(REgRR) BEHX

FHESE -3
THE MASTER’S MANIFESTO - 3

SECTION A
F#8

1.

10.

Hello, listening friends. We are glad you’ve
joined us again.
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Let me remind you that we are studying The
Master’s Manifesto.
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I want to begin by telling you that there are a
growing number of businesses that utilize
graphology.
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They use that as a test for their prospective
employees.
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Graphology is the study of handwriting.
E SN TIETWN: OR b7l i

The reason that handwriting is studied by

employers is for the purpose of character
analysis.
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Experts in that field claim that, based on certain

handwriting distinctives, they can draw certain
conclusions regarding one’s personality.
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I am told that the style of handwriting for each
of us is different.
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It’s just like fingerprinting;
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and that style of our handwriting helps those

experts to determine whether we are outgoing
or introverted,
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or, what our personality is like,
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only by seeing the handwriting.
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Well, I don’t understand this,
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but I take their word for it.
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I am not here to argue for or against
handwriting analysis.
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What this idea reminds me of is this:
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there is biblical truth about it.
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In 2 Corinthians, Chapter 3, verse 2,
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the Apostle Paul tells us that the followers of
the Lord Jesus Christ are a written Epistle,
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and that written Epistle is known to be read
everywhere.
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I want to ask you this question on this broadcast:
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how are people reading you?
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Do they read your life as a follower of the Lord
Jesus Christ?
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In today’s world, we view happiness as a
subjective state, instead of being an objective
judgment,
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and that is why so many Christians, even in the
church today, have a very hard time
comprehending The Master's Manifesto;

‘W%ﬁﬁéﬁéym TESKEAZR
WO EGE - FMREEENES -

and that is why we are studying it in these
broadcasts.
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When Jesus said, “Happy are you...”
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He never meant the feeling of happiness,
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because the feelings are passing.
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Feelings can go up or go down, depending on
the circumstances.
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If that was what Jesus meant, imagine what He
was saying when He said, “Blessed are you

who mourn...,“ "happy are you who mourn..
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This does not mean mourning over the loss of
loved ones.
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This does not mean mourning over financial
losses.
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This does not mean mourning over the loss of
self-respect.
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Jesus did not mean any of this.
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In our last message,
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we saw that the first stage of spiritual blessing,
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the first stage of developing Christian character,
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it is by acknowledging and declaring publicly
that we have nothing of ourselves;
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that we have no spiritual power of our own.
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We saw that, to be poor in spirit, is to declare
spiritual bankruptcy.
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To be poor in spirit is to empty ourselves of

ourselves in order to be filled with the Spirit of
God.
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To be poor in spirit is to come to the realization
that I have nothing to offer,
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nothing to plead,
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nothing with which I can buy favor from
Heaven.
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To be poor in spirit is to declare with the hymn
writer who said,
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“Nothing in my hand I bring,
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simply to thy cross I cling.
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Naked, I come to thee for dress,
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helpless, look to thee for grace.
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Foul, I to the fountain fly.
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Wash me, Savior, or I will die.”
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That s what it means to be poor in spirit;
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and, to such people, said Jesus, belongs the
Kingdom of Heaven.
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In this broadcast, I come to the second stage of
blessing.
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It is found in Matthew, Chapter 5, verse 4.
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“Blessed are those who mourn,
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for they shall be comforted.”
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Mourning has different forms, as we are going
to see in a minute.
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Mourning, in any of its forms, is familiar to
most of us.

JEIe BRI U8 - K2 EAHRR 2,

I am sure some of you have felt like the
psalmist in Psalm 55
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when he said,
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“Oh, that I would have wings of a dove; that I
would fly away and be at rest; that I would flee

far away; that I would hasten to my place of
shelter from the tempest and the storm.”
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I am sure all of us have felt that way at some
point in our lives.
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I am sure some of you have found yourself in a
place of disappointment.
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Some of you have found yourselves in a place
of failure.
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Some of you have found yourself in a place of
loss.
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Some of you have found yourself in a place of
SOITOW.
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Some of you have found yourself in the place
of utter frustration with life.

LN P PNE: T Eor S i

When you find yourself standing there and the
sky is thundering and the lightning is in the sky,
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I am sure you wish you could say with the
psalmist, “Oh, that I had wings like a dove that
I would fly away.”
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I know that, for some people, comfort is very
elusive
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Some think that their comfort is in a pill.
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Some think that their comfort is in drugs.
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Some think their comfort is in a bottle of
alcohol.
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Some think their comfort is in denial of reality;
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and there are some who think that their comfort
is in traveling far away;
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And there are some who think that their
comfort is to be found in excessive work;

WA » AMETAERT LSRR -

but the truth is that our real comfort can never
be found in these places,
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because those who will truly be comforted are
those who know how to mourn.
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I explained to you in the last message,
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much of The Master's Manifesto is a paradox.
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This paradox cannot be any clearer anywhere in
the beatitudes than you see it here in the second
beatitude.

