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1. Hello, listening friends. I’'m glad you joined us
again.
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Last time, we ran out of time, so I want to tell
you the rest of this story today.
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I hope you are prepared with your Bibles and
ready to listen.
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The Bible gives us a third type of mourning.
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It is this type of mourning that Jesus uses, here,
in this passage of Matthew 5
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when he said, “Blessed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted.”
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This type of mourning is a godly mourning.
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This type of sorrow is godly sorrow.
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This type of mourning will mature you to full
stature of Christ.
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In the first beatitude, Jesus said that the
entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven begins
with being poor in spirit,
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and poverty in spirit is going to lead you into
mourning over sin;
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and those who are poor in spirit will become
those who will mourn.
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It was of this type of mourning that the Bible
said Peter mourned after he denied the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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The Bible said he wept bitterly;
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and the Aramaic word that Jesus uses here
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means that heartfelt grief.
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It is not an emotional feeling.
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In fact, it has nothing to do with emotion.
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It is a deep, inner feeling of anguish.
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That same word is used in Genesis 37,
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when Jacob’s boys came and lied to him and
told him that Joseph was being devoured by an
animal.
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He had inner mourning.
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It is used in Mark 16:10,
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when the Disciples mourned before they knew
that Jesus was raised from the dead.
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It’s the same word that is used in the Book of
Revelation, Chapter 18 and verses 11 and 15,
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where it is said that, when the world economy
collapses,
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and the business people will mourn over the
situation.
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That is the kind of mourning that Jesus is
talking about --
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a deep, inner agony.
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It is a mourning that you and I must feel toward
our sin and disobedience.
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Let me tell you a story.
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In Dundee of Scotland,
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there was a famous preacher.
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His name was Robert Murray McShane.
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He died at the age of thirty;
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and, one day, a young minister came to visit his
church.
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He asked the man in the church to tell him what
is the secret of McShane’s power.
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McShane was instrumental in leading many
people to Christ all over Scotland.
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The old sexton looked at the young man and
said, “Come with me.”

— (B EHENZABZ
He led him into the church
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and, then, into the study,

ZJa » RAIEPE

and he showed him some of McShane’s books.

fib = — L2 W R Pt g -

B

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

38.

59.

60.

61.

62.

Some of these books were still there.
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He motioned to a chair that McShane used to sit

in.
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He said to him, “Sit down here...”
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and the visitor obeyed.
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He said, “Now, put your head on your hands...”
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and the young man complied.
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He said to him, “Now, let tears flow, for that’s
what McShane did.”
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Next, he led him into the church building
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and they went up to the pulpit,
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and he said to him,
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“Put your elbows on the pulpit...”
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and the visitor did;
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then, the sexton said,
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“Now, put your face between your hands...’
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and the young man complied.
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The sexton said,
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“Now, let tears flow.
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That’s what McShane used to do.”
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Jesus said,
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“Blessed are those who mourn.”
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Jesus is not saying that happiness comes from
the act of mourning.
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Jesus is saying that happiness comes with what
God does in response to your mourning.
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Happiness comes with forgiveness and the
healing that results from such mourning.
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God’s comfort can only be experienced by

those who are prone to weep over their sin and
not gloss over it.
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Godly mourning brings God’s forgiveness,
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and God’s forgiveness brings God’s happiness
and comfort.
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This is the kind of mourning that Jesus is
talking about.
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He is not speaking about the psychological and

emotional experience that makes people feel
bad sometimes.
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The world says
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that, when you find yourself in trouble,
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work your way out of it;
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or, grit your teeth a little harder,
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or, lift your chin up a little higher,
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or, plaster a smile on your face;
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but that’s not what Jesus is saying.
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Jesus said
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that the only way to be happy,
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the only way you can have a genuine smile,
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the only way that you can be truly comforted,
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is when you confess and you mourn over your
sin.
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What I want to tell you comes from my heart.
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When you have a secret sin in your life,
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no amount of positive thinking will help you.
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No amount of hard work will hide it.
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No amount of self-affirmation is going to heal
you.
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Sin and happiness are completely, totally,
absolutely, positively incompatible.
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Sin and happiness cannot co-exist together.
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Mourning over sin brings forgiveness of sins.
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Forgiveness of sin brings true joy and
happiness.
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Joy and happiness can only be experienced
through mourning.
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There is no other way.
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I know there are some people who want to be
foolishly happy.
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They want to be frivolously happy.
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They want to be self-sufficiently happy,
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or indulgence-happy;
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but listen to what James said
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to all of these people.
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1. He said, “Be miserable and mourn and weep
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2. and let your laughter turn into mourning
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3. and your joy to gloom.”
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4. 1did not write this.
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5.  The Word of God said this.
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6. Now, don’t misunderstand me.
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7. The Bible recognizes legitimate sense of humor,
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8. and I’m not against sense of humor.
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9. TI’'m not talking about mourning versus laughing.
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10. In fact, the Book of Proverbs, Chapter 17, verse
22, said,
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11.  “A joyful heart is a good medicine...”
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12. but the heart that rejoices in sin is not taking
medicine. It is taking poison.
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13. TItis like a sugar-coated poison tablet.
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14. Please, I don’t want you to misunderstand this
text.
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15. Jesus is not talking about the morbid type of
mourning.
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16. He’s not talking about the despairing type of

mourning.
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He’s not talking about that false humility type
of mourning.
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In fact, true mourning over sin does not focus
on ourselves at all.
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True mourning over sin does not even focus on
the sin itself.

