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Hello, listening friends.
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We are very glad that you tuned into this
broadcast,
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and we are delighted to bring you a new series
of messages from the Book of Jonah;

WS RIFG » EW G IR— DR R -
MR E A M RETFH

and we are calling this series of messages,
“Biblical Compassion.”
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Compassion is a very popular subject in the
West.
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Compassion is a noble virtue.
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Indeed, Jesus Christ was filled with compassion
for the world.
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The problem is with the misuse of the word
“compassion.”
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With that misuse, the definition of compassion
gets muddled,
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and compassion ends up meaning nothing but
sentimentality.
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Sentimentality kills the truth.
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Sentimentality blurs evil and makes it seem
acceptable.
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Sentimentality covers up sin with the dress of
tolerance.
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Sentimentality is being used to decide what is
wrong and what is right;
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and when you do that, sooner or later,
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God and His Word will be replaced by what
society calls right or wrong.
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God’s absolutes will take the backseat to man’s
definitions.
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God’s commandments and injunction’s will
give way to man’s humanistic arbitration;
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and that is why I have started this series of
broadcasts to explain biblical compassion.
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in order to distinguish it from humanistic
compassion.
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Biblical compassion is rooted in God, Himself.
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Biblical compassion has its origin in the
compassion of the God of the Bible.
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Biblical compassion is found in the Word of
God.
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Biblical compassion is far removed from
humanistic sentimentality.
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Human compassion reminds me of a story told
about some military recruits.
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This group of new recruits was sitting down
while the Sergeant was standing up and talking
to them.
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The Sergeant said to the new recruits,
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“Those of you who are stupid, stand up.”
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At first, no one did;
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then, the biggest and the strongest among the
recruits stood up.

THIE - e b e KRR R — (LG 1Rk

The Sergeant was surprised he looked at him
and said,
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“So, you think that you are stupid?”

"R RN E C RGN 27
The young recruit replied,
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“No, sir. Ijust hate to see you standing all by
yourself.”
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Now, that is sentimentality, not compassion.
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The Book of Jonah is a book of compassion.
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The Book of Jonah is a book that reveals to us
the compassionate heart of God.
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The Book of Jonah is a book about God’s
compassion from beginning to end,
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although that theme does not get spelled out
until the end of the book.
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The Book of Jonah shows us clearly that our
God is far from being a sentimental God;
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but, rather, God is at the heart and inside the
very essence of true compassion.

A2 AR At — LSRR 1 TR R 2
o
While the theme of compassion in the Book of

Jonah does not get spelled out until the end of
the book;
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yet, God’s compassion is actually the very heart
of the book.
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Someone once said that there are only two
types of believers:
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there are those who are traveling with the will
of God,
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and those who are traveling against the will of
God.
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There is no third type of believer.
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If you are a believer and you think that you can
be neutral,
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you are fooling yourself and are in terrible
danger.
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The question I want to pose to you this day is
this:
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Are you traveling with the will of God,
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or, are you traveling against the will of God?
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If you are indifferent,
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if you are neutral,
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make no mistake about it. You are traveling
against the will of God.
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We have every conceivable force working on
us to help us travel against the will of God.
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We live in a time when it is much easier to

travel against the will of God, than with the will
of God in our lives.
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It is far more tempting and enticing to travel

against the will of God, than with the will of
God.
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It is much easier for us to fool ourselves and

travel against the will of God, than with the will
of God.
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It is far more acceptable to rationalize traveling

against the will of God, than with the will of
God.
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My listening friend, let me ask you a question.
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Which way are you traveling?
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In your moral life, are you traveling with the
will of God, or, against the will of God?
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In your marriage, are you traveling with the
will of God, or, against the will of God?
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In your relationships, are you traveling with the
will of God, or, against the will of God?
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In your money and your possessions, are you
traveling with the will of God, or, against the
will of God?
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Have you sufficiently fooled yourself to the
point of convincing yourself that you are
traveling with the will of God while, in reality,
you are not?
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Have you deceived yourself sufficiently to the
point of blurring the fact that you are traveling
against the will of God?
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My listening friends, I want you to take notes
throughout this series of broadcasts.
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Why am I asking you to do that?

