we get self-centered and we
say, hey, what about me
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Don’t I deserve a feast
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Don’t I deserve a reward
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And in asking these questions, we are totally
neglecting our younger prodigals
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Those younger prodigals who are lost in despair
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I want you our listening audience to just use
your imagination for a minute
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If this returning repentant son had met the older
brother first
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The younger boy would never have come home
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Imagine the self-righteous, indignant attitude of
the older brother
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And I’m gong to ask you, do you have that kind
of attitude
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Is it because of you people say, who wants this
Christianity
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Is it because of your attitude some people say |
don’t want anything to do with this Christianity
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But I want to tell you tonight that the world
needs to see men and women who are
committed to Jesus Christ
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They are committed to Jesus Christ, not to a
denomination
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Committed to Jesus Christ, not to a religious
system
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Committed to Jesus Christ, not to a set of man-
made rules
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‘What the world wants to know, is how to have
power to live above the muck of sin
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How to have victory over sin
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How to see the world from God’s perspective
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And I’m going to tell you a very short story and
I’1l conclude
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There was a pioneer missionary to a tribe of
people called the Batak people
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As he studied the customs and the traditions of
the Batak people
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He found many noble laws and good principles
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And just before he ended his time, with no
apparent success whatsoever
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The chief of the tribe summoned him
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The chief said to him
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Our laws are just as good as your laws
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We too have laws that says that you must not
steal nor take your neighbors wife or bear false
witness
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And when someone breaks the law, he is
punished
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At that moment, the missionary had a
discernment from God
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And he said to the chief
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My master gives us power to keep these laws
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The chief was startled
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He wanted to know more about this power
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And in 6 months time, the chief and thousands
of others professed faith in Jesus Christ
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Today their half a million Christians among the
Batak people
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Let me remind you as I close
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Jesus plus nothing equals salvation
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Because he is the power of God unto salvation
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Therefore keeping all of the rules minus Jesus
equals damnation
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The decision is yours
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And I’'m going to pray with you to make the
right decision tonight
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Heavenly Father
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You know every listener who’s listening t us
right now
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You know where they are
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Where they are physically and where they are
spiritually
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And I pray for every older brother out there
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Who thinks that he’s going to get to heaven by
keeping the rules
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That they may repent of their sins and turn to
Jesus Christ
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I pray for all those younger brothers out there
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Who are in the far country
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That they may turn and repent of their sins
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We thank you for answering our prayers,
because we pray in Jesus name
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Amen

Bl ] -



