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THE MASTER’S MANIFESTO - 2

SECTION A
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Hello, listening friends. We are glad you joined
us again.
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You don’t have to be an important person to
make a difference for God.

VRN EAAS T LA A BE D TG H R
JLRI A

The Master’s Manifesto is about being;
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and that is why Jesus pronounces these
"peatitudes," or "blessings."
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He said, “Happy are you,” “happy are you,”
“happy are you.”
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Every one of you know that people are trying to
sell happiness.
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They tell you that, if you buy this particular
refrigerator, you are going to be happy;
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or, if you buy this television, you’ll be happy;
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or, if you buy this particular toothpaste, you’ll
be happy.
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The tragedy is
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that, as we depart away from the Master’s
Manifesto,
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the more we believe that happiness and joy can
be found in things,
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and it becomes like salt water --
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the more you drink it, the more you thirst for it,
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and goes on and on;
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and that is why some people, today, are going
from one experience to another,
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but they have no inner satisfaction.
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According to The Master’s Manifesto,
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happiness is not found in any of the places that
people think they found it.
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Happiness is not found in the abandonment of
faith.
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Voltaire, a French playwrite, was the most
outspoken opponent of the faith;
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and, yet, he wrote the following words,
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“I wish I had never been born.”
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Happiness is not found in pleasure.
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Lord Byron, the British poet,
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lived a life of pleasure,
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and listen to what he writes:
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“The worm, the canker, the grief, are mine
alone.”
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Certainly happiness is not found in money.
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One of the wealthiest people in the world,
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when he was dying, he said,
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“I suppose I am the most miserable man on
earth.”
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Certainly, happiness is not found in possession
or fame.
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Lord Beaconskroft enjoyed more than his fair
share of both;
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and, yet, he wrote,
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“Youth is a mistake.
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Manhood is a struggle.

JRAF IR — s F 4
Old age is a regret.”
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Happiness is not found in military glory either.
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Alexander the Great conquered the known
world in his day;
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and, having done so he wept sorrowfully
because there were no more worlds to conquer.
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The only contentment that anyone can have is
from knowing the Master.
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Knowing the Master leads us to living by The
Master’s Manifesto.
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The Master’s Manifesto is where true happiness
is found.
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At the first part of that Manifesto,
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Jesus said,
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“Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.”
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In this first beatitude,
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the King spells out the nature of His Kingdom.
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The root of the Greek word, "makarios," which
could easily mean "contented is the poor in
spirit,”
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or "fortunate is the poor in spirit,"
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or "fulfilled is the poor in spirit."
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Blessed, indeed, are those who recognize their
poverty in spirit.
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If you read the Gospel of Luke, you will find

that the word "in spirit" is not there;
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but the very word "poverty"” means "poverty of
spirit.”
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All of the beatitudes have to do with the inner
character, and not the outer appearances.
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They have to do with the spiritual condition, not
the material possession.
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There are many exhortations in the Scripture
regarding the poor and caring for the poor.
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Here, in The Master’s Manifesto, Jesus is

dealing specifically with the inner spiritual
condition of the heart;
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so, what is the spiritual poverty?
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Spiritual poverty does not mean a person who
does not read the Scripture.
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Spiritual poverty does not mean the person who
spends little time in prayer.
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Spiritual poverty does not mean the person who
does not walk in the Spirit.
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You may now be asking, “What does it mean to

be poor in spirit?”
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| want to explain this.
LRI PRI

By nature, we all are self-sufficient.
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By nature, we think that we are good.
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By nature, we think that, if we don’t kill, or rob,
or steal, then, we are fine.
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By nature, we think that, if we have a church
affiliation, then, we are religious people.
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By nature, we think that, if we have given some
money to charity, then, we are okay.
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What Jesus is saying is that our assumptions are
wrong.
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By definition, the word "poor" means "lacking
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in something."
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To be "poor in spirit™ is to recognize is that we
are nothing, have nothing and can do nothing.
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Poverty in spirit is being conscious of my
emptiness.
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Poverty in spirit is the work of the Spirit of God
showing me as | am,
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not as | want to deceive myself and think that |
am.
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Poverty in spirit means that | come to the

painful discovery that all of my righteousness is
like a filthy rag.
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Poverty in spirit is the spiritual awakening that
tells me that, without Christ, my best
performance is unacceptable.
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Poverty in spirit manifests itself when an

individual can say that, without Jesus Christ, |
am deserving of Hell and damnation for all of

eternity.
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Listen very carefully, please.
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Jesus is not saying that, if someone is poor in
spirit, Jesus will give him the Kingdom of God,;
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Jesus is saying that the man who is poor in spirit
is happy because he has the Kingdom.
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The happiness of the Kingdom is a natural
sequence and not an arbitrary reward.
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The King is not bestowing gifts to make people
happy;
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but, rather, He creates the condition within us
that enables us to find happiness
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Happiness is an inside job,
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87. not an outside.
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88. Happiness has its roots, not in the outward
circumstances,
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89. but in the inward condition of the character.
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90. One doesn’t find happiness in marriage;
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91. but he takes happiness into marriage.
1172 Ko = Ay S A A 2

92. One doesn’t find happiness in the job.
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93. He takes happiness into the job.
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94. One doesn’t find happiness in a church.
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95. You take happiness into the church.
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96. Happiness comes from within;
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97. and it begins by recognizing that I, as a person,
am dependent on God.
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98. It begins by recognizing that | am not the
captain of my ship.
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99. Happiness begins by recognizing that I am not
the all-powerful being.
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1. If I am willing to be governed and ruled by the
King,
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2. then, I am admitting my spiritual poverty.
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3. The poor in spirit are those in whom the pride of
the will,
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4. and the pride of the intellect,
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and the pride of the heart,
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are all bending to the royal King.
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How do you obtain the Kingdom?
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How do you get to Heaven?
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You obtain the Kingdom when you submit to
the King.
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Poverty in spirit emanates from the very act of
submission.
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Of course, we all know that financial
bankruptcy is not a good thing;
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but declaring spiritual bankruptcy is the greatest
act that will bring you joy and happiness.

R B8 R H e i T A2 -
SNV RSV AR 2

Will you do that--
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come submitting to the Master?
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Will you acknowledge that you are spiritually
bankrupt?
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| believe the Lord Jesus will answer your prayer.
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Come to Him, declaring your poverty in spirit.
kBt Ay o HE IR BT

Shall we pray?
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"Heavenly Father,
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we declare to you our spiritual poverty,
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and that, without Jesus, we can do nothing.
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We submit to His Kingdom and His rule.
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Let Him come into our lives
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24. in the person of the Holy Spirit.
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25. Amen."
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