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1. Hello, listening friends.
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2. We welcome you to this second message in the
series of messages on knowing Christ,
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3. and, I want to begin by telling you a short story.
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4. A young boy was leading his younger sister up
a steep mountain path.
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5. The climbing was difficult.
filfl IMEFFAR = -

6. There were many rocks in the way.
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7.  When the little girl reached a state of
exhaustion,
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8. she yelled to her brother,
b i -
9. “This is not a path at all!
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10.  “Itis rocky and bumpy.”
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11. Her brother replied,
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12.  “Yes, but the rocks and the bumps are what
you step on to climb up.”
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13. Some of us see bumps along the road of life as
obstacles.

A e N A B B R R Bk -

14. Others see them as stepping-stones.
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Anyone who truly wants to know and love
Jesus Christ
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will experience obstacles and difficulties.
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Anyone who wants to know and love Jesus

Christ
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will face many barriers.
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Anyone who wants to know and love Jesus
Christ
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will meet with distractions and sidetracks;
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and the question is this:

[FEE

how do we overcome these obstacles?
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We are all constantly tempted by difficulties
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and we must respond to them one way or
another.
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Some people get used to the distractions of life
and accommodate to them.
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Many allow distractions to stop them from
knowing and loving Christ with all their hearts;
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then, only when they hit the wall in their lives

do they realize that they have ceased to love
Jesus with all of their hearts.
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Only when they hit a financial crisis,
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or a relationship crisis,
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or an illness crisis,
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only then do they discover how far they have
gone away from their first love.
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This is sad, but it’s really true.
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Our love for Jesus Christ is the first thing that
goes in times of prosperity.
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My listening friends, I want you to listen very
carefully to what I’'m going to tell you.

PR ZRINK » 164N i
The answer to this problem is repentance.

DRI A TRl — S B R o

The answer is to repent from where you have
fallen.
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The answer is to acknowledge the sin of
distraction
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and to seek God’s forgiveness;
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then, begin to return to your first love;
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but you need to do more than that.
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You need to ask the Lord to help you know
Him better;
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so, what are some of these distractions that
cause our love for Jesus to grow cold?
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What are some of the things that stop us from
loving Christ?
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Let me give you three possible obstacles.
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These three things will represent all the
obstacles to knowing and loving the Lord Jesus
Christ with all your heart.
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Number one,
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the inability to accept correction.
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Secondly,
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the unwillingness to change and grow.
AN E BB MAKAE -
Thirdly,
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the susceptibility to confusing the journey for
the destination.
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First, the inability to accept correction.
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I’m sure some of you are saying, “What has my
inability to accept correction to do with my
knowing Christ?”
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Most of us are not able to see ourselves as we
really are.
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Most of us want to see ourselves as we want to
be seen by others.
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We all imagine ourselves as we want to be,
instead of how we really are;
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and that’s where godly friends come in.
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The Apostle John makes it very clear in his
Epistle.
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He said, “Your love for Jesus is expressed in
loving others...”
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and the ability to receive correction from others
removes the barrier toward your loving Christ.
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It is true that very few of us enjoy criticism.
AEE > R NEIRPEHIVE

Our natural reaction, when we are criticized, is
to defend ourselves.
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We say, “That person never liked me anyway.”
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We say, of that person who is correcting us,
that, “This person just wants to humiliate me.”
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or, we say, that, “He knows nothing. I don’t
have to listen to him...”
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but what I’m talking about, here, is an honest,

loving, affirming criticism,
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because honest, loving criticism plays a vital
role in self-examination;
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and self-examination leads to personal growth.
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It is also important to understand that criticism

must only be exercised very lovingly.
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Criticism must always be exercised in the
atmosphere of affirmation.
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My listening friend, I'm going to tell you
something you may never have heard before,
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because very few people realize that, when
Jesus hung on the cross,
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He affirmed and criticized us, all at the same
time.
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He affirmed us by saying, “I love you and I am
paying the price for your sin.”
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He was criticizing us by saying, “It is your sin
that hung Me on that cross.
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It is your rebellion and stubbornness that hung
Me on the cross...”
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so the cross criticizes and affirms us at the same
time.
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To refuse to accept genuine correction is to

refuse to comprehend the depth of God’s love
for us,
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and, to refuse to comprehend Christ’s love will
hinder you from knowing and loving Him fully.
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A loving critic must be like Jesus.

