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Hello, listening friends.

SREMIAK > IR !

Thank you for tuning in to this broadcast
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If you are joining our broadcast for the first
time
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We are nearing the end of a series called,

“Ordinary People Who Prayed Extraordinary
Prayers”
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In the last broadcast
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I promised you that we would find out how
long the people of God had been waiting to see
what Simeon saw
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Before I tell you about that, let’s look back
where we left off in the Scripture
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We were looking at Luke 2:25
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Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name
was Simeon
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We know from our study that Simeon was not a
great man by earthly standards
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We know very little about him
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But we do know that he had all of the
qualifications that God finds important
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Do you remember what these qualifications
were
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Let’s go over Simeon’s qualifications one more
time
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Qualification number one
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He was righteous
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Qualification number two
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He was devout
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Qualification number three
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He was looking for or watching for the
consolation of Israel
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I know someone who used to think that
accumulating degrees was the most important
thing in life
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Today he would gladly trade all his degrees for
those three qualifications
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Righteousness
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Devout
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Expectant of the return of the Lord
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If you take time and meditate on Simeon’s
prayer
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You will get a sense about the godliness of this
man
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He lived every single moment of every day of
his life being on duty
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He lived all of his life like a sentinel

fil i & A DI —4¢ -

He was always watching and waiting
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He lived all his life in the watchtower looking
for the appearance of a star
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And when that star appeared, he announced it
to the world
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So he starts his prayer by saying
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Now it’s time for me to be relieved of my post
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Now it’s time for me to step down from my
watchtower
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Now after a long wait I can relinquish my post
of watching and waiting
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What I have been watching and waiting for is
here
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What God had promised he now delivered
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What we have hoped for, for centuries, is now
here
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Let’s look at verse 29 of Luke chapter 2
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Now let your servant depart in peace according
to your word
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Why is he ready now to depart
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We find the answer in verse 30
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Because my eyes have seen the fulfillment of
all of Israel’s expectations
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Because of all of my expectations of the
fulfillment of the promise of God have been
met
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Now all of my dreams have been fulfilled
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Now all of my hopes have been realized
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Now all of my watching and waiting have met
their purpose
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Now I can be set free
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Those are the expectations that will never
disappoint you
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Because when your expectations are based on
the promises of God
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God will never disappoint you
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Well what was that dream
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What was that hope
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What was that expectation
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That he would see the Messiah
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That he would see the only hope for the world
come on the world scene
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That he would see the Savior
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The one that God had promised long ago is now
here
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Simeon’s world did not need more experts or
judges
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Simeon’s world needed a Messiah
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And that is why when Simeon saw the baby
Jesus he knew that all of his expectations had
been fulfilled
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The one that God promised long ago is now
here
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Can you imagine Simeon’s excitement as he
held the baby Jesus in his hands
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And then he prayed
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The one for whom people longed for
generations
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I am now seeing with my own eyes
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God has privileged me to see him and now I
can die in peace

AR AR - LEEE W BlEFR T DA%
Simeon was an ordinary man but he prayed an
extraordinary prayer
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He was an ordinary man who received an
extraordinary blessing
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He was an ordinary man who received an
extraordinary privilege
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He was an ordinary man who witnessed an
extraordinary fulfillment of prophecy
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Simeon followed in a long line of faithful men
and women
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The men and women who had waited and
watched from their watchtowers
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And then they passed their duty of watching
and waiting to the next generation
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And this happened generation after generation
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This small number of faithful people never lost
hope
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This remnant of faithful Messiah watchers
never gave up
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Why

It 22

Because their expectations were placed firmly
on the promises of God
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Simeon was the last in a long line of
generations that faithfully passed on this
expectation
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My listening friend, let me ask you a question
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When was the last time that you talked to your
children or to someone in the next generation to
be expectant of the return of Jesus Christ
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When was the last time you were expectant of
the Lord’s return
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That’s what believers are supposed to do
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We need to remember that our earthly condition
is not our home
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Our home is in heaven
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We seem to forget this
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We get busy in our daily lives that we forget
that heaven is our destiny
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Simeon never forgot that
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Faithful generations before him did not forget
this
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Simeon was the last in a long line of

generations that faithfully passed on this Godly
expectations
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They knew that they would not be disappointed
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In fact this expectation goes all the way back to
Adam and Eve

