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1. Hello, listening friends.
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2. We are delighted that you have tuned in to this
broadcast.
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3. This is the last in a series of messages on the
Word of God;
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4. and I want to begin by telling you that most
people don’t have patience,
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5. especially with the things that they do not know
or understand.
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6. For example, very few people can persevere in
reading and following instruction manuals.
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7. Take the computer, for example.
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8. It takes a great deal of patience to know how to
operate a computer;

i BAR K I Lo 2 S BRI E Y

9. but, when it comes to our spiritual instruction
manual,
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10. it is vitally important to know how to read and
follow directions.
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11. Many of you have written to us through the
years,
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12. and many of you have asked this question:
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13.  “How do I read the Bible?
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How do I understand the Bible?”
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and, today, I want to answer these questions.
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First, there are six things that you must not do
when you read the Bible.
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Number one
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is what we call “proof-texting.”
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You say, “What is that?”
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This means that you do not take the text out of
its context,
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and that’s what proof-texting is.
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Let me give you an example.
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We read in the Word of God, in 2 Corinthians
12:9,
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where the Word of God said, “My strength
becomes perfect in weakness...”
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so, if you take that text out of its context,
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then, you’ll say to yourself, “Then, this verse
means that I should not deal with my moral
weakness in life.
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After all, the Scripture said that God’s strength
becomes perfect in my weakness...”
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but, in context, the Scripture does not mean that
at all.
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In context, you notice that Paul was suffering

physically.
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He had a physical problem
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and he had prayed to the Lord three times,
saying, “Lord remove this ailment...”
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and the Lord said to Paul, “I’m not going to
remove it...”
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but, instead, God said to Paul, “My strength
will become perfect in the middle of your

physical problem...”
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so, always put the text in its context,
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because, as you see here, the problem had
nothing to do with moral weakness.
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The problem had to do with physical illness
that Paul had no control over.
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The second thing that you must understand is
the figure of speech in the Bible.
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For example,
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Jesus said, “If your eye causes you to stumble,

pluck it out.”
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If you took that literally, what would happen?
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We would have lots of eyeless people;
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but this is a Hebrew way of expressing the
importance and the urgency of fleeing from
temptation,
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so, this verse is telling us, “Don’t allow your
eye to lust after greed and money and people...”
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so, please understand the language of the Bible.
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Understand the symbols of the Scripture.
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The third mistake that you must not make,
when you read the Bible, is this:
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understand the historical and cultural setting of
the Bible.
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For example, just because Elijah was called by

God to confront the wicked King Ahab and the
prophets of Baal,
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and God sent fire from Heaven and licked
everything in sight, including the sacrifice,
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it doesn’t mean that we are all called to stand
up and call for fire from Heaven.
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That was a specific call upon a specific man at
a specific point in history.
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Why?
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Because God wanted to accomplish what He
wanted to accomplish at that particular time.
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The fourth mistake in reading the Bible is that
you do not read into the Bible what you want It
to say.
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I know it’s a temptation for all of us,
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but don’t read into the Bible what you want It
to say.
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Fifth,
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don’t ever think that you are too knowledgeable

to read God’s Word without the guidance of the

Holy Spirit.
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Listen to what the Apostle Paul said to Timothy,
in 2 Timothy 2:7,
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he said, “Reflect on what I am saying, for the
Lord will give you insight into all this.”
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If you try to understand the Word of God
without the power of God’s own Holy Spirit,
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you will end up, either, reading It intellectually

and only understanding It intellectually, or,
twisting It to suit your purpose.
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The sixth mistake that you must watch out for -
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don’t fail to apply the Word of God in your
daily life.
AN ERRE T ARG TE S IR B H AU AR TS
S e
Someone once said,
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“God had hidden every precious thing in such

a way that it is a reward for the diligent, a prize
for the earnest;
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but a disappointment to the slothful soul.”
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The pearl is buried beneath the ocean’s waves.
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The gold is imprisoned in the rocky bosom of
the mountain.
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The gem is found only after you crush the rock
which enclosed it.
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The very soil gives its harvest as a reward for
the laboring farmer,
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and that is why reading God’s Word for five
minutes on the run is not effective;
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but spending time with God is the way to
receive the benefits of His Word.
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Now, I want to give you some practical

examples of how to read the Word of God and
understand It.
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The Bible said that you will literally be

transformed every single day when you read the
Word.
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If you have been stagnant in your Christian life,
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it is because you have not spent time before

God with His Word;
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and there are three questions that you must ask

yourself daily, as you read the Scripture.

