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Hello, listening friends.
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We are glad to tell you, today, that we are
bringing you a new series of messages.
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We are calling it, “Knowing Christ.”
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It will help you to know the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Whether you are a believer or not,
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this series of messages will help you.
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I hope you’re not going to miss any of it,

W3 B R AN BB AT A0 — 77 E S R]

and, I want to begin this series by telling you
about something that is very familiar to parents.
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Children, who do not know how to occupy their
time, often complain of boredom.
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Feeling bored is an indication of an inner
emptiness.
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Children are not the only ones who feel
boredom at times.
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Adults get bored, too;
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but adults mask their boredom by moving from
one interest to another.
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Adults mask their boredom by seeking new and
exciting endeavors.
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Many adults mask their boredom by gossiping

and back-biting.
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Other adults mask their boredom by interfering
in other people’s lives.
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There are even some Christians who are bored
with their Christian life.
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They express their boredom by going from one
meeting to another.
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They express their boredom by looking for
answers in what others say,
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but they can never solve the problem of
spiritual boredom.
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Why?
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Because there’s only one cure for spiritual
boredom.
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What is this cure?
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It is knowing the Lord Jesus Christ,
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but many people would rather mask their
spiritual boredom than face reality.
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Here’s the problem:
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masking your spiritual boredom will stop you
from dealing with your most desperate need.
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What is that most desperate need?
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It is how to permanently relieve the problem of
spiritual boredom.
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The root cause of spiritual boredom is this:
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it is to know how to know and love Christ.
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Some of you may say,
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“Wait a minute! Ilove Christ.
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I study the Bible regularly.
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I have excellent Bible knowledge.
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I even memorize vast portions of the
Scripture.”
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All of these things are wonderful.
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Don’t stop doing them;
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but, to some, these means to loving Christ have
become an end unto themselves.
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Head-knowledge of the Bible must not be your
only goal.
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Your goal must be to love Christ with all your
heart,
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to love Christ more deeply every day,
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to love Christ more intimately every day;
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and, when you grow in your love for Christ,
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all the other things in your life will fall in place.
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I want you to, please, if you have your Bible, to
turn to Philippians, Chapter 3, verse 8.
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Here’s what the Word of God said:
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“I regard everything as loss because of the

surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord.”
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My listening friend, I want to tell you that you

can spend the rest of your life studying this
verse,
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and you still would not be able to fully achieve
this goal,
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because, until you come to the point of being
able to say,
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“Everything that I have --
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my job,
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my money,
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my possessions,
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my life --

everything is a loss when I put it side by side to
knowing and loving Jesus Christ.”
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Until you come to this point in your life,
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you have not begun to truly know the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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Let me ask you a question, my listening friend.
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What do you value most in life?
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Only you know what it is.
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For a long time, in my early Christian walk,
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the most important goal in my life
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was to earn a doctorate in philosophy from a
prestigious university;
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so, one day, many years ago, I achieved my
goal.
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You may ask, “Is your degree worthless to you
now?”
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No;
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but, if I compare it with Christ and my knowing
Him, it is less than rubbish.
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When you begin the journey of intimately
knowing Jesus Christ,
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you begin by comparing His permanence with
how fleeting all other things are.
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You begin by comparing His constantly

refreshing us with how fast other things become
stale and old.
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My listening friends, please listen to what I'm
going to tell you.
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Knowing Christ above everything else is not
easy.
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The constant temptation of placing other things
above knowing Christ is very real.
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In fact, the more I grow in Christ, the more
intense the temptation becomes;
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but I know some of you are asking this question:
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“How do you overcome these temptations?”
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The question is: “How do I regularly choose to
know Christ above all else?”
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You cannot know Christ by simply amassing
vast information about Christ.
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You cannot know Christ by merely having one
spiritual experience after another.
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You cannot know Christ by merely hearing
sermons about Christ,
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or, reading books about Christ.
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Knowing Christ has to begin by being
dissatisfied.
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You must become dissatisfied with your current
grasp of Christ’s love for you.

HIRTREBRIZRT » IR IR 2
5 > INDAE

Knowing Christ begins with a yearning to know
Him.
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In Ephesians, Chapter 3, verse 18,
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Paul prays the following words on behalf of the
Ephesian Christians:
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89.  “---that they might comprehend the full

breadth,
“RE LAFIAR EAE — [FIHH B F B A 2 2 A <5

90. length,
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91. height,
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92. and depth
=K

93. of the love of Christ.”
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94. Until you come to the point of saying, “Lord,
my love for You is so pathetic.
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95. My knowledge of You is so superficial.
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96. My time with You is so one-sided.
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97. My desire of You is merely to give me what I
want.
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98. My encounters with You are limited to when I
need You.
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99. Lord, I do not k now You or love You the way
You loved me ...” --
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1. until you come to this point in your life,
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2. you cannot begin to truly know the Lord Jesus
Christ.
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3. Until you become dissatisfied with your current

condition,
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you have not yet begun the journey of knowing
and loving Him.
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The Gospels tell us something very important
about Jesus,
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and it is this:
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that He longs to nourish our minds with His
truth.
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He longs to elevate our imagination to new
heights through His beauty.
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He longs to open our hearts to His love.
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He longs for us to surrender our will to His
purpose.
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He longs for His holiness to challenge us;
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but, until we come to the point of saying, “Lord,
I am truly dissatisfied with where I am,”
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spiritual boredom will continue to shadow you
all of your life.
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The cure for spiritual boredom is not hearing
more teaching and more preaching.
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The cure for spiritual boredom is not more busy
activities.
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The cure for spiritual boredom is not doing
things that mask your deepest longing,
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because our deepest longing is to know and
love Jesus.
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Our deepest longing is to begin to apprehend
the depth, the width, the breadth and the height
of the love of Christ;
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then, we must learn how to love Him back in
the same way;
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and all of that must begin with dissatisfaction.
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Complacency and smugness are the primary
enemies of loving Christ.
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When God called Abraham and said to him,
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“Abraham, leave everything and everybody,
and I will lead you to an uncertain future...”
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now, at that time, Abraham did not have a Bible.
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Abraham did not have the knowledge that
Christ died for him.
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He lived 2,000 years before Christ died for him.
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Abraham did not have a pastor or a church.
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Abraham did not have Christian friends.
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Abraham did not know a great deal about God.
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Oh, but Abraham trusted God and obeyed God.
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That is real love.
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If you truly want to know and love Jesus Christ,
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you must be willing to give up everything.
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You notice, I said “willing” to give up
everything?
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There is nothing that you have that God wants.
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He gave you everything you have;
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so you must be willing to give up everything.

FTLL » AR A7 DIE BT —1)

After Abraham obeyed God,
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God blessed him multiple times.
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Abraham did not know that he was going to be
so blessed of God.
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He simply obeyed for obedience’s sake.
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You cannot begin to know the Lord Jesus
Christ without being willing to obey Him.
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That may require you to give up the old sin that
you’re still nursing.
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That may require you giving up your false
concepts of God.
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That may require you to give up your fears and
insecurities.
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In other words, you must be willing to say,
“Nothing will I withhold from my Lord...”
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and, when you get to this point in your life,
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then, you have begun your journey of knowing
and loving Jesus with all of your being;
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and I want to walk with you in that journey.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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