HE b X B DL — BB EE Y B R
% -

In the book of Genesis, God told them to wait
for the seed of the woman
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Then they were followed by the people in the
book of Exodus
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Who were told to be waiting for the lamb of
God
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Then they were followed by the people in
Leviticus
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Who waited for the High Priest
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Then in the book of Numbers they were waiting
for the smitten rock
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Then in the book of Deuteronomy where they
waited for the Prophet
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Then in the book of Joshua they were waiting
for the Captain of the Lord of Hosts
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And in the book of Judges they were waiting
for the great and final Judge
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In the book of Ruth, they were waiting for the
heavenly kinsman redeemer
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In Samuel
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They were waiting for the Anointed One
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In the book of Kings
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They were waiting for the King of all kings,
and the Lord of all lords
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In the book of Chronicles
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They were waiting for the glory of God and the

temple of God
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In the book of Ezra
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They were waiting for the Teacher who was
coming from God
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In the book of Nehemiah
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They were waiting for the Rebuilder of broken
lives
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In the book of Esther
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They were waiting for the Protector of His
people
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In the book of Job
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They were waiting for the only Comforter in
the times of trouble
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In the book of Psalms
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They were waiting for the Good Shepherd
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In the book of Proverbs
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They were waiting for the Wisdom of God to
appear
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In the book of Ecclesiastes
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They were waiting for the Preacher of the
Kingdom of God
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In the book of Song of Solomon
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They were waiting for the Bridegroom of His
bride the church
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In Isaiah
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They were waiting for the mighty God,
everlasting Father, Prince of Peace
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In the book of Jeremiah
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They were waiting for the Potter who shapes
the clay of our lives into the image of God
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In the book of Lamentations
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They were waiting for the Weeping Prophet
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In the book of Ezekiel
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They were waiting for the wheel inside the
wheel
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In the book of Daniel
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They were waiting for the Son of Man coming
in clouds of great glory and the fourth man in
the fiery furnace
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In the book of Hosea
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They were waiting for the love of God for the
backsliders
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In the book of Joel
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They were waiting for the baptism of the Holy
Spirit
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In the book of Amos
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They were waiting for the Author of judgement
and mercy
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In the book of Micah
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They were waiting for the great Intercessor
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In the book of Nahum
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They were waiting for the Stronghold in the
day of trouble
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In the book of Habakkuk
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They were waiting for the God of mercy
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In the book of Zephaniah
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They were waiting for the Establisher of the
Kingdom of God
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In the book of Haggai
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They were waiting for the Desire of all nations
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In the book of Zechariah
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They were waiting for the branch of Jehovah
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And in the book of Malachi
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They were waiting for the Refiners Fire
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The Son of righteousness that will rise over all
the world with healing in his wings
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Simeon said
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They all waited for him, but now I see him with
my own eyes
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Now take me to glory
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Simeon’s mission was accomplished
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He said my expectations and the expectations
of all my faithful ancestors have been fulfilled
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God kept his word
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God will keep his world
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Jesus will return
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Maybe we are the generation that will see him
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Are you expectant of his return
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Wrong expectations will disappoint you
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High expectations in the wrong people or the
wrong things will depress you
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But expectations of the promises of God
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Will never, never, never disappoint you
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Now let me ask you a very serious and solemn
question
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If Jesus comes back today, will you be ready to
meet him
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Jesus said that in his first coming he came as a
Savior
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In his second coming, he will come as a Judge
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Have you accepted his salvation
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You will be judged on the basis of whether
you’ve accepted him as Savior and Lord or
rejected him
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There is no third or neutral position
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Today you can say to him

K RARAT LAl »

Lord Jesus Christ
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Come into my life

[GpusalEaai DT

Forgive me my sins

¥ &ZiRsAE S

Receive me into your kingdom
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Thank you now that I am your child
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If you have prayed this prayer in faith
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You are now a new creation
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You belong to God
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He is now your Father
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Jesus is your older brother
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He is now interceding on your behalf in heaven
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Welcome to the family of God
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessings
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