(REgRR) BEHX

TATRERER - 3
KNOWING CHRIST -3

SECTION A
F#8

1.

10.

1.

12.

13.

Hello, listening friends.
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If you have just joined us,
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this is the third message in a series of messages
on knowing Christ.
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God told His people, in God’s Holy Book,
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to love the Lord their God with all their heart,
soul and mind,
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and to love their neighbor as themselves.
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Ancient theologians named this command the
“Shema.”
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In Jesus’ day, the Shema was recited twice a
day;
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but there was an underlying problem.
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The people’s lives did not reflect their love for
God.
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Twice a day, they would recite these words,

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
soul and mind,”
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and, yet, when the Lord of Glory showed up,
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they rejected Him and crucified Him.
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What they were saying with their lips,
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they were denying with their lives.
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What they were declaring publicly,
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they were denying in practice.
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My listening friend, you may say, “This would
not happen today.
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If Jesus would come, today, we would worship

Him.”
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Oh, really?
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Think about what many people do.
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We claim to know God,
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but we deny that very claim by our lives.
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We are doing exactly what God’s people were
doing in the time of Jesus.
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They were reciting the Shema without living it.
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Just as it was easy for the Pharisees to recite the
Shema twice a day --
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“I'love the Lord with all my soul, mind and
heart” --
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but living it was a whole different matter;
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and we do the same thing.
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Turn with me, if you have a Bible, to Matthew
22:32-39.
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“ ‘I am the God of Abraham...the God of
Jacob.
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He is not the God of the dead, but the God of
the living...’
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and, when the crowd heard this, they were
astonished at His teaching.
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Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees,
the Pharisees got together.
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One of them, an expert in the law, tested him
with this question:
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‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment
in the Law?’
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Jesus replied,
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‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.
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This is the first and the greatest commandment;
XM R — > B2 KR
and the second is like unto it.
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Love your neighbor as yourself.””
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The Pharisees were trying to trick Jesus,
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and, the reason why Jesus was so hard on the
Pharisees --
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it was because they were manipulators.
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They were forever trying to manipulate Jesus;
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and, so, here, they were trying to trick Jesus;
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but they recognized that Jesus was too much for
them and for their tricks;
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and, when they couldn’t trick Jesus, they sent a
lawyer to do the tricking.
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Look at Matthew 22:34 to 35.
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“But when they heard that He, (Jesus) had put

the Sadducees to silence, they gathered
themselves together and one of them, a lawyer,
asked Him a question to test Him.”
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The lawyer came to trick Jesus, asking Him,
“What is the greatest commandment of all?”
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What were the Pharisees trying to do?
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Their purpose was to find something by which
they could accuse Jesus of heresy;
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and, with this, they would discredit Him.
MR & 7 o

Their purpose was to expose Jesus as an
impostor
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and to turn the people against Him;
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but, without hesitation, Jesus took them back to

the very words that they were reciting twice a

day.
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“You shall love the Lord your God with all

your heart, your soul and your mind.”
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The Lord of Glory answered the Pharisees by
telling them to do what they already know,
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as if to say, “I am here to exhort you to practice
in life what you already claim to believe...”
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but how do we love Christ with our minds?
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Well, first, what is the mind?
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The mind is the seat of intellect.
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The mind is the seat of determination.
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The mind is the seat of willful vigor.
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The mind is the seat of commitment,
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and, because, above everything else, love is a

commitment, love, therefore, must start in the
mind.
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In marriage, for example,
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the core of love is commitment between
husband and wife.
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Marriage is not primarily about physical beauty,
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because that can change.
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Marriage is not primarily about emotions and
romance,
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because they can go up and down.
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It is not even about feelings,
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because feelings are mercurial.
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It is not about physical strength,
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because that can deteriorate.
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It is not about possessions,
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because that can be lost;
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but love’s beginning and sustaining power is
commitment,
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and commitment begins in the mind.
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If you truly want to know and love Jesus Christ,
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you have to begin with a determination --
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a determination that you will love Him above
all.
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If you want to love Jesus, you have to begin
with a mental decision.
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If you want to love Jesus, you have to begin by
placing Him in the highest priority level in your
life.
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You must give Him the priority of your time,
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the priority of your thinking,
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the priority of your decision-making,
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the priority of all your dreams and hopes;
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and, unless you make that conscious decision,
your love for Christ will go to the bottom of
your priority list.
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Why?
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Because what grabs our attention is what we
can see.
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What takes our time is what we feel.
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What occupies our passion is what we
experience;
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and, if you fall in the trap of giving in to what
pressures you,
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we will always crowd God out.
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A good way to think about your life’s priority is
like a wheel.
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Jesus is the axle around which the spokes of
your priorities are hooked into.
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If you see Jesus as the Hub around which all
your priorities emanate from and go back to,
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if Jesus is the very center of all life’s priority,
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then, loving God with your mind will mean the
following:
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you will make the decision of the will to give
Him the first fruit of your day,
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not the rotten fruit.
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Loving God with your mind means that you
will give Him the first fruit of your money and
possessions, not the leftovers.
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Loving God with your mind will mean that you
will consult Him before you make a decision.
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Loving God with your mind means that you
will say “no” to the temptation to do evil.
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You will say “no” to the things that keep you
away from worship.
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Not only that, but you will say “no” to the
things that do not honor the Lord.
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Loving Jesus with all your mind means that you
will say “yes” to obeying His commands.
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You will say “yes” to things that will bring
glory to His name.
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You will say “yes” to grieving over sin.
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Jesus said,
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“If you love Me, you will obey Me.”
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Obeying God requires determination of your

mind,
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and, mind-determination is the first step;
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and that is why the Lord Jesus said to love Him
with all your mind, heart and soul,
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but you must first determine to love Him with
your mind.
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Many times, we allow past failures to keep us
from growing in our love for Christ.
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I read about a man who went to see a doctor
about his memory.
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He said to the doctor,
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“I’m losing my memory.”
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A week later, the man received the diagnosis.

— LG > XN AENT BB ARSI o

“We cannot help your memory without
impairing your eyesight,” the doctor said.
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“Would you rather be able to see or
remember?”
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The man immediately said,
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“I would rather have my eyesight than my
memory.
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I would rather see where I'm going than
remember where I’ve been...”
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and it is the same way in loving Jesus.

Al - FEZ EREEE L

To know and love Jesus with your mind, you
must not be controlled by where you’ve been.
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Put all of your past under the blood of Jesus
and move forward.
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To love Jesus with all your mind,
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you must not dwell on past failures.
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You have to let the past be the past.
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Begin today with a new determination of the
mind.
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Determine that you will love Jesus above all
else;
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and you will be pleasantly surprised by the
power and the direction that the Lord will give
you,
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because determination of the mind is honoring
to Him; and God will honor your obedience;
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and, then, write and tell us about your
determination.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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