FEVESE LRI » R REE B S LT X
=Rl

Question number one,
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what does the Bible say to the original reader?
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Secondly,
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what does the Bible mean by what It says,
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and, thirdly,
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how can this apply to me today?
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First, what does the Bible say to the original
reader?
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Remember that God, the Holy Spirit, had
inspired over 40 writers in a span of 1,500
years,
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and, that is why the Bible is truly miraculous.
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There is not a book on God’s earth written by
different people at different times and, yet, the
message is consistent throughout.
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The Holy Spirit inspired these people to write
to a specific people at a specific time;
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and, therefore, you must ask yourself the
question:
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what did It mean for those people who received
that original writing?
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Moses, for example, was speaking to a group of
people that were very different from the ones
Ezekiel spoke to.
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Moses was speaking to a group of people who
had very little knowledge of God,
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because they were involved in paganism for
400 years;
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but, a thousand years later, Ezekiel, the Prophet,
was speaking to a group of people who knew
the Word of God,
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but they rejected It.
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They twisted It and rationalized It.
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98. They tried to get It to suit them.
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99. Let me give you another example.
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1. Paul wrote many letters.
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2. He wrote to the Colossians and the Corinthians
and the Thessalonians;
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3. but, in each letter that he writes, he is dealing
with a specific problem that had arisen for that
particular church.
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4.  The Holy Spirit of God was working His
purpose out as Paul answered these questions;
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5. and, 2,000 years later, we cannot find a single
problem that the Apostle Paul does not answer.
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6. The second method by which you can read the
Bible is this:
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7. ask yourself the question, “What does the Bible

mean by what It says?”
LREECW 7 ELATHR - AT
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Some people spurn the teaching of Christ
because His teaching does not make sense like
the world makes sense.
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Let me give you some examples.
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The world says, “Kick your enemy in the
teeth...”
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but Jesus said, “Love your enemy. Bless those
who curse you.
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Do good to those who hate you.
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Pray for those who persecute you.”
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The world says,
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“Look out for yourself, because that’s all that
matters...”
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but Jesus said,
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“Whoever tries to save his life will lose it,
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but he who loses his life for My sake and for
the Gospel will save it.”
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Jesus’ teaching does not make sense to the
world,
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but it makes sense to those who love the Lord
Jesus;
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so, always ask yourself, “What did the Bible
mean by what It says?”
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You say, “How can I know this?”
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Well, when you begin your Bible reading,
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ask the Holy Spirit of God to give you insights
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and He will help you.
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Finally, ask yourself, “How can this apply to
me today?”
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If you begin your Bible reading by asking the
Holy Spirit to guide you and give you insight,
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He will.
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As I read the Word of God, I often sense the
Spirit of God saying to me, “This is for you.”
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“This encouragement is for you.”
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“This rebuke is meant for you.”
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“This challenge is for you.”
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“This warning is for you.”
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“This exhortation is meant for you.”
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A well-known teacher said the following about
reading the Bible:
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he said, “The Bible has wrestled with me.
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The Bible has comforted me.
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The Bible has confronted me.
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The Bible has clasped my hands.
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The Bible has warmed my heart.
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The Bible weeps with me and sings with me.
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It whispers to me and It preaches to me.
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It maps out my way and holds up my goings.
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It is the young man’s best companion.
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It is still my morning and evening chaplain.”
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As you spend time with God and feed upon His
Word, He will speak to you.
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He is going to show you.
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He is going to make you grow,
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and, you will move from one point of glory into
another.
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My prayer for you is that you will hunger for
God’s Word more than for food.
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My prayer is that your thirst for the Truth be
quenched as you drink deeply from God’s
message to you.
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My listening friend, until next time,
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with a new series of messages,
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I wish you God’s richest blessing.
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