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Hello, listening friends.
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We are delighted that you have chosen to tune
in to this program
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And we are about to conclude our series of

messages entitled, ’Ordinary People Who Have
Prayed Extraordinary Prayers”
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And we are going to conclude this series of

messages by looking at the prayer that is found
in Luke chapter 1 beginning at verse 46
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Every generation has its own way to describe
what’s going on in society at the time
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Some words that have been used to describe
conditions in the 20th century are as follows
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The underclass
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The privileged few
VIR % >
The working poor

A5 B
Social justice
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The disadvantaged
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The disenfranchised
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And of course the all too common use of the
word “victimized”
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These are mostly words that are designed to
categorize people into groups
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In academia this is called social engineering
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For those of us who are believers there is a big
problem with these words
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These words most often underestimate and give
no consideration whatsoever to the way God
operates in his universe
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Why
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Because the unbeliever does not understand

that God operates with a different set of
standards
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Because the worldly view does not understand
that God specializes in lifting up the lowly and
humbling the powerful
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There are those who teach that unless you are
rich and powerful you do not matter
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There are those who say that unless you have
university degree you are not important
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There are those who would say that unless your
family is a prominent family, you are not
important
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But that’s not how God thinks
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God looks at the heart and not the
accomplishments
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And that happened 2000 years ago
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God looked down and saw a young peasant girl
from Nazareth
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She was not related to the powerful Roman
emperor
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She was not rich and famous
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But she had something none of these people
had
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She was righteous
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2000 years ago, a young peasant girl in
Palestine
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Knew what God was looking for much more
than all the educated people in this century
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If you really want to understand what it means
to have a healthy self-image
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Study the prayer of praise by Mary in Luke
chapter 1 beginning at verse 46
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If you really want to understand what it means
to be really secure in who you are in Christ
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You need to study the prayer of Mary
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Let’s read it
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Mary was a very ordinary young woman
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And yet she prayed an extraordinary prayer
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By our modern standards
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Mary would have been considered to be a
member of the underclass
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She would have been considered disadvantaged
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She would have been considered poor and
disenfranchised
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And yes, she would have been considered
victimized
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You might ask why
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Well try to explain to her society her teen
pregnancy out of wedlock
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You talk about being victimized
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Teen pregnancy out of wedlock was punishable
by stoning to death
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And the family of the girl had to throw the
stones themselves
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But Mary’s true healthy self-image was built
around her trust in God’s word through the
angel Gabriel
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Her true healthy self-image was built upon her
confidence in God alone
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Her true healthy self-image was based on the
promise of God in the Word of God

EhRNE B SER R HRIP R - 2 T
TE IR R 5

Her true healthy self-image was manifested
when she did not count the cost for the sake of
serving God’s purpose
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Because of that
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Millions of people are honored to call their
daughters Mary
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In fact there are more than 20 variations on the
name Mary
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Mary’s family was so poor, that the poor called
them poor
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But they were not only materially poor
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But their neighborhood was terrible
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Their neighborhood had such a bad reputation
throughout the whole country
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So much so that John chapter 1 verse 46
Nathaniel said, Can anything good come out of
Nazareth
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My listening friends, what I am going to tell
you next is very important
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People may be intimidated by the rich and the
powerful
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But God only uses the humble
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People may cower before the strong and the
mighty
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But God uses the weak and the desperate
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There are many people who are impressed with
culture and class
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But God blesses those who are broken hearted
and contrite hearts
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People may be eager to bow to celebrity
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But God despises the haughty and the arrogant
and the proud
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People may worship at the shrine of
materialism
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But God is looking for the faithful and the
contrite
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Many artists through the years have improvised
in their interpretation and imagination of
Mary’s physical beauty
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But the Bible only tells us of her beauty of
holiness
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The Bible tells us of the beauty of her surrender
to God’s purpose regardless of the cost
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Mary was told that despite all of her
circumstances
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She was highly favored by the Lord
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The virgin birth indeed is a supernatural
miracle
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For the divine Son of God could not have been
born the natural way
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Why
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Because if he was born the normal way, he

could not have been the sinless, divine Son of
God

R an SR B AR &R A > g4 a] g
JEJCHE o EEMJLT s
And if he were not the sinless Son of God, he

could not have been able to forgive the sins of
all those who turn to him
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This is a historical fact
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This is the heart of the gospel
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Now let me tell you about other miracles that
happen every day
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These miracles have taken place every day in
the past 2000 years
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These are miracles that are equal in
supernatural intervention of God as the virgin
birth
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What am [ talking about
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I’'m talking about the miracle that takes place in
the lives of all born again believers
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The miracle of Christ being born in the hearts

