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Hello, listening friends.
FEWMK » AREF !
Welcome back to the broadcast
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In our last broadcast I left you with a question
to ponder
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Do you remember what it was
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Well while you are thinking, let me review the
last message
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It may help you remember
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We have just started a study in Genesis 24
verses 1 to 21
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Abraham has sent his chief steward, Eliezer,
back to Abraham’s homeland
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Abraham sent him with a commission to find a
wife for his son, Isaac
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Do you recall the very first thing that Eliezer
did
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The first thing that Eliezer did was pray
fill 26— PF RS 5

The first thing that the servant of Abraham did
was to seek the mind of God
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The first thing Eliezer did was to ask God’s will
and direction
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Who is the one that you have chosen for my
master’s son, that was the question
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In fact, this is the very first prayer recorded in
the Bible
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A lot of people prayed before Genesis 24, but

this is the first prayer that is recorded word for
word
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Here it is
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Oh, Lord God of my master Abraham, give me
success this day
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In our last broadcast, I asked you the following
question
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Where do you think Eliezer learned to pray like
this
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Where did Eliezer learn to trust Jehovah like
this
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From his master, Abraham, of course
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Obviously he watched him
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Mothers and fathers please listen carefully
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Your children will learn to trust in God by
watching you trusting in God
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Your children will learn to rely on God in the
times of difficulties in their lives by watching
you rely on God in the times of difficulties in
your life
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Your children will learn to be prayer warriors
by watching you and your prayer life
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Your children will learn to be dependent on

God in every decision that they make by seeing
you exercise your dependence on God
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Those of you who are leaders and teachers
please listen carefully
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People are learning and modeling not your
words but your life
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People are learning and modeling your walk
more than your talk
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Obviously to Abraham, prayer was the first
option, not the last resort
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It is obvious that Abraham modeled prayer life
to his household
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Not only to his family but also to all of his

servants and to those who worked within his
compound
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They watched him
fil AR E VL 24t

They learned from him
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And Abraham modeled prayer for this man
Eliezer
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And that is why Eliezer began his journey with
prayer
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The apostle Paul told the Thessalonians in I
Thessalonians 5:17
IS
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Pray always, or pray continuously

PN E

2000 years earlier, Eliezer understood this
principle of prayer
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What principle
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My listening friends, this is what it is
SEEWIR » X -

It is the principle of prevailing prayer
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It is the principle of faithfully practicing what
he understood
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Probably there was no expedition that was more
bathed in prayer than this one
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I have no doubt that throughout this six week
journey across the blazing heat of the desert
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From Palestine to modern day Iraq, Eliezer
prayed
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Throughout these six weeks, Eliezer poured his
heart out to the Lord
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Morning, noon, and night, Eliezer prayed
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Every waking moment he prayed
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Early in the morning he prayed
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Late at night he prayed
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Oh, Lord
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I am dependent on you

B LA R0

Oh, Lord

HH T -

You have been good to my master
R—HEBAF R TN

Oh, Lord

HH R -

You are my master’s blessing
RRRTEANED

Oh, Lord, I know you will not let me down
HHI R > FRIEIRA 2R

Oh, Lord, I know you will not let him down
HHI R > PRNERA 2R TEAKE
Oh, Lord, your choice and not mine

HEH A » SRORADRIE » TAE AR
Oh, Lord, not my will, but yours be done
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Oh, Lord, what you want, not what I want
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Oh, Lord, what you like, not what I like
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Oh, Lord, what your desire, not my desire
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So by the time Eliezer arrived in Nahor, he was
prayed out
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And God led him to his perfect plan
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But there is a second thing I want to share with
you
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My listening friends, this is very important
TR » X REER— A

I don’t want you to miss this
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As Eliezer prayed, he kept on traveling
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He did not just sit on his easy chair and did
nothing and wait on God to do everything for
him
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He kept on walking

fil A KTHUTERITE »

He kept on planning

fil—E e -

He kept on studying the maps
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He kept on figuring out the best way to reach
his destination
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My listening friends, listen carefully
SEEMIIR » ER LT

Prayer is not an excuse for laziness
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Prayer is not a substitute for action
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That is why the Bible says to watch and pray
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You need to do both
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While Moses was up in the mountain praying,
his hands lifted up high to the heavens
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Joshua was down in the battle field fighting
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Nehemiah told his people to build with one
hand and carry the sword with the other
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Watch and pray
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And that’s what Eliezer was doing
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But very quickly there is a third thing that I
want you to notice here
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90. This woman had to be related to his master
Abraham
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91. That was his commission
XAt FESZ ) i

