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Hello, listening friends. I am glad you joined
us again.
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Tonight, I want to talk to you about peace.
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This is a very important subject;
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but I want to begin by telling you an
observation that I have.
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In an art gallery in Florence, Italy,
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you will find two paintings side by side.
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On the surface, the two paintings look very
similar;
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but, on a closer examination, they are complete
contrasts.
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One picture has a stormy sea,
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wild waves,
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and fierce lightning flashing across the sky;
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and, in the midst of the raging waters,
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you see the face of a drowning man,

1% 2 — MRESESLHY A -

and, on his face is an expression of despair.
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On the other painting,
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you will see the same ocean tossing with
violent tempest;
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but, in the midst of the waters, you find a huge
rock.
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Against that rock, the white-capped breakers
dash in vain;
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and, in the crevice of the boulder,
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there is a pigeon that is sitting on her nest,
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quiet and undisturbed by the wild fury of the
elements;
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and the title of the picture was “Peace in the
Stormy Sea.”
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Peace is what every heart wants.
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Most people identify with the painting of the
drowning man in the storm, rather than with the
dove in the crevice of the boulder.
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When the world talks about peace, they are not
talking about biblical peace.
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They are not talking about the peace of God.
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They are talking about a truce that gives the
warring faction enough time to re-load their
weapons.
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There is one problem with this philosophy.
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When you put the self first,
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peace comes last.
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When you put self first,
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you will harbor strife, division, hatred and war;
BT A 2 IR |

and the seventh beatitude is an invitation by the
Prince of Peace to all His Disciples to be
imitators of Him.
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It is an invitation to be ambassadors for His
peace.
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It is an invitation to be messengers of His peace;
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however, we cannot do that, unless we have
received His peace.
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One of the famous British writers said,
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“God cannot give us happiness and peace
apart from Himself.”
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There is no such thing.
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I want to divide this beatitude into three
segments.
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First,
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the tariff of peace.
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Secondly,
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the truth and peace.
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Thirdly,
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the trophy of peace.
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Let us start with the tariff of peace.
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Colossians 1:19 tells us,
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it tells us that Jesus made peace with His blood
shed on the cross.
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God places a high tariff on peace.
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God is the God of Peace.
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God wants His people to be peacemakers,
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and He tells us that peace is not cheap.
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Peace always has a price,
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and the price of God’s provision for our peace
was the blood of His Son.
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When God wanted to break the barrier between
us and Himself,
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He had to pay the highest price possible --
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His only begotten Son.
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When you and I try to break any barrier that is
erected by sin and disobedience,
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there is a tariff to be paid.
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When sin erects a barrier between us and God,
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repentance is the tariff.

UL EX AN o

When sin erects a barrier between a husband
and a wife,
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humility and asking for forgiveness is the tariff.
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When sin builds a wall between two believers,
Y FRLE M OLAF i 2 8] S8 37 RCFR RS



66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

7.

78.

79.

humility and confession is the tariff;
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so, for any peace to occur, there has to be a
price that must be paid.
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Sometimes, that price is vulnerability and
brokenness.
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Sometimes, that price is submission and
surrender when you don’t feel like it.
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Sometimes, the price is obedience when you
don’t want to obey.
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To be a peacemaker is to be willing to pay the
price of building bridges.
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To be a peacemaker is to be willing to pay the
price of taking the blame.
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In the old Jewish weddings,
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they always lift up a glass,
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and they allow it to fall to the ground and be
shattered into atoms.
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Pointing to the fragments, the couple is always
exhorted to guard jealously the sacred
relationship into which they have entered.
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Why?
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Because, once it is fractured, they said, it can
never be restored;
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however, in the New Testament, we know that,

because of the cross, a fractured relationship
can be restored again and again,
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for, at the cross, all of humanity’s hatred and all
of humanity’s anger were vented against God.
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At the cross, through pain, God bought peace.
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At the cross, through the shedding of an

