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Hello, listening friends.
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It is always a delight for us to come to you
through the air
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And we are glad that you tuned in
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We are about to begin a new series of
broadcasts on prayer
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More specifically, it is about the prayers of
ordinary people
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But these are ordinary people who prayed
extraordinary prayers

AR XL NLARI# & AR A F LR e
And we will begin by studying Genesis 24:1 to
21
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And this whole series is called, “Ordinary
People Who Prayed Extraordinary Prayers”
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The very first prayer that we will look at has to
do with the marriage and marrying
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It has to do with matching two people in
marriage
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It has to do with seeking the mind of God, and
God answering the prayer
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I’m talking of course about the first prayer ever
recorded in the Bible
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The first prayer that we encounter in the Bible
is the prayer of Abraham’s servant found in
Genesis 24
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Please listen to this Scripture, Genesis 24
verses 1 to 21

T QI 24:1-21 FTIE BRI -
A FFIREY » R H LRI
A A -
A M WREIT A - 5
Gt F AR T -

FEEE et S FA AT+ Ty
Fo L T A 4 792
IRTELERERRIES: » W6 L T LU —
PEF

IRAX 3 < "1 & 71 FRECE X277
e FATFITHIIL 777 [T IR 7 Z HEJEE 2

AL FX M - R - AR
LTI EZE

IR L1 2 A TR BTF L 5 RIA TN
1 TEHLI - RN ¢ RS
TR MR 2 TR -

AL TT LU ISR B T — 2T <

&L T4 ERITH - Bl Ty E 5t = 17
T T 2 HEN A HHT LTI -

I BEHEF BT AT FHIANEE
F o Ik B % -

IIIAMMTNRIIEIEEI T VL5559 > F
HLE TN EFERIIY) » EGTERATRA R
% 0 Bl T2

KA » XL T HARFT KA - 110187 5%
FHE I KIS E

it - “HERIERCA AL HALFHI P > K
1R He TN A AHAL T ([ H S H B
Iz e



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

PS5 I 5F » A I LTI TIEH1
K -

Pl — 127l - IEIE KR 0 47
POKIE - EH - CIENE | B TS
G L TR FITATE 1T TP A L
T o XFE » PEATE TR 5 H TN
7o

IR AU+ A FIEE X L L# K
HHIFE o FIENIE WAL FIFTER ¢ 1AL FIE
A AL TR E R T EWHT LT o

WL FHHWRETE » LELL  hREH
NN » 110 F 25 - #T% TH » K L
% o

IR L BT 2 i
K45 He—fihl o

“RIFIENT

LFu: RETIEE T BRI T
TLIEF L4510 -

LTG0 T » BLA : B ITHIE AT
K TGRS e o

M3 LT BN K B K25
K > BT EHIFI AT LK -

INEIGEN » — WG th A - B HERT
G A EIE R

This is a very significant prayer
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It has two levels of significance
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That is why I will be spending several
broadcasts looking at this prayer
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Abraham commissioned his trusted servant, the
chief steward, or the head of his household
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Most likely it was Eliezer of Damascus of
whom we read earlier in Genesis 15
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Abraham commissioned him to go back to
Nahor
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Nahor is where Abraham came from
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Remember, Abraham came from Ur, where
modern day Iraq is

Wi LAAR 2 W ER HRR - EHEUE
SRR HIFTE N -

But God called Abraham to the place called
Canaan
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So Abraham went from Ur to Canaan in
obedience to the Lord
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Abraham left everything behind
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He left his family
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He left many of his belongings
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He moved into the land of Canaan in obedience
to the voice of God
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We don’t know how long it took him from the
time he was called of God in Nahor to the time
he went to the Promised Land
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But none the less, at that time, Abraham
obviously knew God
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And as we can see from this story
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Abraham’s knowledge of God and his
relationship to God impacted his whole family
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It impacted his cousins, and his nieces, and his

nephews, and all those who surrounded him in
that extended family
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And because they were impacted by the
knowledge of God
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Abraham commissioned Eliezer to go back to
Nahor
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He sent him back on the long journey through
the desert

AR DL B & ek b
RER o

Eliezer had one mission
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He had to find a bride for Abraham’s son Isaac
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Why go all the way back to Ur
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Because Abraham looked around the land of
Canaan and he did not like what he saw
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Abraham saw the wickedness of the Canaanite
women and feared for his son’s faith
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Not one of those women were suitable for
Abraham’s son
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The Canaanite men and women were godless
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The Canaanite men and women were pagans
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Abraham wanted a godly woman for his son
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Those of you who are not married, please listen
carefully
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Even if you are young and not ready for
marriage yet, please listen
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What I’'m going to tell you is very important
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What I want to tell you is directly from the
Lord
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Before you make your list of qualifications for
your perfect future spouse
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Make sure that he or she is what God wants for
you
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You can be sure of one thing
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God wants you first and foremost to marry a
godly spouse
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If you place any characteristic above that
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If you place anything on your list above that
person’s love for God
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You’ll be making a mistake
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But take warning
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When your prayer is, God, give me a godly
man or a godly woman
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Then you will find that God will give you other
things in that person as well
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I have been there
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When I cried to God to give me a woman, he
gave me a wonderful woman
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And I thank God for my wife
ESWERY i DE e IR CI

