(REgRR) BEHX

FRAANENBIFES -9
ORDINARY PEOPLE, EXTRAORDINARY LIVES -9

SECTION A
F#8

1.

10.

I11.

12.

Hello, listening friends.
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We are so pleased that you joined us today
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We pray that this series of messages are
blessing you
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We have been studying a series of messages

entitled “Ordinary People Who Prayed
Extraordinary Prayers”
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And today I want to begin with a new one
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And I want to begin by saying this
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There is an issue that has plagued me
personally for a number of years
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Why is emotional depression on the increase
world wide
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I’m not talking about clinical depression or
chemical depression or anything physiological
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I am talking about shear emotional depression
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You find that the more prosperous countries get,
the more depressed the people become
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For example in countries where there is the
highest per capita income on the earth
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In countries with some of the highest
technological advancement
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In countries where modern conveniences
abound
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You find that there are more depressed people
in those countries than anywhere else in the
world
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A few years ago I began to sense the answer to
my question

JLERT » B IA B H AR A
And the answer was simply this
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In fact it’s one word
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Expectations
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What do I mean by this
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The higher the expectations, the greater the
disappointment when the expectations are not
met
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The higher the build up the harder the fall
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The greater the expectations, the deeper is the
despair
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The more unrealistic the expectations are, the
steeper the disappointments
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I have seen my fair share of unrealistic
expectations
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I have seen unrealistic expectations between
husbands and wives
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I have seen unrealistic expectations of children
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I have seen unrealistic expectations of a job
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I have seen unrealistic expectations of a boss
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I have seen unrealistic expectations of a church
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Most of the discontentment in a marriage is due
to unrealistic expectations
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People who marry for physical attraction and

expect the youthful desire to stay the same
through the passing years
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People who marry for financial security are
amazed when the marriage sustains financial
problems
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People who marry to run away from their

problems, do not expect their marriage to create
new problems
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Unrealistic expectations
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Of course some people move to the other
extreme and join those whose motto is,
“Blessed is he whose expecting nothing, for he
shall never be disappointed”
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Someone said, always borrow from a pessimist,
he never expects to be repaid
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Any unrealistic expectations can lead to
depression
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But on this broadcast I want to tell you about
one expectation that will never disappoint you
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What expectation is this
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If you are a believer in Jesus Christ
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When you place your expectations on the
promises of God you will never be disappointed

MRIERE AR N AE I N B o FREEK
R

No matter how long it may take, it will come to

pass
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Whenever you place your expectations on what
God said
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No matter how long it takes, he will always
keep his word
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Whenever you cling to God’s covenant with
you
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No matter what’s going on around you, he
always keeps his side of the covenant
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Whether you see it or not
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Whether you experience it firsthand or not
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God will always keep his word

MLEE TS ©

Whenever your expectations are placed firmly
and squarely on God’s pledges
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No matter how long it takes
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God will always fulfill those expectations
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Today I want to draw your attention to another
ordinary person who prayed an extraordinary
prayer
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If you are joining us for the first time
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We are approaching the end of a series called,
“Ordinary People Who Prayed Extraordinary
Prayers”
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Our study comes from the historical record
according to Dr. Luke
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If you do not have a Bible, write to us and we’ll
get you one. Let me remind those who have

been following this series of broadcasts about
what we have studied so far
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The first thing we studied was the prayer of
Abraham’s servant, Eliezer
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Eliezer prayed a prayer of faith and God met
the details of his prayer
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Next we saw the prayer of Samuel’s mother,
Hannah
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She prayed with faith and absolute confidence
in the God of power and might
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And God met her needs and fulfilled the
promises
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Today we look at a prayer of Simeon
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Listen as we read Luke chapter 2 verses 22 to
33
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We know few things about Simeon
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He placed his expectations squarely upon the
promises of God
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He trusted God completely
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He let all of his expectations, hopes, and
dreams be based upon the Word of God
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And God did not disappoint him
A ik B o

I want you to look at Luke 2:25
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Now there was a man in Jerusalem called
Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He
was waiting for the consolation of Israel and
the Holy Spirit was upon him
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Let me tell you a few things that are Biblically
and historically accurate
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In times of spiritual degeneracy
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In times when the official church hierarchy is
focused on the form of religion, but deny its
power
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In times where the clergy of the church are

more concerned about the institution than the
gospel of Jesus Christ
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In times of spiritual crisis
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In times where religious leaders become
preoccupied with politics and compromise
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In those times
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God always calls ordinary people to accomplish
extraordinary things
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God calls ordinary people to pray extraordinary
prayers
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When Hannah prayed her prayer and God
blessed her with Samuel
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Eli the priest was preoccupied
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So God called an ordinary woman to exercise
extraordinary faith
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God always calls ordinary people to believe the
impossible
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God calls ordinary people to expect the
unexpected
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God always calls ordinary people to hope for
hopeless
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God always calls ordinary people to attempt the
unthinkable
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God always calls ordinary people to be
convinced of the inconceivable
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God always calls ordinary people top see the
invisible
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God always calls ordinary to do the undoable
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Let no one therefore say, I am just an ordinary
Christian
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God specializes in using ordinary Christians
who believe in an extraordinary God

A e ] — Sy B E - (AR ATTREAE
FE B A LA o

Now there are some people who try to
speculate about this man Simeon
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Someone said, he must have been a rabbi
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Others said, he must have been a retired priest
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This is all speculation
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Why do they speculate
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fact that Simeon was an ordinary man

RN AT IR AE PR AN i — A LY
A

SECTION B
B

1.

They do not want to accept the fact that God
uses ordinary people
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But the whole Scripture proves it
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What Luke is telling us about this man is that
he was an ordinary man

EE NS IR EAT] > X — LRI A

But he had unshakable expectations about the
coming Messiah
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Dr. Luke was a very meticulous man and a
scientist
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He paid attention to details and did not leave
anything out
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If Simeon were anything other than just an
ordinary man that was filled with the Holy
Spirit, Luke would have told us
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While we do not know a great deal about
Simeon
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We know the few things about him that are
mentioned in Luke chapter 2
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The few things that we know about him, are the
things that really matter to God, if not to people
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What do I mean by that
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We often think that people who really matter
are people with big titles
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We often think that people who really matter
are people with a string of degrees after their
name
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We often think that people who really matter
are people who are highly regarded in society
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But God the Holy Spirit inspired Luke to tell us
what is important to God about this man
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Verse 25 of Luke chapter 2
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Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name
was Simeon
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Then Luke gives us the man’s qualifications
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Qualification number one
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He was righteous
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Qualification number two
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He was devout
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Qualification number three
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He was looking for or watching for the
consolation of Israel
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Now my listening friend, my time is coming to
an end
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In the next broadcast we will be looking at all
these qualifications in detail
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But before I conclude this broadcast I want to
ask you this
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Can people look at your life and say that you
are righteous, devout, and looking with
expectations for the coming of the Lord Jesus

BIAAT LR S B HIRE — T IEE ~ i
FHFE SR T HRER R ANG 2

My prayer is that your answer is yes
BT KL ORE 20 2
Tune in to our next broadcast when we will

learn how long the people of God had been
waiting to see what Simeon was able to see
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing
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