FEX IR - A2 HETRE -

True mourning focuses on God, Who forgives
us our sins.
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When Paul made his famous statement in
Romans 7, “wretched man that I am,”
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I am convinced in my heart that the context of
this passage was mourning over sin;
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however, he does not dwell there.
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He does not stay there.
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He goes on in verse 25
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and says,
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“The way to victory is through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.”
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Paul knew where to get the victory;
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but, he also knew that the victory of yesterday
will not stretch for tomorrow,
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and the victory of tomorrow will not stretch to
the day after,
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and the victory of last year will not last for the
victory for next year.
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The victory is a daily conquest.
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Have you ever asked yourself, "What are the
marks of Christian maturity?"
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Certainly, you know that you are not sinless;
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SO maturity cannot mean sinlessness.
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That will happen in Heaven.
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The mark of spiritual maturity is growing
awareness of the sinfulness of sin.

JB R AT > B R SRR AT
The Apostle John said,
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“If we say we have no sin,
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we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us;
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but, if we confess our sin...”
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or, in other words, if we "mourn" over our
sins...
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“God is faithful and just and He will forgive
us our sins,
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and cleanses us from all unrighteousness.”
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I want to illustrate to you what I mean by the
sinfulness of sin.
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The Romans, sometimes, compelled a captured
enemy soldier to be joined face to face with a
dead body.
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There, they remained until the horrible effluvia
destroyed the life of the living victim.
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Virgil, the Roman writer, described this cruel
punishment this Way
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“The living and the dead, at his command,
were coupled face to face,
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hand to hand,
FEF

until choked with stench, a loathsome embrace
tied the living wretch to pine away and die...”
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and now, my dear listener,
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hear me right.
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Spiritually speaking, this is what sin does.
WERAVE X B > SRt 2t -

Spiritually speaking, this is sin.
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You are face to face with a dead body and you
stay there and stay there.
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Eventually, it will choke you spiritually.
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Until you mourn over sin and until you confess
your sin, you will not receive God’s comfort.
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God promises that, just as our mourning over
sin rises to Heaven,
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by return mail, you’ll receive comfort
immediately.
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There is no waiting time.
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Comfort will be received immediately.
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I think we all know the comfort of a father or a
mother,
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but I want to tell you that the comfort of God is
much greater.
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Have you ever experienced the comfort of God
in your life?
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I have.
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There are times when I feel that I’'m least

deserving of His comfort and, yet, His comfort
surrounds me.
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He will comfort us completely in Heaven, but
He also comforts us here.
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In Heaven, the comfort will be permanent,
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for the Bible said that He will wipe away our
tears.
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How?
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Because there will no longer be any mourning
over sin.
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What are other things that stop Christians from
proper mourning over sin?
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In fact, it is the very thing that stops
unbelievers from coming to the Kingdom.
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First of all,
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conceit.
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Conceit will always hinder you from mourning.
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What do I mean by conceit?
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Conceit will always tell you that there is no
need for proper mourning.
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Conceit blames other people.
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Conceit tells you that the problem is with your
spouse, or with your parents, or with somebody
else.
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This will hinder you from mourning;
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and, subsequently, it’s going to hinder you from
receiving comfort;
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then, there’s a second thing.
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A callous will grow on any part of the skin, just
by rubbing on for a little while.

UBRTE B2 ok AT AR R0 EE $— BRI A »
ReKHEEE -

We become insensitive to God’s voice and our
hearts grow callous to sin, and, consequently,
we do not mourn.

AT TAS PR T A R o FAT TR Lot R
K ZEURY - R IR ) -

I have talked to people in the past who have
said to me
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they will be living in sin, and, when I counsel
them about repenting and mourning over sin,
they would say, “Everybody sins.”
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They say, “I know my sin is bad, but not as bad
as somebody else.”
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No, no, but, Jesus said, “Blessed are those who
mourn over their sin, for they shall be truly

comforted.”
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Then, there is something else that hinders
people from mourning;
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and, consequently, it keeps them from receiving
comfort
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and it is despair.
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By despair, I mean
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95. giving up on God.
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96. By despair, I mean
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97. putting ourselves out of God’s grace.
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98. The ones who are in despair often say, “I am
destined to sin.
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99. It is part of human nature.
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1. Icannothelpit.”
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2. What despair does is excuse sin.
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3. Despair denies the fact that God is calling us.
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4. Heis even longing for us to come and mourn
over our sin
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5. so that we may receive His comfort.
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6. Do you know that God longs to comfort you,
tonight?
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7. Itis my prayer that you will experience His
comfort tonight.
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8.  Until next time, I pray for God’s comfort.

FUCTH UL A KRR



