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Hello, listening friends.

SEEWIA » IREF !

We are glad you joined us today
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In our last broadcast I promised to tell you
several very special things about Hannah’s
prayer
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If you are joining us for the first time

IR AR SR — M X1 H A

We are in the middle of a series about ordinary
people who have prayed extraordinary prayers
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And we are looking at a story from I Samuel
chapter 1 verses 1 to 28
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If you do not have a copy of the Scripture, write
to us and we will be glad to send you one.The
first thing I want to tell you about Hannah’s
prayer is this
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While countless women before Hannah prayed
to the Lord
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Hannah’s prayer is the first recorded incidence
in the Bible of a woman who prayed publicly
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I think we would be astonished if we had the

records of both Godly women who prayed
before and after Hannah
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We would be amazed at the incredible things
God has done in response to Godly women’s
prayer
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I am personally convinced that the world owes

more to the prayers of Godly women than we
will ever know on this side of heaven
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I am here today as a direct result of a Godly
woman’s prayer
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My mother was truly a prayer warrior
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She spent hours before God in prayer
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She interceded for countless people
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And throughout history, great things have
happened as a direct result of Godly women’s
prayer
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I want to give you just some examples
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If it were not for Monica who prayed for her
son for years
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We would never have heard of Saint Augustan
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Monica prayed against her son’s wayward ways
for years
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Now we know him as Saint Augustan whose
work and writings have influenced the world
for centuries
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If it was not for Susannah Wesley praying for
hours for each one of her 19 children
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The world would never have heard of John and

Charles Wesley or the Methodist revival of the
1700’s
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I have barely scratched the surface of examples
of the power of Godly women’s prayer
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I was thinking about how many men have been
carried on the shoulders of women’s prayer
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Then I thought of a story I heard many years
ago
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Before the surrender of Winesburg, the women
of that besieged city asked their captors
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If they would let them at least carry their most
precious possessions with them as they left the
cit
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Permission was granted by their captors
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But can you imagine the astonishment of the
victors
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When they saw the good women of Winesburg
showing as much shrewdness as they were
loving
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Plodding through the gates of the city carrying
their husbands and their sons and their brothers
on their shoulders
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I thought of how in many ways many Godly

women are carrying their husbands and
children on shoulders of prayer
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Hannah’s prayer at Shiloh is an indication that
even in the Old Testament, women had the
right to pray in the sanctuary
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You will hear more about this in our next
broadcast
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But the second thing I want to tell you about
Hannah'’s prayer is this
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Hannah’s prayer was very powerful but it was
unspoken
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Not a word was uttered out of her mouth
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Her vow is recorded
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Her song of praise was recorded
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And we will see this in the next broadcast
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But her prayers were not recorded
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It was an unspoken prayer
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Words were not uttered out of her mouth
il 1L B U — A

No audible sounds could be heard
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No eloquent expressions were spoken
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No string of powerful words were put together
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No
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The Bible said that only Hannah’s lips were
moving but no words were heard
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So much so that Eli the priest thought that she
was drunk
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How easily we misjudge people
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Do you know why it is so easy to misjudge
people
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Because we do not consider to pain that others
may be carrying
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Because we do not consider the burdens that
they may be under
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We often judge people with the measures that
we keep at home
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But the third thing that I want to tell you about
Hannah’s prayer is this
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Hannah was not trying to draw peoples
attention to herself
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Hannah was not trying to manipulate peoples
emotions by her prayers
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Hannah was not trying to draw on peoples
sympathy with her prayer
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Why
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Because Hannah knew that the only one who
could answer her prayer
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The only one who could meet her desperate
need
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The only one who could touch her body
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The only one who could open her womb
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She knew that he is the very one who does not
have to hear spoken words
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He is the very God that can sense the agony of
the spirit
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He is the very God who hears the unsaid words
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He is the very God who can gauge the depths of
the souls despair
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In Hannah'’s case, prayer was the soul’s sincere
desire whether it was uttered or unexpressed
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In Hannah'’s case, prayer was the souls inner

communication with it’s maker and redeemer,
whether it is spoken or unspoken
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Now that I have told you three things about
Hannah’s prayer
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I have five things to tell you about this passage
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These five things from this text are applicable
to any situation in life
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It doesn’t matter what situation you are going
through, these words of the Lord are applicable
to you
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They are applicable to everyone
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The only place to go in the hour of desperation
is the throne of grace
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Listen to what the apostle Paul said
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Let your moderation be known to men and your
needs be known to God
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Let me repeat that
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Let your moderation be known to man
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And let your needs be known to God
FOURATTRT B0 & 1) 1 o