Hitt 20 2

Because, the God of Jonah is our God.
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Just as God patiently dealt with Jonah, He will
deal with us.
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It may take a year.
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It may take ten years.
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It may take 20 years;
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but God will deal with us in the same way that
He had dealt with His servant, Jonah.
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Let’s look at the Book of Jonah, Chapter 1,
verses 1 to 3.
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Let’s read it together.
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Jonah was privileged beyond measure.
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You say, "Why?"
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Because the Word of God came to him;
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but that’s not any more of a privilege than you
and I have!
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We have the Word of God.
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It comes to us.
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It is with us.
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We read It and hear It preached and taught.
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You are hearing It right now.
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We read It in books.
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We are surrounded by It;
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but the question is this:
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What are you doing with It?
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Do you internalize 1t?
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Many believers are running around, trying to
discern the will of God for their lives.
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The Bible says clearly that the will of God is
your sanctification.
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What does that mean?
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When you walk closely with God, you will
discern His will for your life.
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When you are spending time in prayer and in
the Word of God, you will discern His will for
your life.
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98. The Bible said the secrets of the Lord are with
those who fear Him.
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99. Who are those who fear the Lord?
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1. They are those who are constantly seeking His
counsel.
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2. Those who fear Him are those who are
constantly seeking His mind.
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3. Those who fear Him are those who are
constantly walking with Him.
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4. What about Jonah?
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5. Let’s look back at the Scripture.
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6. Jonah 1:1
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7.  "The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of
Amittai..."
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8. What was Jonah supposed to do?
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9. He was supposed to go to Nineveh to preach.
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10. What did Jonah do?
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11. He ran away.
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12. Now, some of you might be feeling sorry for
Jonah.
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13. Some of you might say, “Well, he might not
have recognized the voice of the Lord.”
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14. Well, let me correct your theory right now.
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In the Book of II Kings, Chapter 14, verses 23
to 27,
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God already spoke to Jonah once before.
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Listen to that Scripture reading right now.
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II Kings 14, beginning at verse 23:
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So, Jonah was familiar with the voice of the
Lord.
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What is the difference, then, between these two
times that Jonah heard God’s voice?
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Listen carefully
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Jonah liked what he heard the first time,
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and that is why Jonah was very willing to listen.
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Now, for those of you who are believers,
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have you noticed how, when the Lord speaks to

you or leads you in the way you’d like to go,
you are all excited?
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You are happy to do His will.
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In II Kings 14,
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God gave Jonah the privilege of announcing the
great blessing for the people of Israel.
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A great blessing was coming from the hand of
God, even though the people did not deserve it.
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In fact, the people deserved nothing but
judgment;
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but God told Jonah that He was going to bless
the people even more.
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Oh, can you imagine what the people probably
thought?
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“Oh, that is great. We are God’s favorites.
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He will bless us, no matter what we do!
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He will prosper us, even if we are in
disobedience.
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He will wink at our sin, because He loves us.”
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Even today, people still think those kinds of
things.
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Millions of people say that they believe in God.
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Millions of people believe that God loves them,
regardless of how they live.
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In fact, most people want God’s grace without
repentance.
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Most people want God’s favor without
obedience.
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Most people want God’s blessings without
surrendering to Him,
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even among believers.
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People want to hear all about the promises of
God and the blessings of God,
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and they have all day long to listen;
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but tell them that they are in disobedience with
their money,
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tell them that they are disobedient with their
time,
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tell them that they are in disobedient with their
use of their gifts,
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tell them that they are disobedient by flirting
with sin,
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then, no one wants to hear it!
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Everyone wants that kind of message to go
away.
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Everyone suddenly is very busy and has
important things to do, other than listen to the
voice of God.
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Jonah was no different.
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It is my prayer that everyone who is hearing my
voice right now
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will say to the Lord,
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“Lord, help me to hear Your voice.
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“Lord, help me to obey Your voice...”
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and I want you to tune in next time, when we
will look in more detail about how to hear and
obey the voice of God.

I B N H - IRAENSARSENIT » Hedl T2
GrART Y DL DA R MG A AP 7 o

Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
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