innocent, holy and pure blood, we were able to
be reconciled with God the Father;
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and that is why Isaiah 32:17 said
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that “the work of righteousness shall be peace.”
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Jesus said, in John 16:33,
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“These things I have spoken to you, that in me
you may have peace. In the world you shall
have tribulation, but be of good courage. I have
overcome the world...”
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and that is why the one who does not belong to
Jesus Christ can neither have peace, nor be at
peace, nor become a peacemaker.
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Jesus Christ is the Tariff of peace.
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Secondly, we come to the truth and peace.
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Peace at any price is not a biblical peace.
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When God’s truth is compromised, you will
only have a false peace.
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You see, people can stop fighting without
righteousness or truth;
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95. it will not only put an end to conflict,
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96. but it will also administer the healing of love.
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97. The peace of God,
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98. which is based upon God’s truth,
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99. will not only stop war,
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1. butit replaces it with joy.
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2.  The peace of God,
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3. which is based upon God’s truth,
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4.  will not only expose sin,
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5. but it will produce goodness and righteousness.
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6. Man’s peace is only a cessation of hostility;
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7.  but God’s peace is the building of unity.
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8. Man’s peace is only a cold war;
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9. but God’s peace is a warm friendship.
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10. Man’s peace is only a temporary truce;
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11. but God’s peace is permanent tranquility.
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12. Why?
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but they cannot live peaceably without
righteousness and truth.
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Because God’s peace is built upon God’s truth,
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because until hatred is resolved,
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disagreement will merely go underground.
A RS R SRR AL -
Until jealousy is dealt with,
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fighting will be temporarily on hold.
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Until selfishness is controlled,
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enmity will break out again and again.
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When James described God’s wisdom in James
3:17, he said,
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“It is first pure, then peaceable...”
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God’s way to peace is through purity,
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not compromise or pretending.
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It is not surprising, therefore, that Jesus first
said, “Blessed are the pure in heart,” and, then,
he said, “Blessed are the peacemakers.”
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Any two people cannot be at peace until they
expose the wrong attitudes to the truth of God.
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Any two people cannot be at peace until they

expose the cause of conflict to the light of
God’s truth.
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The Psalmist says,
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“righteousness and peace have kissed each
other.”
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Jesus said, in Matthew 10:34,
TES KRS 10 & 34 77 - BRI »



30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace
into the earth, but a sword.”
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Now, those who are looking for contradictions
in the Bible immediately point their finger and
say, “See? See? There is a contradiction.”
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On the one hand, Jesus said, “I bring no peace,”

and, on the other hand, He says “Blessed are
the peacemakers.”
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There is nothing contradictory about this.
HA T 27 E -
The peace that Jesus came to bring
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is not peace at any price.
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There has to be a resistance before peace can
come.
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There will be opposition before harmony
becomes a reality.
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There will be strife before God’s peace.
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To be a peacemaker on God’s terms, you must

be a peacemaker on God’s terms of truth and
righteousness.
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It is like the surgeon’s scalpel.
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It must cut before it heals.
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Jesus never avoided confronting the
wrongdoing for the sake of peace.
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The tariff of peace --
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there can be no peace without the truth of Jesus

Christ.
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Thirdly,
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we will look at the trophy of peace.
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Those who are peacemakers shall be called the
"children of God."
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They shall be recognized by their Daddy’s
characteristics.
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They shall be called their Daddy’s "girls" or
Hboys.ﬂ
il TR R ALY “2oJL” B “JL+F7 o

Like your Daddy, Who is a Peacemaker, you,
too, when you help spread the peace of God,
will truly be called "child of God."
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Jesus’ followers are the apple of God’s eye.
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The apple of the eye is the cornea of the eye,
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which is the most sensitive part.
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It is the most protected part of the eye.
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That is how God’s children are to Him.
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He is most sensitive about His children.
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He is most protective of His children.
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Those, who attack God’s children, don’t know
that they are poking God in the eye.
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When Jesus appeared to Saul of Tarsus on the
road to Damascus,
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He did not say to him, “Why are you
persecuting the church?”
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He said to him,
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“Why are you persecuting me?”
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According to Psalm 56, in verse 8,
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God puts the tears of His children in a bottle.
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This means not a drop of their tears will be
unimportant to God.
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Don’t ever take the privilege of calling God
"our Father" for granted.
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As we seek to be peacemakers,
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as we seek to reconcile men and women to God,
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as we seek as much as possible to live in peace
with all people,
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we often find that people may treat us the way
they have treated our Lord.
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They may misunderstand us
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and will not honestly seek the truth.
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They may condemn us and crucify us.
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Remember this:
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hatred blinds people,
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but loves enlightens.
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Hatred always feels victimized,
MIRENEEIH D22 HEE

but love seeks a victory.
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The people of war will always throw stones,
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but the peacemakers will pick up these very
stones and use them to build a bridge.
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The people of war come with a sword,
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but the peacemakers disarm them with love and
beat their swords into plowshares.
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The people of war throw spears,
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but the peacemakers will turn it into pruning
hooks.
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The peacemakers don’t always avoid the battle;
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but, by the power of God’s Holy Spirit, they
will triumph.
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Do you have war at home?
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Is there war at your work?
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Do you have war in your heart?
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Your heavenly Father wants you to be like
Him — a peacemaker.
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Will you ask Him?
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Say, “Lord Jesus, make me to be a
peacemaker.”
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Until we meet next time, I wish you God’s
richest blessing.
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