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THE CROSS - Part 4
SECTION A 12. Jesus said, watch out, be on your guard against
B all kind of greed a man’s life does not consist in
the abundance of his possessions
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you were able to join us once more
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We have been talking about the cross of the
Lord Jesus Christ
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And we’re going to continue to talk about the
cross of Jesus Christ
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But I want to begin by telling you that debt is
an acute problem worldwide
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Not only countries are in debt but also
individuals are in debt
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Many people live in debtors prison which they
have created for themselves
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Debt produces misery, stress, and worry
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Debt is a cancer that can destroy marriages and
murder friendships and take away the joy
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Listen to what Proverbs 27: 7 says about debt
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The borrower is a servant to the lender
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And the root cause of debt problem is found in
Luke 12:15
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In the world there are basically three categories
of people
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There are people who have things
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And people who do not have anything
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And those who have not paid for what they
have
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But because of the worldwide debt many

children are born today with a debt hanging
around their necks
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Americas national debt for example is
estimated at $20,000.00 for every child that is
born
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But I want to talk to you today about another
type of debt that each child in the world is born
with
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Every child that is born into the world has a
spiritual price tag of debt hanging around his or
her neck
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And that tag says, sinner by birth
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Later in life the tag reads, sinner by practice
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I hear somebody saying, that is not fair
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Our first parents sin and we inherited their sin,
that is not fair
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It is not any more or less fair than the next
generation owe national debt of the previous
generation
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At least God has provided a way for our eternal
debt to be paid
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The Bible teaches that each precious, cute,
beautiful baby is born in sin
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Every one of us is born with their backs to God
BATTHF A N—E T RE 7 o

Every one of us is born with an eternal debt that
we cannot pay
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Please listen to me my listening friends
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The Bible says that the wages of sin is death
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And that price could never be paid
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It can never be paid by our good works
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It could never be paid by our conduct
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It could never be paid by our good efforts
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It could never be paid by our good education
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It could never be paid by our good behavior
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Oh, but if it would stop here, it would be a
miserable and bleak picture
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But thanks be to God that he has provided the
only way for payment of that eternal debt
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The only way for deliverance from the eternal

debt which leads to eternal death is for God
himself to serve the sentence
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The only way for me to escape from my share
of the condemnation was for God the Son to

bear up the condemnation on the cross
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We saw in the last message that the idea of
substitutionary sacrifice was God’s idea
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God’s substitutionary sacrifice began after
Adam and Eve rebelled against him
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And God had to shed the blood of an innocent
lamb in order to make a temporary covering for
their sin
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Adam and Eve have taught that revelation to
their descendants

I BEEXE RS E -

Then at the day God delivered Israel from
bondage he reinforced this concept by shedding
of innocent blood as a substitution for their
rebellion and disobedience
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Yet all of this was only foreshadowing of the
cross of Christ
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All of this was only the prefiguring of the cross
of Christ
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All of this was only a symbol of the real thing
which took place on the cross of Calvary
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There in Calvary
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God in human flesh became the ultimate
substitutionary sacrifice

T8 R IA B 1t R N B 58 ISR SRS -
There on the cross
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God did not just find a solution for our dilemma
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God became the solution to humanities
nightmare
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700 years prior to Jesus’ crucifixion the prophet
Isaiah in chapter 53 predicted with thorough
accuracy that God in Christ will pay the full

penalty of our sentence and the full price for
our debt
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on a human level the Bible tell us that there
were a number of people who were involved in
sentencing Jesus to the cross
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first
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Judas handed him over to the priests out of
greed

IR N AR GAGE RS 5 55 7] ©
Secondly
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The priest handed him over to Pilate out of
envy
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Thirdly
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Pilate handed him over to the soldiers out of
cowardice and fear
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And fourthly
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The soldiers crucified him
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Yet when Jesus was hanging on the cross in the
midst of his agony he prayed Father, forgive
them all, for they know not what they are doing
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Later on the apostle Peter tells the Jewish
crowd in Jerusalem, I know you acted in
ignorance as did your leaders
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And on the day of Pentecost, Peter said to them,
let all Israel be assured of this God has made
this Jesus, whom you have crucified both Lord
and Christ
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But on a spiritual level
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Jesus did not die the death of a martyr
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On the contrary
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Jesus went to the cross voluntarily
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Jesus went to the cross deliberately
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Jesus told them from the beginning that he
came from heaven so that he may go to the
Cross
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So, who delivered Jesus up to die
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Not Judas for money
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Not Pilate for fear

ARMBIEN R %

Not the priests over envy

AW ]

But the Father delivered him for love
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Jesus went voluntarily for love
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Love for you and for me so you and I can look
at the cross and say this
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I sent him to the cross
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My sins sent him to the cross
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My disobedience sent him to the cross
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My rebellion sent him to the cross
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The debt that you and I are born with has only
one punishment and it is eternal death

TRERFH AN 1 R0 - Mo SRR ME—
TR KK T
And the only man that was born without that

debt of sin hanging around his neck was Jesus
of Nazareth
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He had no sin of his own nature
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He had no sin of his own character
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He had no sin of his own conduct
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If there’s only one human being that does not

qualify for the wages of sin and the punishment
of sin it was the Lord Jesus Christ
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And yet because of his sinlessness
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Because of his purity
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Because of his divinity
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He was the only one who can truly qualify to
take my place and your place and pay your debt
and my debt
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Please listen carefully to what I am going to tell

you
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This whole notion of substitution where one
person takes the place of another is always
considered a noble action
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In Exodus 32:32 Moses was willing to be
blotted out of Yahweh’s book if that would
help to get Israel forgiven
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In Romans 9: 1 and 4 Paul expresses a similar
notion
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99. This was a human life for a human life
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SECTION B
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1. But on the cross God in Christ substituted
himself for you and for me
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2. Let’s focus just for a few minutes on four
imageries that the Bible tells us that the cross
has accomplished
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3. First
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4. Propitiation
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5. Itis the imagery of the temple and sacrifice
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6. Second
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7. Redemption
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8. It is the imagery of the market place
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9.  Thirdly

10. Justification
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Is the imagery of the law court
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Fourthly
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Reconciliation
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The imagery of the home and the family
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Let us look at those very briefly
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The Bible said that when Jesus died on the
cross he satisfied the justice of God
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God’s holiness and righteousness demanded
justice
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And justice is our eternal condemnation
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When the Bible speaks of the wrath of God
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It does not mean that God is a temperamental

tyrant who flies of the handle at the slightest
provocation
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That’s a false perception of God
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There is nothing capricious or arbitrary about
the holy God
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His wrath is neither mysterious nor irrational
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His anger is neither malicious, nor spiteful or
vindictive
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God’s judgement is never unpredictable
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It is only provoked by evil and evil alone
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In fact the gospel tells us again and again that
God is the one who went out of his way to
exercise grace
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God is the one who did what no one could do
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God is the one who took the initiative out of his
sheer mercy and grace to provide a way for
forgiveness for salvation and escape from his
wrath
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It was God’s love that compelled him to watch

his Son carry my sin and yours on his sinless
body
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It was God’s grace that made Jesus willingly go

to the cross and bear my share of guilt upon
himself
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Don’t ever make the mistake of thinking God
loves us because Christ died for us
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No

N BERER o

Christ died for us because God loved us
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If God’s wrath needed to be satisfied it was
God’s love which satisfied his justice

TR A SR RSB E R S » Bl
RN 2 5T R A 2 S e
Only God our Creator can stand in my place

and receive my eternal death and suffer my just
reward on the cross
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