— AR ORI E LIRS HE BRR AR, ©
He may break us down.

PR AT -

It is only to build us up again.
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He may wound us,

A2 1 -

but it is only to heal us.
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Non -loving criticism can destroy people.
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That is why it must never take place among
God’s people.
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To love Christ fully, we must be willing to
receive correction.
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Secondly,
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to know and love Christ fully, you must be
willing to change and grow.
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Jesus talked about a seed that is planted and
grows;
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and, if a seed is not growing,
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it is either sterile or dead.
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Growth is about change;
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and, for growth to occur, it must let go of the
old.
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Many people are afraid of change.
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Many people want to cling to the past,
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but Christians should be champions of change
that leads to growth.
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Let me give you an illustration that would help
you understand what I’m trying to say.
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When you see a midget, what do you think?
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You realize that something went wrong in his
or her physical growth;
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but do you know how many spiritual midgets
are around us --
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people whose lives of faith are stunted,
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people whose lives of faith stopped growing?
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Ask yourself this question, my listening friend.
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Have you ceased to grow in your knowledge
and love of Jesus Christ?
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Whatever level you have reached, there’s
always more.
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Whatever depth you have experienced, there is
more;
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and the day you stop changing and growing is
the day of danger for your Christian life.
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The Apostle Paul tells the Corinthians that God
uses people to plant seeds in our lives;
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and, then, He uses others to fertilize that seed;
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but only God will give the increase.
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Please let me summarize again.
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The inability to accept correction will hamper
your love for Jesus.
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Unwillingness to change and grow will stop
you from knowing Jesus Christ.
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Thirdly,

—_— 9

confusing the journey for the destination will
dry up your knowledge and your love for Jesus
Christ.
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Someone once said,
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“Christ came into the world to bring us out of
it...”
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but we are all tempted to dig our heels into this
world.
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We are all tempted to become too attached to

this world;
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but this is a barrier to knowing and loving Jesus
Christ with all of our hearts.
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My listening friend, let me put it this way:
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you, either, see yourself as a citizen of this
world with little more than passing interest in
Heaven
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or, you see yourself as a traveler passing

through this strange land on your way to your
final destination;
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and we all are susceptible to this temptation.
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Knowing and loving Jesus Christ means
keeping your eye on your destination
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and serving Him during the journey.
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To love Jesus is to love what He loves,
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and the Bible said
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that Jesus loves redeeming sinners who are in
the world.

HBRZ RBe i ERYSEA -
Jesus loves reconciling sinners to the Father.
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Jesus loves for the lost in the world to be found.
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That’s what Jesus loved.
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To love Jesus is to love what Jesus loved.
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I know this is not easy.
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The Apostle Paul said to the Romans,
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“Do not conform, but be transformed.”
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What does Paul mean by this?
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He is saying, “Be a transforming agent in this

world, rather than conforming to its ways of

thinking.”
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My listening friend, I want to give you a
warning as I conclude.
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Do not wait until you hit a wall of tragedy in

your life to recognize that your love for Jesus
has grown cold.
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Why don’t you say to Him, today,
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“Today, I want to love You with all my heart.
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Today, I will not let refusal of correction hinder
me from loving You.
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Today, I will not allow my refusal to change
stunt my loving You.
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Today, I will not let the confusion of the

joumey for the destination kill my passion for
You..
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and, until we meet again, I wish you God’s
richest blessing.
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