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Hello, listening friends.
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We are delighted that you tuned into this
program
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If you are joining this broadcast for the first
time
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We are in the middle of a series entitled,

“Ordinary People Who Prayed Extraordinary
Prayers”
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Those of you who may be following us may
remember that we ended our last broadcast
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With the promise that we would look further at
the prayers of Hannah, a Godly woman
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It is very important to take the long view of
things
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People tend to only think about what is
happening toady and perhaps tomorrow
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Some people think that it is unspiritual to plan
ahead
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Some people think that it is presumptuous to
look 10 or 20 years down the road
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But the Bible tells us repeatedly that we must
be patient and wait for God’s timing
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The Bible tells us to remember to take the long
view of things and not to judge things by their
immediate appearances
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This is the characteristic of God
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Taking the long view of things is not just my
idea
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This is Biblical
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The Scripture is constantly exhorting us to be
patient in waiting upon the Lord
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The Bible repeatedly assures us that God’s
delay does not mean God’s denial
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The Word of God encourages us to never give
up in prayer
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The Bible continually tells us to be persistent in
prayer
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In Luke chapter 18
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Jesus tells a woman who sought justice from an
ungodly judge
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She kept calling on him to vindicate her
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She kept asking the judge to do the right thing
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The judge was godless and had no intentions of
vindicating her
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But as she persisted and never lost heart he
ultimately vindicated her
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Why
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Christ said that it was because her cause was
just and her cause was right
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How much more said Jesus will God vindicate
his children
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How much more their cause is just
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How much more their cause is righteous
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Now there are many people who have fallen in
the spiritual battle
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Simply because they have given up in prayer
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There are many people who are living a
defeated life
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Simply because they quit too soon in their
persistence in prayer
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There are countless Christian casualties who
have given up in despair
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Because they would not continue in prayer
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We need to learn persistence in prayer
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When the French painter, Renoir, was asked
that question
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Why are you torturing yourself in that
persistent painting when the arthritis pain is so
unbearable
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He said
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The pain passes, but beauty remains
2L X A ek
Persistence
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There is a saying that goes like this
HAE -

Persistence is like wrestling a gorilla
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You do not quit when you get tired
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You quit only when the gorilla gets tired
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It is no surprise therefore that the apostle Paul
could say in Ephesians 6:12
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That we wrestle not against flesh and blood but

against principalities and powers and
authorities
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My listening friends, listen very carefully
please
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There is no place where persistence is more
rewarding than on the knees of prayer
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There is no battle field where victory is more
certain than at the throne of grace
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There is no campaign where we are assured of
more power
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Where we are assured of more strength
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Where we are assured of more triumph
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Than in the prayer closet
R H R o

Hannah whom we have been studying in our
recent broadcasts
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Is a model of how victory is won on the knees
of persistent prayer
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Let me remind you about what I said about
Hannah in the last broadcast
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She was a woman who turned the taunting and
the mocking of Peninnah into a prayer house
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Secondly
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She placed her whole trust in the only one who
could meet her needs
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Thirdly
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This woman kept her vow unto the Lord by
giving back to God everything that she prayed
for
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You say, how come
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She gave back her son for her birth she prayed
for years
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In today’s broadcast I want to look at Hannah
as a model for persistent prayer
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Now for those of you who are taking notes
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There are five things that I want to speak about
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We are going to see her sanctification
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Secondly
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We are going to see her sorrow
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Thirdly
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We are going to see her supplication
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Fourthly
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We are going to see her song
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And finally
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We are going to see her sacrifice
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Let’s begin with her sanctification
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How do we know about her sanctification
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Sanctification is one of those big words that
gets used a lot but is often misunderstood
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What does sanctification mean
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It comes from the same root as the word that
means holy
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Well what does that mean
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It means to be set aside
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It means to be separated
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It means to be dedicated
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It means to give oneself totally to something or
someone
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And that’s what sanctification means in it’s
simplicity
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The Bible says that the Lord is holy
X2 B ETE o

