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Hello, listening friends.
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Thank you for tuning in to this broadcast.
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It is our privilege to bring this broadcast to you
every week.
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If you are joining our broadcast for the first
time,
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we are nearing the end of a series about biblical
compassion.
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We are looking at the Book of Jonah;
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and, in this broadcast, we’ll start looking at
Chapter 3,
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so get your Bible and get ready.
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In the past, we looked at the difference between
sentimentality and true biblical compassion.
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We learned that, to have biblical compassion,

you must listen to the Word of God and do
whatever God tells you to do in His Word.
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Do you know what the most difficult task for a
believer is?
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No, it is not prayer.
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No, it is not praise.
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No, it is not going to church.
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No, it is not even living a godly life!
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The most difficult part of a believer’s life is to
be an authentic witness for Jesus Christ the
Lord.
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Why?
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Because if you are an authentic witness for the
Lord,
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you will be praying for the lost.
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If you are an authentic witness for the Lord,
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you will be praising Him.
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If you are an authentic witness for the Lord,
ERAR R R ILAE -

you will be going to church.
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If you are an authentic witness to the Lord,
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you will be living a godly life;
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so, if you get your authentic witnessing life-

style in order, all of your Christian life will fall
into place.
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In the courts of law,
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an authentic witness on the stand might help
either convict or acquit a person.

— PMERIE NG HBIREE A ER S 26
SR ESE -
In the courts of law,
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if you have more than one authentic witness,
they can definitely decide the fate of a person.
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I want you to understand this so well that you
can feel it.
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Everything around us is depriving us of having
spiritual eyes.
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Everything around us is working to keep us
from living in the realm of the Spirit;
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but, in the spiritual realm,

H2 > WE RS EH

our testimony can save or damn somebody.
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In the courts of Heaven, an authentic witness
can help determine the eternal future of others.
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An authentic witness can make a difference

whether someone else will be in Heaven or in
Hell for an eternity.

— N ELSEHY LA A W] DLRE it A B K T 0
HEATKAE

Do you see the enormity of the task of the
witness;
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but, there is more!
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Being a witness for Jesus Christ
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is the one thing that you do that is nearest and
dearest to the heart of Jesus.
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The salvation of the lost souls
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is the nearest and the dearest ministry to the
heart of Jesus.
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You can fellowship all you want.
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You can educate all you want.
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You can sing to your heart's content.
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You can feed and clothe.
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You can go on retreats and conferences.
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You can go to in-depth Bible studies.
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You can do all of these things;
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but, if you are not involved in witnessing and
making disciples,
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you are not doing the one thing that is dearest
and nearest to the heart of Jesus.
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Because this is the dearest and the nearest to the
heart of Jesus
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that, in every one of the four Gospels, as well
as in the Book of Acts,
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the very last words of Jesus, prior to His
ascension into Heaven were “Be My
Witnesses.”
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You may ask this question:
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"If witnessing is the nearest and the dearest to
the heart of Jesus,
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then, why is it the most difficult thing to do?"
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Listen carefully to the answer:
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because it is the one ministry that Satan hates
the most.
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He hates for you to pray.
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He hates for you to sing.
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He hates for you to live a godly life;
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but the one thing he hates the most
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is when you give a witness to the power of the
Lord,
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is when you give witness to the eternal life that
is given by Jesus Christ.
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Satan hates that.
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Here is a good rule of thumb that you should
keep in mind.
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“What Jesus loves, Satan hates...”
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and that is why witnessing is the one ministry
that Satan will put all of his stops to keep you
from doing.
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It is the one ministry that Satan will do
everything possible to discourage you from
doing,
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and, if you give up the witnessing life-style,
you are delighting Satan.
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Now, I know these are strong words, but they
are the truth from the Scripture.
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Authentic witnesses for Jesus Christ are what
the world is longing for.
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Authentic witnesses for our salvation are what
will bring conviction to sinners to repent.
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Now, what do I mean by an authentic witness?
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As an answer to this question, I will tell you a
true story.
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There was a machinist who worked for an
automobile manufacturer.
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One day, he became a Christian and was
baptized in the name of Jesus.
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This man knew that he could not become an

authentic witness without righting the many
wrongs that he had done in the past.
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My listening friends, this is very important.
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You can proclaim your faith all that you want;
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but, until you have righted the wrong that you
have done in your life,
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you are not an authentic believer in Jesus Christ,
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and the man in this story knew that he had to
right the wrongs that he had done.
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What did this man do in the past?
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For years before he became a Christian,
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he had been stealing parts and tools from his
employer for many years.
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Well, God converted him thoroughly;
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so, after his baptism and profession of faith, he
acted out his public profession of faith.
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He took all the stolen parts and tools to his
employer
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and explained the situation to his employer.
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He told his foreman that he knew that he could
not witness for the Lord until he had done the
right thing.
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He risked being fired in acting out his faith;
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but not only did he return all the stolen goods,
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but he also asked that his employer would
forgive him.
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His foreman did not know what to do.
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The owner of the company was on an overseas
trip, visiting a foreign plant;
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so, they sent the owner a long cable explaining
the situation and asked him for a decision.
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The owner immediately returned a cable with a
decision.
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He said, “Dam up the river, and baptize the
entire city.”
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Now, do you understand what makes an
authentic witness?
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Authentic witnessing must begin with an
authentic change of heart.
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Authentic witnessing must begin with authentic
repentance and authentic change in life.
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Unfortunately, that does not happen very often
these days.
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Some people claim to become Christians while
they’re still unfaithful
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People look at Christians and they do not see
any difference.
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A dishonest businessman has not forsaken his
dishonesty when he becomes a Christian,
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and, sadly, that is how the world sees
Christianity!
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It is no wonder that we aren’t making any
difference in the world.
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When you look at the life of Jonah, you
understand the power of witnessing.
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There are some people who look at the life of
Jonah
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and they focus on the miracle of Jonah’s
survival in the belly of the great fish,
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and that is where they stop!
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They need to move on to Chapter Three.
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Why?
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Because, in reality, there is a far greater miracle
that most Christians ignore.
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That is the miracle that resulted from Jonah’s
preaching.
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I want you to listen very carefully to Jonah,
Chapter 3, verses 1 to 10.
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If the miracle of surviving inside the whale is
great,
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the miracle of the conversion of the Ninevites is
far greater.
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For the Ninevites to be converted
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would be like seeing the greatest criminal you
know becoming a witness for Jesus Christ.
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Archeology tells us that the Ninevites were a
fierce and vicious people.
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Archeologists record that the King of Ninevah
methodically cut off the noses of the people
that they conquered,
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and skinned them alive.
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For the Ninevites to be converted was a miracle
of all miracles.
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Don’t miss this miracle,
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and that is why Jesus said,
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“There is unspeakable joy in Heaven when a
sinner repents.”
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Modern man thinks that he has become more
civilized than our ancestors.
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We think that we are kinder and better people
than the past generation;
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but God sees the same wickedness in our hearts,
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and that is precisely why God wants His
children to be witnesses for Him;
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but, my listening friends, our time has come to
an end.
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Please join us next time, when we look at the
three special things that God always does for
His witness!
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing.
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