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Hello, listening friends.
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It’s a joy to know that you have tuned in,
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and, we are about in the middle of a series of
messages on how to know Christ and love Him;
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and I want to begin by telling you of some

phenomena that I have experienced around the
world.
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Everywhere I travel in the world, I am finding
that relationships are becoming shallow.
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Friendships are becoming superficial.
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Family members value money and materialism
above intimacy.
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Intimacy between friends and family members
is becoming less and less intense.
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Some of you may be asking, “What is intimacy,
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and, why is it important in knowing and loving
Christ?”
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Intimacy is connection with someone on a deep,
emotional level.
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Intimacy is connection with someone on a deep,
intellectual level.
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Intimacy is the connection of a spirit to spirit.
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Intimacy is the connection of the heart to heart.
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Intimacy is the connection of a soul to a soul;
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but, more than that, intimacy is a process.
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Intimacy cannot develop overnight.
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Intimacy requires the investment of time;
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so, why is intimacy becoming a rare
commodity in our time?
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I want to tell you why.
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Because intimacy is based on mutual trust.
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When trust is broken, intimacy is shattered.
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When trust is betrayed, intimacy becomes
difficult.
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Intimacy in marriage is only possible when the
husband and wife trust each other;
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and, when trust is present in their relationship,
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the husband and wife will open their hearts to
each other.
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Intimacy between two brothers- or two sisters-
in-Christ
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is only possible when each of them know that
they can open their hearts and minds and souls
to each other without fear of rejection;
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but, when trust is betrayed,
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intimacy becomes impossible.
WA FREA T 2R BRE T -
Trust is the cornerstone to intimacy.
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Someone once said,
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“A real friend is a person with whom you dare
to be yourself...”
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S0, intimacy is built on trust
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and trust takes time to develop.
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Trust takes time to be built.
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Trust involves real commitment.
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Wealthy people have difficulty distinguishing
their real friends from those who befriend them
in order to get something out of them.
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Many wealthy people feel that they can buy
friends;
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and, when these bought friends do not do what
they want them to do, they reject them and
throw them away;
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but, my listening friend, I want to tell you,

today, about the powerful and wealthy Friend
that you can have for life.
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He wants to befriend you without any
conditions.
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He knows all of your motives and still loves
you.
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This person is Jesus Christ;
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but do you know how to be intimate with Him?
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When the Bible tells us to love the Lord with
all your heart, do you know what that means?
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It means that He is the one Person with Whom
you can be truly intimate.
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Why?
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Because you can fully trust Him,
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because He will never reject you,
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because He will never betray you,
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because He will always forgive you,
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because He will always accept you,
Rtk L E e »

because He will always have your best interest
at heart;
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but, my listening friend, here’s the problem:
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there are people who feel that they can never be
themselves.

AR A BE B E C -
They say, “I can’t let people see the real me,
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because, if they really knew the real me, they
would not want to be my friend...”
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and many people carry this fear into their
spiritual life.
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The reason many people are not able to know
Jesus and love Him with all their hearts
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is because they erroneously think that, if God
really knew them, He would reject them;
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and they go through their life with this attitude.
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In their mind, they believe that Jesus died for
them.
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In their mind, they believe that God is merciful.
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In their mind, they believe that God is good,
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especially when He answers their prayers.
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In their mind, they know a great deal about
Jesus.
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In their mind, they have the ability to discern
some truth about Jesus;
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but they can have all of this kind of knowledge

in their heads and still have no intimacy with
God.
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How is that possible?
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It is because they do not know how much the
Lord loves them.

I AHATTAN BH 3 on (i AT TR 22 2 55 K

R RV/AS
mIR ©

— kM ERIENIR > FRANRESE AT

For those of you who are just tuning in,
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we are in the middle of the series of messages
on knowing God.

Bl B <R F1 »
T

EEE T

74.

75.

76.

7.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

In the last message, we saw how to love God
with your imagination.
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Today, we are looking into how to love Jesus
intimately with all your heart.
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‘When the Bible refers to the heart, it is
referring to the center of our personality.
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That includes the physical and the spiritual;
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and that is why we say, “Receive Jesus into
your heart.”
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It means that He is to indwell in the very center
of your life.
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How can you love someone with all your heart?
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You cannot do it without spending time with
that person.
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How can you love someone if all of your
knowledge of them is second-hand?
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It is an impossibility.
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You say, “I think of the Lord all the time
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and, sometimes, I pray all day long.”
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This is wonderful,
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but it is not what builds an intimacy with Jesus;
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so what does build intimacy with the Lord?
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Intimacy with Jesus includes giving Him the
chance to speak to you.
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Intimacy with Jesus must include listening to
Him.
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You cannot listen when you are not devoting
specific time to listening.
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Some of you are saying, “Well, how do I
listen?”
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By reading His Word.
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Intimacy with God takes place when you

delight yourself in your heavenly Father’s
presence,
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and that requires spending specific time with
Him.
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The reason I get up early each morning is
because, if I don’t spend that time in intimacy

with God’s Word, my knowledge and love for
the Lord will get weaker and weaker.
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The more you spend time with Jesus in His
Word, the more you get to know Him.
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The more you get to know Him, the more you
get to love Him;

{REA TR » JREL 2R A 5
and the more you love Him, the more you want
to love Him;
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and the more you want to love Him,
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the more you want to love Him with your
whole heart;
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but, my listening friend, please listen to what
I’m going to tell you.
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What is even more wonderful is to sit in God’s
presence and know that He loves you
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and He delights Himself in your presence,
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that He longs for your fellowship,
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that He pursues intimacy with you;
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and that’s what the cross was all about.
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That is what His dying for you is all about.
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Martin Luther, the reformer, once said,
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“The words ‘for us’ ought to be written on the
hearts of every Christian.”
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Why did he say this?

fit Fg {1 2 X VFIE 2

Because these words tell us of the Savior Who
longs to befriend us.
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They tell us of a Savior Who longs for intimacy
with us.
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The reason you can love Jesus with all your
heart,
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the reason you can develop intimacy with Him
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it is because you can truly trust Him.
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You can trust Him because of Who He is—God
of very God Who came from Heaven in human
body.
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You can trust Him because of what He has
done for you.
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Many scientists tell us that our children acquire
many habits and traits from their parents.
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We often hear the phrase, “He is just like his
father,”
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or, “She is just like her mother.”
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A boy often wants to be like his father;
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and the more the boy is acquainted with his
father,
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the more the boy talks with his father,
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the more like his father he becomes.
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The reason our testimony to the world is often
ineffective
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is because we claim to know the love of God,
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but we don’t live, walk or talk like our Father;
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and the world will not be impacted by our
words.
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The world will only be impacted by our
reflection of our heavenly Father.

PR WA ERUIE IR BTt R TG »
TR -

When you come to God, you know that He
welcomes you.
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When you come to God, you know that He
assures you of His love.
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When you come to God, you can be sure that
He delights in your presence.
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When you come to God, you know that Jesus is
with you.
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It is my prayer that you would begin to love
God with all of your heart;
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and, then, write to us and tell us.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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