First I want to deal with the Biblical foundation

of Isaac and Rebekah’s marriage then we will
examine the prayer of Eliezer
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Please feel free to read ahead for the next
message
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If you do not have a Bible, please write to us
and we will be glad to send you one
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The Bible teaches that Isaac is a type of Christ
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In Acts 15:14, and in II Corinthians 11:2
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The Scriptures tell us that the church is the
bride of Christ
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Throughout the Old Testament Scripture
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We see a picture of Israel as the wife of
Jehovah
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But Israel has become faithless and denied the
power of God
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Israel was the wife who ran after other gods
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And that is why in the mercy of God and in the
plan of God, he planned for a church to replace
Israel
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He planned for a church that is to be made of
Jews and Gentiles alike to be the true bride of
Christ
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And as that true bride of Christ
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Jesus is going to present us to the Father one of
these days
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May it be soon
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And the bride of Christ will be spotless and
pure before him
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God is the one who calls his bride the church
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And that is why you find so many exciting
parallels between the story of Isaac’s search for
a bride

XBLE A 2 05 w] DU DS SR ZE 1 RO lceR
H > BRNF LA V&R AL -
Through the ministry of his father’s trusted,
faithful steward Eliezer
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Try to contrast through Abraham sending his
steward to find a bride
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And the sending forth of the Holy Sprit of God
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To do what
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To take out of both Jews and Gentiles alike, a
bride for his son, the Lord Jesus Christ
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The symbolism abounds here
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The choice of a bride for Isaac was a bride
through whom the Messiah will come
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That is why this choice had to be done very
carefully
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It had to be done very thoughtfully
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The choice of a bride for Isaac through whom
the Savior will be born
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Had to be God-ordained
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And God-arranged
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And God-sustained
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The choice of a bride for Isaac through whom
Jesus will come into the world
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Had to be done with utter dependence on the
Sovereign choice
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Dependence on the Sovereign love
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And dependence on the Sovereign call
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My listening friends, please listen very
carefully
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This is the same way that the Holy Spirit of
God calls each member of the bride of Christ
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1. The Holy Spirit of god woos you
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2. The Holy Spirit of God loves you
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3. The Holy Spirit of God brings you to God
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4.  The Holy Spirit of God ministers to you in
order for you to become the bride of Jesus
Christ
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5. Your call to Christ is a Sovereign call
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6. Itis an incredible call
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7. Itis a Sovereign choice
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8. What an incredible thing that is
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9. That the God of the universe sends his Spirit to
work in your life before you have ever known
him
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10. Before you ever knew him, he loved you
FEIRE AR LA > e A Z IR

11. He ministered to you
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12. He planned you
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13. He chose you
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14. He called you to be a bride of Jesus Christ
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15. Each member of the bride of Christ is tenderly
loved
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16. Each member of the bride of Christ is carefully

and thoughtfully called
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Each member of the bride of Christ was
sovereignty planned by God before the creation
of the world
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Each member of the bride of Christ is drawn to

him by the faithful ministry of the Holy Spirit
of God
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That is why the first thing Eliezer did when he
embarked upon this journey
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Was to declare his dependence upon the

sovereign God for the choice of a wife for his
master’s son
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There are a number of principles in this story
that we must all learn from
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This principle in marriage arranging but there
are also principles in business
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They are principles in the home
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These are principles that you can take with you
everywhere and anywhere
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And in any situation or circumstances of your
life
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I want to share these principles with you
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But before we do that, we are going to look at
the historic perspective
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Back then, there were not a lot of choices for
the perspective brides and grooms
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Back then, there was no private moments for
the young couple before they were betrothed
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Back then, they often did not even see each
other before the wedding night
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Back then, they did not marry out of pure desire
for one another
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No
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A spouse was carefully chosen in terms of
character

EPERC B 2R fn A AT

A spouse was carefully chosen in terms of
faithfulness
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A spouse was carefully chosen in terms of
commitment
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I’m amazed at the reasons for which people
marry these days
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The people who marry for physical attraction
alone will get over that very soon
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Why
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Because sooner or later, someone more
attractive is going to show up
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To choose spouse for superficial reasons is
absolutely disastrous for the future
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That is why the first thing Eliezer did was pray
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The first thing that the servant of Abraham did
was seek the mind of God
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The first thing Eliezer did was to ask for God’s
will and direction
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Eliezer wanted to know, who is the one that
you have chosen for my master’s son
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The first thing Eliezer did was to ask for the
will of God
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And the mind of God
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And the heart of God
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As I told you earlier, this is the very first prayer
recorded in the Bible
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I’m sure there are a lot of people who have

prayed before Genesis 24, but this is the first
prayer that is recorded, word for word
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Listen to it carefully
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Oh, Lord, God of my master Abraham, give me
success this day
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We are going to look at this later on in our next
broadcast, as our time for today has ended
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Before you tune in next time, I want to ask you
a question to think about
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Where do you think Eliezer learned to pray like
this
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Next time, I want you to see if your answer will
match mine
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing
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