What do people often do
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They reverse the formula
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86. They would tell everyone that would listen to
them their needs and problems
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87. And then they show their moderation toward
God
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88. They claim that God has many bigger things to
worry about than the small things in their lives
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89. Many of you reverse God’s formula
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90. But Hannah went to the only one who could
help her
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91. Hannah went to the only one who could hear
the cry of her heart
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92. There is something else about this text
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93. 1It’s about Elkanah
AR -

94. Poor Elkanah like most husbands, he tried to
help, but he made things worse
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95. Let’s look at verse 8
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96. Why is your heart sad he said, am I not more to
you than 10 sons
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97. Now husbands, let me give you some advice
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98. When your wife is down and hurting, the last
thing she wants is for you to tell her how good
you have been to her
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99. When she is burdened with something, do not
use male logic
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Just pray with her
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Secondly
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God uses our brokenness not only to bless us
but to bless others
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He uses our brokenness to bless the world
maybe even for generations to come
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When we find ourselves in a tough time in life
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We often want them to be over quickly
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But the truth is this

HEFEL L -

You grow more in your walk with the Lord
during your times of brokenness than in the
times when the sun is shining
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You know the Lord more deeply and clearly in
the times when you are in the valley than when
you are on the mountain top
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Not only that
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But your valley experience ministers to people
far more than your mountaintop experience
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How
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Pray to the Lord and he will use your
experience in the valley to bless others
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Thirdly
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It is absolutely right to make a vow to the Lord
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A lot of people are confused about making a
vow to the Lord
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Should you make a vow to the Lord
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Yes you can
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It is absolutely right to make a vow to the Lord
and there’s nothing wrong with it
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But there are two provisions for this
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My listening friends, listen very carefully, this
is important
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You must be absolutely sure of these two things
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Number one
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Make sure that you make a vow that you can
keep
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Don’t make a promise to God that is so big that
you try to change the conditions afterwards
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Make a vow that you can keep
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Number two
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Always keep your vows
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Perhaps you have heard about false repentance
such as those made during times of great crisis
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But after deliverance from the crisis the person
forgets his vows
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Forgets his promise to live Godly life and
reverts to his wicked ways
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Please listen carefully
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Those types of vows have worse consequences
than if you never made the vow to begin with
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Well you might ask, well, doesn’t God
understand this
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Yes he does

NERN =

But he does not forget
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You forget others forget, but God does not
forget
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God does not like to be mocked
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And that is why I am pleading with you, be sure
that it is a vow that you can keep and be sure to
keep your vow
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Do you know what Hannah’s vow was
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She vowed to give her son to the Lord
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And Hannah kept her vow to the Lord
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The fourth thing I want to tell you about this
passage is this
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Parents must not only believe but practice the
fact that their children are a gift from the Lord
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We believe it with our heads

HAT LA L B EAEAE

But to practice it is a whole different story
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You need to know that your children are the
Lord’s children, not your children
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God entrusted you with them
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You need to teach this to your children daily
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You need to prepare them for service
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You need to teach them that whatever God calls
them to do in life, they do it for God’s glory
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And God will use them
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If you tell your children that God wants them to
grow up to make a difference in the world
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They will make a difference in the world
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Your family is your primary responsibility and
your primary ministry
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The fifth thing I want to tell you is this

B O REE IR S

When God answers our prayers, do not forget
to praise him always
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Do not just thank him right after he answers
your prayers
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But thank him the next day and the next week
and the next month and the next year
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Thank him always
D

I mentioned in the last broadcast about how
fickle people are
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And how forgetful people are
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They pray and God answers their prayers
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They thank him immediately after the prayer is
answered
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But within a few short days they dive back into
their daily lives and forget to say thank you to
God
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That is why I want you to notice something
very important here
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Hannah went up year after year time after time
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And continued to say thank you Lord, thank
you Lord
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Hannah constantly and regularly and for the
rest of her life gave thanks to the Lord for
answering her prayer
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Once again our time together is over
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Tune in to the next broadcast and we will learn
in more details about the unspoken prayers that
we find in this story about Hannah
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing
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