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Hello, listening friends. We are so glad you
joined us again;
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and, today, I want to talk to you about hunger
and thirst.
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The world over, people are obsessed with food
and diets.
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I am told that, on a given day in the United

States of America, one-third of the population
is on some sort of a diet.
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Now, there are people who always say, “I am
going to diet tomorrow...”
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and they always do that after a very large meal;
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but our times are so different from biblical
times,
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and our mindset is so different from that of the
time of the Lord Jesus, when He was on the
earth.
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The people to whom Jesus was speaking
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were starving to death.
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Even the poorest among us is able to find food.
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It wasn’t so back then.

A EACHA—FE -

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

It is important for us, therefore, to grasp the
meaning of what Jesus is saying.
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He said, “Blessed are they who hunger and
thirst after righteousness.”
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His hearers could easily relate His words to
physical hunger.
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Some even could understand spiritual hunger,
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because, to them, food and water were an
absolute necessity, and not luxury;
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and, in biblical times, both food and water were
so scarce that they never wasted them;
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so, when Jesus said, “Blessed are they who
hunger and thirst for righteousness,”
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His hearers immediately understood that
righteousness is not a luxury, but a necessity.
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Let’s look at this.
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What does “righteousness” mean?
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Very briefly, it means seeking after pleasing

God.
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It means going after God’s heart.
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It is an absolute necessity for spiritual life, as
drink and food for the physical life.
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I want you to imagine that, one day, you wake
u
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and there’ll be no cars,
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no electricity,
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no telephones,
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no buses.
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Imagine what life will be like.
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Now, in a spiritual realm, righteousness is like
that.
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Righteousness is not an optional spiritual
supplement, but an absolute necessity.
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Hungering for righteousness—thirsting for

righteousness—is as important, for every
believer in Jesus Christ, as food and water.
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You can no more spiritually live, or even

survive, without righteousness, than we can live
without food and water.
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I am sure you know that, in the ancient world,
there were lots of famines;
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and that is why they valued food and water.
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Any person who owned a well was considered
to be a very wealthy person.
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Rome, itself, experienced a famine back in the
year 436 BC.
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It was so severe that thousands of people
literally threw themselves into the Tiber River
to drown.
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We don’t know what that is like.
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I fast one day a week for spiritual reasons,
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but twenty-four hours in a week is nothing;
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but I have never been completely deprived of
food.
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Not many of us—even the poorest among us;
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but what I’m talking about is something greater
than food.
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The people to whom Jesus was talking
understood exactly what it is to experience
starvation.
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I am told that there are four stages of starvation.
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The first stage
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is irritation.
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The second stage
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is physical exhaustion.
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The third stage
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is depression;
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and the fourth stage
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is lifelessness;
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and that happens spiritually, too.
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Jesus is saying,
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"Hunger and thirst for righteousness. You will
be satisfied."
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This is one type of hunger and one type of thirst

that you can be sure you will receive
satisfaction from God,;
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but, if you let your hunger for righteousness be
satisfied with fake food,

{EHZ > QAR IR ] —SL (R B A R R o
SCHIHLYE -

then, you will go through these same four
stages of starvation spiritually.
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Some of you may be saying,
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“What do you mean by ‘fake food?’"
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Let me tell you about a native plant in Central
America.
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That plant is called the Nardou plant.
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If you eat it,
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it immediately fills you up.
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It gives you a sense of satisfaction.
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You don’t feel like you want food or drink
anymore.
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It fills the stomach very quickly,
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but has no nutritional value whatsoever.
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Not so long ago,
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a group of Englishmen were traveling
throughout the jungles of Central America,
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and they relied completely upon this Nardou
plant.
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They died of starvation.
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Why?
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Because they were not aware that the plant had
a deceptive character;
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and, when you and I settle for anything less
than the righteousness of God,
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we could die of spiritual starvation.
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If you rely on a church membership,
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you will die of spiritual starvation.
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If you rely on a preacher or minister,
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you will die of spiritual starvation.
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If you rely on rituals and ceremonies,
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you will die of spiritual starvation.
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If you rely on fame and fortune,
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you will die of spiritual starvation.
1)@ RAV A ar it 2 AL -

