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1. Hello, listening friends.
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2. Itis a delight for us to bring you this broadcast
on a regular basis.
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3. If you are joining us for the first time,
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4. we have just started a series of broadcasts
called, "Biblical Compassion."
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5. We are studying the Book of Jonah.
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6. Last time, we've learned that we could not find
a clearer example about the love of God in the
Old Testament than in the Book of Jonah.
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7. Let me summarize what we have said in the
past.
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8. Jonah disobeyed the Lord and was trying to run
away on a boat.
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9. A ferocious storm blew up.
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10. The sailors knew the storm was unnatural.
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11. The pagan sailors were trying desperately to
escape.
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12. The problem was Jonah, who put himself ahead

and above the Word of God;
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then, we began to look at the first irony in the
story that is found in verse 6 of Chapter 1.
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There, we see Jonah when the pagan Captain
wakes him up.
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When [ left you the last time, I promised to tell
you what happened next.
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I want you to listen to the Scripture, as we read
from Jonah, Chapter 1, verses 7 to 9.
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I try to imagine Jonah when the captain wake

him up
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Imagine when Jonah came up on deck and all

of the sailors began to yell at him,
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“Who are you?”
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“Who is your god?”
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“Where are you going?...”
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and Jonah, then, replies with honesty,
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“Well, my name is Jonah
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and I'm running away from God.”
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Can you imagine what those sailors might have
said next?
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“Well, which god are you talking about,
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because we carry lots of gods as cargo?
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We just brought five statues of Baal from
Lebanon,
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and we have taken several Asherahs and
Ashtoreths to Gaza.
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Which one are you talking about?...”
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then, all of a sudden, just for a moment, Jonah
becomes spiritually sober, and he said to them,
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“No, no, no. You don’t understand.
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The God I worship is the God of the universe.
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The God I worship is the God who made the
sun and the stars and the moon.
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The God I worship is the God who made the
land and the sea.
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The God I worship is the God who sees all
things.
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The God I worship is the God of power and
might...”
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and you can imagine how their jaws must have
dropped;
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and their eyes got as big as saucers,
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and they looked at him and said,
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“You have got a battle on your hands, Jonah!
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How can you run away from this kind of

God?”..
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and, in verse 10, you're going to find the
second irony.
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Let’s read verse 10
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The pagan sailors were terrified of Jonah’s
God.
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The sailors feared God, more than Jonah did.
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The pagans knew the God of the Old
Testament Hebrews by reputation.
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They've all heard the stories of how the God of
the Hebrews did mighty things for His people;
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that He was the God who sent plagues to

Pharaoh;
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that He was the God who parted the Red Sea;
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that He was the God who closed the Red Sea,

and drowned Pharaoh’s army;
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that He was the God who provided them with
the manna in the wilderness.
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They knew that the God of the Hebrews was
the One who made the walls of Jericho crumble.
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They knew that Yahweh was known for being
a loving and faithful God;
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but they only knew Yahweh by reputation;
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but, now, they come face to face with one of
His apathetic followers.
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My listening friends, I want you to listen very,
very carefully, if you are a believer.
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In some situations, you are the only person

who represents Jesus Christ in your
environment;
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and, the way you act, and the way you behave,

is going to reveal to them what kind of God you
worship;
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and these sailors responded, as if to say to
themselves,
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“Who would want to run away from such a
God?
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Who would want to disobey such a God?”
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In fact, they even ask Jonah, in verse 11,
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"What should we do to you to make the sea
calm down for us?"
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Jonah’s counsel to the pagan sailors was far
more desperate than you can imagine.
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He did not say, “Turn the boat around!”
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He did not say, “Take me back to Nineveh and
the storm will be over.”
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He did not say, “I need to repent and obey the
Lord and the storm will be over.”
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No. Let’s look at what he said, in verse 12 of
Chapter 1.
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My listening friends, please listen carefully.
PEEZRIFAR » 16 (T i -

Here’s what Jonah was basically saying in
verse 12:
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"I would rather die than do the Lord’s will in

my life.
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I would rather die than obey."
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That's what verse 12 is all about.
TE 12 5ARH » AZELEX N ER -

