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1. Hello, listening friends.
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2. We welcome you, once again, to this broadcast.
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3. If you are joining us for the first time,
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4. we are in the midst of a series of messages on
biblical compassion,
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5. and we are looking at the Book of Jonah as a
model of God’s compassion.
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6. In our last broadcast, I promised you that we
would look at four major characteristics of
Jonah’s prayer in his place of disobedience.
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7. Let me repeat them for you.
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8.  First,
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9. it was a probing prayer.
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10. Secondly,
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11. it was a penitent prayer.
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12. Thirdly,

13. it was a praising prayer.
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14. Fourthly,
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15. it was a prayer of promise.
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First,
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Jonah began with an honest probing.
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Chapter 2, verses 2 to 6.
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Let us read it together.
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This is a first step.
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You cannot make that second step until you
take the first.
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The first step is to be honest and probing in
your life.
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That is why the Scripture says, over and over
again, “Examine yourself.”
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You have to be honest in probing for the
reasons why you are where you are.
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This is very important,
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not only for the sake of understanding this
passage,
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but, also, for proper understanding of all of the
Old Testament.
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In Old Testament language, when they said,

“God did it,”
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it is not the way we mean today in modern
language terms of blaming God.
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In the Old Testament, they believed that God is
so sovereign and in total control
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that, even the consequences of our disobedience
is God’s doing.
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They refer to those consequences of
disobedience in that way as the "will of God."
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Let me give you an example from I Samuel
16:14.
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The Bible said
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that “an evil spirit from the Lord came upon
Saul.”
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Did God send down an evil spirit?
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No.
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Every one of us has a spirit inside of us.
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If you do not have the Holy Spirit inside of you,
then, you have an evil spirit inside of you.
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You have one of the two;
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and the people of God understood that
whenever you grieve the Holy Spirit,
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whenever you quench the Holy Spirit,
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automatically, the evil spirit takes Its place.
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Listen to what Jesus said,
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“...if an evil spirit leaves and if the house is not
filled with the Holy Spirit,
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that evil spirit will come back with seven others
stronger than the first.”
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Saul’s decision to do things his own way
caused the Spirit of the Lord to depart.
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Jonah was honestly praying,
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"God, I’ve got the consequences I deserved.
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Lord, I know my sins brought me here.
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Lord, I know it is my disobedience that you are
dealing with...”
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but notice something else very important.
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Jonah did not try to explain or excuse his
misery.
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Jonah did not say, “The circumstances got me
here.”
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Jonah did not say, "The sailors threw me out.”
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Jonah did not say, “If I stay strong and wait
long enough, things are going to get better.”
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No. Jonah is done with technicalities and
rationalizations and explanations.
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Jonah is in desperate condition and, yet, his
prayer was not only an honest probing;
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but, secondly,
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it was a penitent prayer.
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Look again at the Scripture of Jonah 2:7-8.
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"When my life was ebbing away, I remembered
You, LORD, and my prayer rose to You, to
Your holy temple.
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Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the
grace that could be theirs."
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Penitence is a word that means "showing
genuine sorrow for and repentance from sin."
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This is a higher level than just acknowledging
that his disobedience brought him here.
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Why is this important?
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The first step is necessary;
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but it is useless without the second step.
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My listening friends, please listen carefully.
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Because it is possible to be honest about your
situation and acknowledge your own
disobedience,
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and, yet, be unrepentant of it.
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Jonah not only acknowledged his disobedience,
but he also repented.
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How?
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We see this in two ways.
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In Verse 8 is one of the great verses in the Book
of Jonah.
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"Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the
grace that could be theirs."
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An idol is anything and anyone who takes
God’s rightful place;
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and Jonah is saying that, whenever a believer
focuses on something else,
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or someone else, other than God,

oiaE > B AT A bL e vE B AT i o

they place themselves out of the mercy of God.
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At that point, it does not mean that God is less
merciful.
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No;
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but the believer turns his back on God’s mercy
by having an idol in his life.
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Also, Jonah’s prayer was a penitent prayer
because Jonah did not ask God for anything.
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Had Jonah asked God for something, we would
have suspected an ulterior motive.
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Jonah was genuinely sorry for his disobedience;
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so, Jonah’s prayer is a probing prayer.
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Jonah’s prayer is a penitent prayer;
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and, thirdly,
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Jonah’s prayer was a praising prayer.
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Jonah’s prayer was a prayer of thanksgiving.
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Why praise and thanksgiving in the midst of
sheer misery?
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Well, if you are looking for a physical reason
for praise, you will not find it;
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but, if you are looking for spiritual reasons for
thanksgiving and praise, then, you will find
plenty.
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Let’s look at verse 9.
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"But I, with a song of thanksgiving, will
sacrifice to you...."
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Jonah was thankful for his salvation through the
grace of God.
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Jonah was thankful for being able to call upon
the name of the Lord.
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Jonah had no idea that he was going to be saved
physically.
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I want you to listen very carefully because this
is important.
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Jonah had no idea that he was going to be
physically delivered;
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but, when he thanked God for Go
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that was the beginning of his physical
deliverance.
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It is when your focus is on the praising of God
for His salvation,
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it is when your focus is the thanksgiving to God
for His grace,
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it is when your focus is for the gift of eternal
life
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it is at that point when your physical
deliverance will be added.
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Not only is this is a prayer of honest probing,
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not only is this a prayer of genuine penitence,
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not only is this a prayer of true praise and
thanksgiving,
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but, fourthly, this is a prayer of promise.
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of Chapter 2.
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"I ... will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed I

will make good. Salvation comes from the
LORD."
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You may ask the question,
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"How 1s Jonah going to offer sacrifices in the
belly of the great fish?"
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He is saying that “...in the future, I will not
approach You as I did before.
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I will not approach You as a person who feels
that he has special privilege;
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but I will approach you as a sinner who is
asking for forgiveness.”
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My friend, if you come to God in your most
desperate situation, saying something like this,
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“Lord, I did this and this and this for You.
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I gave You this and this and this.
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I deserve this and this and this....”
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if you pray like that, you will never make
yourself right with God.
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If you approach God on your own merits, you
are a lost cause;
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but, if you come to Him, acknowledging that
you deserve nothing,
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if you promise to serve Him and be faithful to
Him until your life’s end,
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then, He will deliver you;
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and He will bring you into the deep experience

of His grace that you have never understood
before.
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My listening friend, listen carefully as I
conclude this message.
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The Psalmist said
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that a broken and contrite heart, God will not
despise;
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so, when you come to Him in brokenness and
humility,
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He will never reject you.
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It is your obedience that He is waiting for.
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It is your surrender that He is waiting for.
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Will you do that,
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as we pray,
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"Lord Jesus Christ,
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I surrender my life to You.
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I repent of my sins.
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I have nothing to boast about.
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I desperately need Your forgiveness.
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I need Your strength;
KIRGH S &

so that I can walk faithfully with You.
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In the name of Jesus.
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Amen."
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Until next time, I wish you God's richest
blessing.
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