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1. Hello, listening friends. We are glad you joined
us;
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2. and I want to talk to you, today, about character.
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3. Inthe old days, character was very important.
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4. Today, as we get away from God, character is
becoming less important.
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5. I have spent a number of years of studying the
area of culture and cultural change.
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6. In fact, in those days of academia,
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7. there was a standard joke
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8. astowhy God never receives tenure at a
university.
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9. Therewasa saying in the universities that says,
"publish or perish."
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10. Here are some of the reasons why God would
never have been given a tenure at the university.
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11. They said that He had only one major
publication.
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12. It was written in Hebrew and in Greek,
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and the book had no references.
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He wasn’t published in prominent journals,
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and some deny the fact that He wrote the Book
Himself.
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They say that the scientific community cannot
replicate His results,
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and they said He rarely came to class;
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but He often told His students to read His Book;
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and that there are some that insisted that His
Son taught the class,
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and that He had to expel His first two students.
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Although there were only ten requirements,
most students have failed.
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They said that His office hours were irregular,
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and that He held His classes on a mountaintop;
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and it is that class on the mountain top on which
| want to talk about,
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and we will be discussing this for the next
several messages.
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In His class on the mountain top,
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God’s Son taught that what is accepted in
society may not be God’s standards,
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and what is acceptable by God may be rejected
by society.
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What is easily perceptible, today, is this:
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we have crossed over the divide that marked the
difference between worldly standards, and
biblical and moral standards.
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We see that secular and godless morality is
accepted by most people
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around the world.
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People are asking this question:
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“What do we do in times of cultural upheaval,
such as ours?
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What do we do in times of moral upheaval?
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What do we do when we see wholesale
departure from a biblical frame of reference?
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What do we do in times of cultural confusion?
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What do we do in times of social change?”
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We have only one option.
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We are compelled to go back to our anchor.
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We are compelled to go back to our foundation.
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We are compelled to go back to our roots.
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We are compelled to hold onto the truth and
refuse to budge or be forced to compromise.
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Today, we will begin our study by examining
what I call "The Master’s Manifesto."
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In The Master’s Manifesto, you will find that
our Master turns the world’s standards on its

head.
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Our Master turns the world’s norms upside
down.
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Our Master reverses the secular pattern of
culture;
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when the secular culture says,
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"Happy are you who are proud and aggressive,
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for you are going to get your Way,"
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you hear Jesus say,
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“Happy are you who are poor in spirit, for you
will get the Kingdom of Heaven.”

“REO I AATRE T Oy R AT e 7
When the secular culture says,
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"Happy are you who manipulate and scheme,
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for yours is the social ladder for climbing,"
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you will hear Jesus say,
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“Happy are you who mourn over your sin, for
you will be truly comforted.”
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When the secular culture says,
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"Happy are you who don’t care upon whom you
can step,

REETBC TR A AT T



61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72,

73.

74,

75.

76.

77.

78.

for yours is the road to success,"
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you will hear Jesus say,
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“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth.”
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When the secular lords say,
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"Happy is the one who accumulates more
possessions
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for that makes life worthwhile,"
XA ATEAATIE
you will hear Jesus say,
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“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be filled.”
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When the revolutionary pundits say,
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"Happy are you who are able to get even, for
this is a mean world,"
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the Lord Jesus says,
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“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain
mercy.”
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When those who say, "live for today and live for
self,”
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you will hear Jesus say,
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“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God.”
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When the world says,
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"Happy are those who stir up trouble and
scheme and manipulate and lie,
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for any selfish cause is a good cause,"
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you will hear Jesus say,
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“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called the children of God.”
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When Satan’s manifesto says,
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"Happy are you who stamp out God and His

Word out of public life,
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for this is how you can destroy Christianity,"
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The Master’s Manifesto says,
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“Blessed are you when people revile you and

persecute you and say all manner of evil against
you falsely for my sake.”

“NEHRIKEFERN @B SN
IREEE AT R AE R T =™

In The Master’s Manifesto, you will discover
the source and the nature of the character that

the world often talks about, but seldom
understands.
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Listen to me very carefully please.
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I want to tell you something about the truth.
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Character cannot be found,
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or firmly established in anyone’s life,
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without a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
R AR 5 SR PR A DI Y G 2R -

Do you have a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ?

PRAN T HRERAT 265 (S NG 2R 2

I will invite you to do so today,
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because you can talk about character all the time.
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You can talk about morality and its laxity in
public life.
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You can talk about all the social ills;
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but, without Jesus Christ, we are putting a Band-
Aid on a gunshot wound.
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Without Jesus Christ,
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we are treating cancer with aspirin.

BT I BT DL MR BRI R AE —#F -

SECTIONB
LB

1.

10.

Without Jesus Christ,
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we are putting out a brush fire with a bucket of
water.
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Without Jesus Christ,

A U IR IE -

we are draining a flood with a small hose.
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Now, to be sure, the crowd to whom Jesus was
speaking could not understand everything that
He was saying;
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but, as God’s Messiah, He had a vision for them.
(Bt R R TR AT R R
He did not only see them the way they were, but
the way they could be.
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Isn’t that wonderful about the Lord Jesus Christ?
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He did not only see their inability, but He saw
their possibility.
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He did not only see their current condition, but
He saw their possible future conduct.
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As the King Who rules in the hearts of men and
women,
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He knew that, when His Kingdom was
established in the life of an individual, it would
be established in the life of a family.
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When His Kingdom is established in the life of
a family,
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it will be established in the life of a community.
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When God’s Kingdom is established in the life
of a community,
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it will be established in a society.
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Jesus knew
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that one person, plus The Master’s Manifesto,
will make a difference,
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because The Master’s Manifesto tells us that
character comes before conduct.
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He tells us that being is more important than
doing.
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Jesus tells us that being spiritual should be more
important than ritual.
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He is telling us that what is below the surface
will shape the surface.
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He is telling us that what is important is not
what you have, but what you are.
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What Jesus is telling us is that what is in the
private heart will shape the public life;
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and that is why what we call "The Master’s
Manifesto" is a vitally important document.
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Some of you call it the "Beatitudes."
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Jesus has given us His manifesto and, whenever
someone has obeyed it, it has made a difference.
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They have changed the world for good and for
God.
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I’ll give you one example.
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William Wilberforce
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was a British parliamentarian several hundred
years ago.
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He read The Master’s Manifesto
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and, then, single-handedly ended slavery;
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then, Wilberforce was introduced to The
Master’s Manifesto through John Wesley;
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and, just in case you think that I am talking
about big famous names or giant people, listen
carefully.
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John Wesley was introduced to the Master by a
porter.
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When John Wesley was twenty-one years of age,
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he went to Oxford University.
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Although he was a minister’s son,
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he was gifted,
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he was good looking,
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but he was cynical,
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he was snobbish,
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and he was sarcastic;
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and, one night at Oxford University,
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he was making fun of a porter
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who literally had nothing on his back except a
coat.
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Wesley sarcastically said to him,
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“What else do you thank God for?..”
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and the porter smiled and gently said,
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“I thank Him that He has given me my life,
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and a heart to love Him,
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and, above all, a constant desire to serve Him by
serving others...”
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and that became the turning point in John
Wesley’s life;
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S0, every one of you can make a difference.
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In the year 1791,
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when Wesley was at his death bed,
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he was about eighty-eight years of age.
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He attributed his life and his ministry to that
encounter with the lowly porter.
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I have noticed that we have just run out of time,
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61. and I want to tell you so much more about this;
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62. so, will you promise me that you will tune in
next time so you can hear the rest of this?
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63. Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessings.
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