of repentant men and women throughout the
ages ever since the resurrection of the Lord
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But the problem is this
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Unlike Mary
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We do not value the miracle that has taken
place in our lives
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96. We take the miracle for granted
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98. We try to take credit for the miracle that God
performed in our lives
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99. Let me explain this
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1. Because Christ is born in us, we too are highly
favored
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2. Because Christ dwells in our hearts, we too are
highly favored
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3. Because Christ called us, he loved us, he
redeemed us, we too are highly favored
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4.  And the reason why every born again Christian
must have a healthy self-image
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5. Is because he or she is highly favored
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6. How do we express this
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7. The way Mary expressed it
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8.  She said
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9. My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit
rejoices in God my Savior
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10. Now the soul is the seat of our will and all of
our emotions
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When you will in your heart and your mind to
magnify the Lord
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When you purpose in your heart that all of your

life’s focus is the bring glory to the name of the
Lord
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Then you are going to find it easy to be a joyful
Christian
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Do you know why some Christians look sad
and miserable
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It is because their life’s purpose is something
other than magnifying the name of the Lord
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The reason some Christians look like they are
dower and miserable
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Is because their life’s focus is something
besides the glory of the Lord
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A joyful Christian is a Christian whose deepest
concern is the glory of God
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Whether you are a housewife or a student
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Whether you are an engineer or a doctor or a
businessman
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Whether you are a lawyer or whatever your
profession may be
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If God’s name, God’s glory, and God’s purpose
is first and foremost in your heart
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You will be a joyful Christian
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This is a disposition that is valuable to every
Christian
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This is a disposition that is available to every
Christian

XA EB AR A R — R U

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Rich or poor
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Men or women
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Young or old
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Because they all have one thing in common
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They are highly favored by the Lord

il 1#0E KRSy -

To magnify the Lord is the secret to your
spiritual rejoicing
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Imagine if something like this had happened to
you what your reaction would be
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Oh, boy, how am I going to explain this to
Joseph
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Oh boy, how am I going to explain this to the
village people in Nazareth
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Oh Lord, I am not ready for this
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Oh Lord, how am I going to provide for this
baby
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And then later on, when we cannot do anything
about it we might say, well, God might have a
purpose in this
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But that was not Mary’s reaction
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We think of all the problems first, then we give
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She could have thought of all the problems like
we do
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But instead she magnified the name of the Lord
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Secondly, healthy self-image always points to
the mercy and the grace of God

Y :3E HIDISE2 42 SRR E DR CEN)SE
M#EZ -

Listen to what she said
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For he has regarded the low estate of his
handmaiden
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This is the Bible from cover to cover
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What is it

wifta e

That God honors the humble and he detests the
haughty
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That God lifts up those who put him first in

their lives
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And he puts down the self-promoters
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That God never rejects the contrite hearted
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But he does reject the arrogant
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Mary was conscious of the fact that she was the
recipient of the grace of God
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And nobody can deflate that
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Jesus said
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Blessed are the poor in spirit
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Who are the poor in spirit
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They are the ones who genuinely say to God
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God, without you, I am nothing
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God, without you, I would have accomplished
nothing
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God, I owe you everything
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Healthy self-image always magnifies the Lord
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Healthy self-image always points to the grace
and mercy of God
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Thirdly
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Healthy self-image always recognizes the
faithfulness of God
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In Mary’s prayer she remembered that

throughout history God has been faithful to his
promises
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He promised Abraham that he would deliver his
descendants from slavery of Egypt
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And he did
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He promised Moses that he would get the
people out into the promised land
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And he did
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He promised the Israelites protection from their
enemies
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And he did
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Hundreds of times
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He told them if they would be obedient to the
covenant that he would bless them
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And every time they were obedient, God did
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And here Mary points out God faithfulness in
always keeping his promises
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Look at verse 51
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He showed strength to the humble and scattered
the proud
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Verse 52
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He put down the mighty
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Verse 53
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He fed his people in the wilderness with
Pharaoh’s army’s drowning
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In verse 54
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In his mercy he kept on loving Israel even when
they did not love him back
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In verse 55 he spoke to Abraham and told him
that through his seed a Messiah would come
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And 2000 years later, Mary was privileged to
carry him
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God is faithful and he will always keep his
promises
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But the question is this
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Are you willing to trust him
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Are you willing to fully obey him
TRIETE 52 2N Az tthns 2

Are you willing to give him the control over
your life
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Are you willing to place his glory, his name, his
kingdom, his work, his rule in your life
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First and foremost
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Your answer to these questions will determine
not only the state of your joy
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But also whether you will accomplish anything
for God or not
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Let me summarize those three points as I
conclude
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Healthy self-image always magnifies the Lord
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Healthy self-image always points to God’s

grace and mercy
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Healthy self-image always trusts in God’s
faithfulness
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I hope that you have now beginning to develop
a healthy self-image.
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Until we meet again, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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