FEEWEST  XFPE - R - MERE
RHEA -
It is so clear it can hit you in the face.
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What can be more contradictory than "happy
are the unhappy?"
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That is really what Jesus is saying here.
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87. "Happy are the unhappy."
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88. The road to joy and rejoicing is through
mourning.
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89. Iam sure I can hear, some of you are saying,
“What does that mean? That’s absurd!...”
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90. and, given our worldview, I agree with you.
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91. That is absurd.
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92. The world tells us that to be happy is to avoid
pain.
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93. They tell us that to be happy is to avoid
disappointment.
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94. To be happy is to avoid frustration.
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95. To be happy is to avoid hardship.
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96. To be happy is to avoid sorrow and grief and
mourning;
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97. but Jesus said,
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98. "Happy are the unhappy."
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99. Jesus goes even further than this.
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1. In Luke, Chapter 6, verse 25,
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2. He said, “Woe to you who laugh now, for you
will mourn and weep.”
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3. InJohn 16:20, Jesus said,
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“.--you will weep and you will mourn while
the world rejoices.”
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On the surface, this sounds very discouraging.
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Jesus is telling us, "happy are the unhappy?"
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What kind of a motivational seminar is He
offering to His followers?
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Not much.
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Before you answer these questions,
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I want to tell you that there are three types of
mourning in the Scripture.
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There is the mourning that emanates out of self-
pity,
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There is mourning that emanates out of
doubting God’s Word,;
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and there is a mourning that emanates out of

unfulfilled lust, like that of Amnon, the son of
David.
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There is mourning that emanates out of
destroyed ambitions and destroyed dreams;
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but, then, there is a second type of mourning.
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This type of mourning is a legitimate type of
mourning.
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This type of mourning is proper.
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This type of mourning is right.
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This type of mourning is God’s gift to us to
help us cope with life’s difficulties and with
life’s disappointment.
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This type of mourning is like a safety valve that
lets out the poison air of pain and grief.
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This type of sorrow is like the balm that is
placed on the wound.
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This type of mourning is God’s provision for us
to receive healing and to receive solace.
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You are aware of the saying that says, "Too
much sunshine makes us a Sahara."
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I want to tell you that a trouble-free life is a
shallow life.
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I can almost hear some of you saying,
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“I would like to live in that shallow end just
for a little while.”
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[ understand how you feel.
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I want to tell you something that really has
touched my heart.
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Several years ago,
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there was a man who wrote some of the most
beautiful music in the history of Christianity;
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yet, he lived a life of sorrow, a life of mourning;
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yet, that had never stopped him from writing
magnificent, beautiful music.
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Listen to his life story.
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By the age of ten,

TZHREE

both parents died.
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He was raised by an older brother who raised
him up begrudgingly.
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As an adult,
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his life was marked by sorrow and mourning.
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His first wife died after they had been married
for thirteen years.
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Out of twenty children of two marriages, ten
died in infancy.
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One child died when he was in his twenties.
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One child was mentally retarded.
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Anyone would say this is enough sorrow for
two lifetimes;
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but that was not all.
L2 -
He eventually went blind;
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then, he was paralyzed by a stroke;
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but he continued to write music,
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wonderful music --
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music of profound praise and thunderous
thanksgiving with filled adoration to God
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Who was this man who lived such a life of
mourning and sorrow?
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It was none other than Johann Sebastian Bach,
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a devout Lutheran, perhaps the world’s greatest
composer for church music.
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I want you to listen to me closely.
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Even in the deepest depth of your despair,
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God’s blessings are there.
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Timothy was prone to discouragement and
despair
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which led the Apostle Paul to tell him, in 2
Timothy 1:4,
IEWERER P ESREE R G + 1 & 4 TRt
iy

“Timothy, I always remember your tears.”
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The Apostle Paul, himself, mourned in Acts,
Chapter 20, when he was departing from the
Ephesian elders,
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especially when he was warning them about
what’s going to happen to them.

THAEMERREMA] - B2 % 2 FHE T
i o

Jeremiah, Chapter 9, verse 1.
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You find Jeremiah, there, in anguish over
Israel’s sin,

{RE L » BRFER LAy T L E SR SRR L
ik

so much so that he could say, “Oh, that my
head was a spring of water,
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so that I may weep day and night over my

people.”
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I have noticed that we’ve just run out of time
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and I want to tell you so much more about this;
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so, will you promise me that you will tune in
next time so you can hear the rest of this?
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessings.
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