Do you know that some believers are so
stubborn that they actually would rather die
than do the will of God in their lives.
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Some of you might be asking right now,
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"Can a believer really become so hardened that
he or she prefers death to obeying and doing
what God wants them to do?"
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I wish I could say “No” to that question;
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but, unfortunately, the answer is “Yes.”
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Sin can deceive to the point of death.
FRE A L — P N E T A0 -

In 1955,
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there was a well-known church leader who was
the first Bishop to lead a major denomination
into unbelief.
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He was the first modern Bishop to openly
doubt the virgin birth and biblical revelation;
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and, at the end of his life,
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he became an alcoholic
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and he had three marriages.
fheg i = g -

One son attempted suicide;
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and, then, the former Bishop drifted into the
occult.

ESIVATIEEE G SN S e I
He eventually claimed that he made contact
with his dead son through a medium.
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Finally, he died alone on the Judean hills in
1969.
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It is said that he died while he was writing
another heretical book.
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This Bishop’s story is tragic, not only for
himself,
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but, also, to his family and the church that he
misled;
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but that is what sin does.
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Give sin enough time,
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enough opportunity,
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and enough fuel,
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98. and it will devastate you.
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99. My listening friends, this is very important.
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1. Disregard for the Word of God and the will of
God in your life has its consequences.
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2. The third irony is in verses 14 to 16.
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3. Let's listen to the Word of God.
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4. The pagan sailors cried to the Lord.
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5. Someone said the following,
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6. “Non-believers never look better than when
they are compared with some believers.”
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7.  Certainly, that is true in Jonah’s case.
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8. Jesus’ own people cried out for His blood;
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9. while the pagan, Pontius Pilate, was reluctant to
kill Jesus and was trying to stop the crucifixion.
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10. Why?
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Because the pagan saw that Jesus was a
righteous man.
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Throughout history, we see incidents where
God’s people are more blind than unbelievers.
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Jonah was running to the ends of the earth.
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Why?
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Jonah wanted to avoid seeing heathens being
converted to God and receiving His blessings;
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and what does Jonah get on the ship?
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He sees heathens converted on the boat right
there with him!
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How can God speak to us more clearly?
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Because God loves His own, He loves them to
the end and He will always love them;
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and that is why He calls them again and again;
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but, when the believer continues in
disobedience, God might take your body, so
that your soul might be saved.

HE > BUERE— B R PiH - ttF 2=
FEVRHY B AR » S LEIRAY R B AT DU -

God might be warning someone who is
listening right now.
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Maybe, this is a final warning to someone who
is listening right now.
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I do not know.
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It is between you and God,;
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and that is why God welcomes repentant
believers with open arms when they repent.
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There is an old hymn that was written by a
young man who was 23 years old.
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The song is titled, “Come Thou Fount of Every
Blessing.”
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The third verse contains the phrase,
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"Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave
the God I love...”
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This was a prophetic song,
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because the young man, after writing this

hymn, wandered as far away from God as
anyone can;
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but, one day, he was riding in a coach.
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A woman sitting across from him began
humming this hymn.
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She noticed that he was being affected by the
humming of the song.
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She did not know who he was;
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s0, she engaged him in conversation and began
to talk with him about the Lord.
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She began to talk to him about the love of God
and the forgiveness of God.
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The man was overcome with emotion.
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As he wept and sobbed, he said to her,
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“Madame, I am the poor wretched man who
wrote that hymn many years ago.
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I would give a thousand worlds, if I had them,
to enjoy the joy and the peace that I had back
then.”
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This lady used the songwriter’s own words to
bring him back to the Lord.
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We are all prone to wander.
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We are all prone to deception.
BATE R VEVEA LAY A -

Self-deception is the worst of all,
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and that is why we need each other,
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to hold each other up from the clutches of sin
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and the devastation of sin.
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Perhaps, there is someone who’s listening
today who’s been living in sin and disobedience.
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God is calling you back.
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Will you say, “Yes, Lord Jesus.
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I repent of my sins.
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I receive Your forgiveness.
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Help me never to wander away from Your fold
again.
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Thank You for answering my prayers, Lord
Jesus.
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Amen."
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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