If you rely on your reputation,
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you will die of spiritual starvation;
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and, if you apply those four stages of physical
starvation in your life,
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and apply them to the spiritual life,
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you will find the following happens:
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First of all,
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96. You will become susceptible to virus of
temptation.
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97. Are you irritated right now?
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98. Then, watch out.
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99. You are in the first stage of spiritual starvation.
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1. Here are the signs of irritation:
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2. criticizing the church,
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3. criticizing the ministers,
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4. criticizing singing,
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5. criticizing those in leadership.
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6. If that is happening to you,
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7.  take notice.
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8. You are hungering after the wrong things.
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9. You are not hungering after righteousness.
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10. You are not hungering after Jesus.
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11. You are not hungering after the Kingdom of
God.

TR R E -

12. You are not hungering after the glory of God.
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13. The next step in spiritual starvation will be this:
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14. you’ll become spiritually listless and indifferent,

you will become weak and irritable.
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and you will say, “Who cares what
happens?”...
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and, then, thirdly,
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you’ll become spiritually depressed;
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and, finally, you will spiritually die.
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I thought of an old farmer, one time, who was
talking to his pastor;
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and his pastor said he was going to a

conference to discuss how to get people into the
church,
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and the old farmer said to him,
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he said, “Pastor, this is strange to me.
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When I go to farmer’s convention, they never
discuss how to get the cattle to the food.
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When we get together as farmers,
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many groups try to serve you food that makes
you feel good, instead of nutritional food.
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We spend our time discussing the best kind of
food.”
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We can learn from this farmer,
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because, unfortunately, in our generation,
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we find people going after entertainment,
instead of solid food.
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We find people who are going after pleasing
oneself.
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We find that many groups are anxious to give
you fancy food, but no nutritional value;

HATEMFL N » ST RIRERERT 0
'Y mERIEREFRNEY) -

but Jesus said,
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"Unless you hunger for righteousness,
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unless you thirst for righteousness,
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you will never be satisfied."
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Not so long ago,

AR

a lady in the United States
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decided to serve dog food to the party.
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She was a very good cook
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and she tried to trick the people to see if they
can distinguish that food or not.
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She made the food look so good,

iR YIS EE I E -

people ate it within ten minutes.
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This explains to us how undiscerning people
are;
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and God created us to hunger for food and thirst
for water physically.
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He also created us to hunger and thirst for
righteousness, spiritually speaking.
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God created us with that inner longing to be
filled.
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Many years ago, a lady came to my office,
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and she said,
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“I’'m going to leave my husband
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because he is not fulfilling me.”
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I'looked her in the eye and I said,
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“God forbid that your husband should fulfill
you.
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Jesus should be the only One Who can fulfill
you.”
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If you look to your spouse for fulfillment,
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if you look to the church for fulfillment,
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if you look for your job to fulfill you,
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you are not going to be fulfilled;
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but here’s the good news:
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the presence of hunger and thirst in you is
evidence of life.
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Dead people don’t hunger or thirst.
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The unsaved person has no appetite for God.
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He has no appetite for what pleases God.
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Jeremiah tells us
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that when people stop thirsting after
righteousness,
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which is the living water,
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they will dig for themselves cisterns—broken
cisterns—that cannot hold water.
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It will run dry.
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It is tragic when people hunger for God’s
righteousness, but they attempt to fill that void
in their own lives with the wrong things.
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The prodigal son wanted to be a big shot and he
sought his independence from his father.
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He thought that this is how he was going to be
fulfilled;
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and, when he became starved physically,
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he filled his stomach with the husk that was
served to the pigs,
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an incredible insult for a Jew.
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When he left home,
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he was full of himself
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and he said, "Give me, give me..."
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but, when he came back,
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he said, "Make me, make me."
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I pray that this will be your prayer:
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that you would say to the Lord Jesus Christ,
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“Lord Jesus, make me.
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I want to thirst and hunger after righteousness.
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I don’t want to fill my hunger with anything
except your righteousness...”
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because Jesus said, “Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst after righteousness,”
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for Jesus will fulfill and satisfy your hunger and
thirst;
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and, until we meet next time,
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it is my prayer that you will seek God with all
of your heart.
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessings.
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