92. Those were his instructions
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93. He could have gotten half way and gotten tired
and said to himself, well, any old woman will
do
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94. Butno
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95. He could have put things off and just wandered
around the corner

fils K] AP 4R35 55 » BRI AO(ESS -

96. He could have done any kind of thing
il K n] DL AR A 55 -

97. But Eliezer had to obey the commission
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98. The woman must not be of the Canaanites
XS 4ixt N REZ MR R F

99. The woman must be a God-fearing woman
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1. So Eliezer placed a sign
T2 AR LAt oK — MK -

2. You may have noticed that he did not ask for a
miracle
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3. He just put a sign there
il Aok — MOk -

4. He said, God I’'m going to trust you to show me
filtid > Ff > FAHGF IR EFERE -

5. Iwant you to show me and then I will know it
is from you
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6. The only sign they knew back then of a
woman’s character was how she behaved
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A woman of character was a generous woman
— PRI L R R 2

A woman of character was a hospitable woman
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A woman of character was self-giving woman
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That was the only sign that he knew and
therefore he placed that sign
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I will say more about that in our next broadcast
EF—RTHE » FaL i —X T HERY
H o

But listen carefully as to the reason Eliezer said
what he said
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Verse 14 of chapter 24
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Now had Eliezer went to a Canaanite woman
and asked her for a drink
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She would have looked at him and said
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No, get it yourself, you are stronger than I am
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Now this is the spirit of the age

XA ERRI R

It is not new

HAZHEER) S

It goes back to the Canaanite days
FEMEE AU E L T

And that is why Abraham did not want for a
bride for his son Isaac to be chosen from among
the Canaanites
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My listening friends, listen carefully
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Abraham knew that Isaac was the son of
promise

AR AR 2 DUBUE R VR R g JL T
Do you know how long he waited for Isaac
IRAIEA X ILFF T A2

Do you know how many years

IRAIER 2 DAk 2
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He waited 25 years

fllSE 1 254 -

He got old and his wife Sarah got old and he
gave up a few times

flFIZE TR AEEE 1 i TR
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In fact at one time he wanted to adopt Eliezer
the servant to become his adopted son to inherit
his earthly goods
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And then one time when he got Ishmael, he
said, Oh, let Ishmael live before you
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God said, no, no, no
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I have made you a promise and I will keep it
i FERVRRINTF » —%E 2 NS o
Listen to this my listening friends
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When God makes a promise, it may take 25
years but he always keeps his word
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Abraham knew that God had promised him that

through Isaac, his spiritual descendents will be
more numerous than the stars
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Abraham knew that the ancestor of the Lord
Jesus Christ had to be a woman of character
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So Eliezer planned a sign
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If T ask a woman to give me a drink and she
offers to go the second mile without my asking
her, then she’s the one
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Simple, yes
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But the plan was not simplistic
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My listening friends, I have some important
things to tell you before I conclude for the day
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There are some people who say that you must
not be specific in your prayers
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They really believe this sincerely
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They think they should not pray for specific
things just in case it is against the will of God
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Well I have news for them
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God is very capable of saying no
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But my question to them is this
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How would you know that God answered if
you did not pray specifically
MRARB A BARRAT K > AR 8 2 R B
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There are people who are very afraid to ask

God for anything lest they are praying outside
of the will of God

AL NARATE HORAE T 3 - X EEAATTHY
HEMEETHNER

Let me put your mind at rest
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When your heart is right

MIRFFE LA

When your heart is bent toward obedience to
the will of God
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When your heart is committed to do the will of
God
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You can ask God for anything
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Because with that kind of heart, you’re not
going to ask for stupid things
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You are going to ask for things that are
honoring to God
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You are going to ask for things that are pleasing
to God
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Praying specifically does not dishonor God
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In fact, praying specifically is the only way that
you can know that God did it
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In 1987 I was a pastor to a church that had less
than 50 members
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Back then I said to my friends that I believed
that we would have a 3000 seat church in a
visible location in the city where I lived
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Many of them thought that it was impossible
F % NER AN AT RERY

Many of them said, it could not happen
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But 13 years later, everyone in the world would
know that God did it
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I was talking to a friend the other day and I said
that my very simple philosophy is this
ARBE AR > BH — MR RS
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If you can explain it, then God didn’t do it
INERIRAEWAG iRl /K WIS AT TERY
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My listening friends, God wants us to learn
these three things
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What are they
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First
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We must be dependent on God in pray, always
AL o G AR o

Second
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We must work while praying
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Thirdly
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We should believe God for big things from a
big God for his kingdom
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Again my friend, it’s time for us to go
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Tune in to our next broadcast as we continue to
look at the ordinary steward, Eliezer, who
prayed and extraordinary prayer
THIT AT N R E - FREAREE LR L
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessings
as you pray
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