What does that mean
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It means that he is separated from sin
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It means that he is totally sinless in his purity
and complete righteous
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It means that he is set aside
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In fact in some parts of the Scripture it says that
the Lord is holy to his people
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It means that the Lord is focused and has set
aside all of his attention to his children
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The Bible says that his eyes are purer than to
look upon sin
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That means that he is holy, he is set aside, he is
separated from sin
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Well then what it means for any of us to be
sanctified or holy
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Does it mean that we become sinless
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No
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We will one day in heaven, but not now
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It means that you are set aside for the Lord
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It means that you are separated unto the Lord
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When you are holy it means that you are
completely under his authority
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You are under the authority of his word
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It means that you have no right even over your
own life
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But he has all rights over your life
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The apostle Paul says in I Corinthians 6:20 and
7:23
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We have been bought with a price
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We have been bought and paid for
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It means that he has 100% ownership of your
life

iR SRR Em S E 0 2 HRYE
L e

How do you become sanctified or holy
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Do you go up to the top of the mountain and
wear white robes and just run away from life
and the world
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Holiness begins in the mind and in the heart
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Not in the surrounding condition
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Jesus prayed for the believers in John 17:15
HESRTELYRI R 17:15 NEHER & -
Here’s what he said
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I pray not to take them out of the world but that
you keep them from the evil one
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Jesus told us to be in the world but not of it
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So what does it mean to be holy
ML > BREFHEHLE- 2



25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

It means that when you make any decision that
you are conscious of the fact that you are
making that decision with God and his word in
mind
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It means that you are making your decisions
under the complete leadership of his Holy Spirit
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It means that you are making all your decisions
in life with the glory of God in mind
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It means when you are washing the dishes
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Or mopping the floor
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You are conscious of the fact that you are doing
it for God and God alone
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It means that when you are ministering to
someone, you are ministering to the Lord
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It means that when you are working on your job

or studying in your school, you are serving the
Lord
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It means that you are doing everything in life to
the glory of God
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It means that when you are dealing with people
you are exhibiting the Lord Jesus Christ in your
life
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You be firm when you need to be firm
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Uncompromising when you need to be
uncompromising
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And be gentle when you need to be gentle
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And that’s what it means to be sanctified
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Hannah separated herself to complete
ownership of the Lord
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How do I know that
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That’s a good question
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I know because she took everything that she
wanted in this world and gave it to the Lord
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That’s how you know
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That’s how you know is you are walking in
sanctification or if you are putting one foot in
the world and one foot with God
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To know the answer that, ask yourself this
question
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Am I able to take everything that I have and
give it to the Lord
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This is the beginning of sanctification
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Hannah gave back to the Lord the most
important thing in her life
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First she gave back to the Lord herself
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Then she gave back to the Lord the very thing
that she prayed for
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Her son
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Secondly
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Let’s look at Hannah’s sorrow
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Being set aside and separated for the Lord did
not spare Hannah some sorrow
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Being sanctified in the Lord does not spare us
from the sorrowful situations of life
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Hannah may have had a house but she did not
have a home
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True, she had a devoted husband, but she also
had to live with Peninnah’s sharp tongue

AEE - WA —DERAY SR - AEMR SR
B R EZ R (T -

Hannah had to live with constant cruelty
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She had to live with perpetual taunting
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She had to live with fretting over her
predicament
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In fact, Hannah refers to herself in I Samuel
chapter 1 verse 15
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As a woman of a sorrowful spirit
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My listening friends, this is very important
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We are getting ready to conclude, so listen
carefully
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Even in the midst of her sorrow, Hannah sought
the Lord
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Even when her womb was shut, yet her heart
was open to the Lord
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Some of you may be going through a difficult
time right now
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Some of you may feel that your rivers are
running dry
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Remember, God’s oceans are not
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Some of you may be feeling that your star is
hidden from view
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Remember that this is the time when the
heavenly son shines brighter
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Those who know Jesus as their Savior and Lord
need to remember this
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You need to remember that although you have
problems in life
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You still have possession that is unfading
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You have a promise that is unfailing
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You have power that cannot be defeated
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You have a protector that is unchanging
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You have a provider who is limitless
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That’s what you have in Jesus
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Hannah’s sanctification was manifested despite
her sorrow
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There are some people who allow sorrow in
their lives to create bitterness in their lives

B A LA a AT - T2 L H Y
=)

They often have bitterness not just toward
people but toward God also
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And they give up praying
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They give up trusting
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They give up being persistent in prayer
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But Hannah would not allow that to happen in
her life
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She never allowed sorrow to stop her from
offering to the Lord her supplications
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And this brings me to the third point
BEMEHE =571 »
But I’m afraid we ran out of time
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But tune in the next time when we will see how
Hannah’s sorrow did not make her prayerless
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In fact, we will hear Hannah’s song and prayer
of praise
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Until we meet again
BB TN H B Z
I pray that you will have a song in your heart
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