(REgRR) BEHX

FHRIIIR - 8
BIBLICAL COMPASSION - 8

SECTION A

HER

1. Hello, listening friends.
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2. We are glad you tuned in.
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3. When we ended our last broadcast,
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4.  we promised that we would look at three things
that God always does for His authentic
witnesses.
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5. For those of you who have just joined us this
time,
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6. we are studying Jonah, Chapter 3, verses 1 to
10.
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7.  What are these three things that God always
does for His authentic witness?
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8.  One:

5 —HlE

9. God always pursues His witness.
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10. Two:
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11. God always empowers His witness.
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12. Three:
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13. God always uses and blesses His faithful
witness.
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14. What do I mean when I say, "God pursues His

witness?"
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Look again at verses 1 and 2 of Chapter 3
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"Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a
second time:
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'Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to
it the message I give you."
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Now, I want you to notice specially the words,
the "second time.”
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Let me ask you this question:
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Does God always pursue us and give us a
second chance?
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Absolutely.
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That is the nature of God.
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That is the character of God.
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God called Abraham to leave his homeland of
Ur and go to the Promised Land;
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but Abraham went on a detour and got lost!
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He found a place that reminded him of home
and there he stayed.
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What does God do?
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God calls him again.
FFRIT A A o

God called Moses to liberate his people.
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Moses took things into his own hands and tried

to do things in his own way and made a mess of
things.
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What does God do?
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Forty years later, He called him again.

P+ 2 J5 » HF T H TG o

The Lord Jesus Christ called Peter to be a
Disciple.
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Jesus warned Peter that he would deny Him
three times.
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Peter said, “Never!”
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What happened?
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Peter denied Jesus three times, and made a
mess of his life;

A =AIAE » b L — R AR

but, after the resurrection, the Lord Jesus called
him yet again.
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That is our God.
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The Lord calls you and me again and again and
again.
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When we ignore His voice,
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we suffer;
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but we come back crying to Him in repentance.
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He not only forgives us, but He renews His call
for us to be His witness yet again.
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Every time we run away — either mentally,
emotionally or physically —
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after we repent,
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God is teaching you and me that, through His
forgiveness of our stubbornness,
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we should understand that He is holding
forgiveness for us.
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We should understand that He is holding
forgiveness for others.

AT E - R ER R E DA -
God holds out forgiveness for your neighbor,
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and your co-worker,
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and your client,
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and your boss
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and all of the people of the world.
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Jonah’s own experience in and out of the belly
of the great fish taught him something
important about the forgiving nature of God.
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Jonah’s own experience was a loud shout
saying,
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“Look at me!
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Forgiveness and restoration are possible with
me,
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even to those who stubbornly disobeyed and
ran away.
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Forgiveness and restoration are possible with
me,
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even to those who take things into their own
hands.”
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God pursues His witnesses.
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Secondly,
£
God also empowers His witnesses.
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If you look at Jonah’s message in Chapter 3,
verse 4,
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you will be amazed by it’s brevity.
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Here is the message:
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"On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He
proclaimed: 'Forty more days and Nineveh will

be overturned."
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It is very brief and to the point;
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but what is the difference whether it is 40 days
or 40 years?
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Without Jesus Christ, a person will be going to
Hell.
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Some of you have been hearing the Gospel

message for many years, but have not
responded to it.
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God is calling you again today.
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Will you respond to His message?
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Brevity is the very point of the message of
witnessing.
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Many of us think that we need a 10-year course
of apologetics before we can witness.
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Many of us think that we need to be eloquent
and articulate to witness.
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I’m not against any of these things;
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but, to be a witness for Jesus Christ, all you
need is an authentic, real, born-again
experience.
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All you need is to know that all of your sins,
past, present and future, are forgiven.
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How?
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Through the acceptance of Christ’s
substitutionary death upon the cross for you.
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Simply put, our witness is this:
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“I was a sinner heading for Hell, but God
changed my direction to Heaven.”
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My listening friends, this is very important.
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When the emphasis is on the technique or
eloquence,
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when the emphasis is on formulas or programs,
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when a person is converted, then, it is these
things that get the glory;
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but, if you stay on your knees and simply get up
and give an account of the hope that is within
you, God gets the glory.
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When God equips His witnesses, God is all that
he or she needs;
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and look at the results of Jonah’s simple
proclamation of the message.
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Verses 5 and 6 of Chapter 3.
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Let’s read them together.

HA T —eode it -



94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

JERTMA Gt - (e SR - MR KHIE]
F/DHTER R (BUE - B2 BRRAE ) -

XEEZ B RMEREA - gk T 1=
B > il AR - B B RRAE o ARTEIRHD o

Not only did people immediately respond,
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but even the pagan, notorious, wicked King
humbled himself before the Lord.
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Imagine this wicked, violent, unrighteous,
atheist, proud and luxurious Ninevite
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is now sitting in sackcloth and ashes before
God.
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Archeologists tell us, in fact, that Ninevah was
a huge city.
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It was a powerful city.

EIE RIS

SECTION B
B

1.

It was an enormously wealthy city.
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It had walls that were 100 feet high.
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Those walls were so wide that 3 chariots could
travel side by side on top of that wall;
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so, we are not talking about some simple people
here.
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They were powerful people;
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but, when God equips and sends you, it doesn’t
matter who you are witnessing to.
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God not only pursues His witness,
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God not only equips His witness,
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but God also uses and blesses His witness.
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God blesses faithful proclamation of His Word.
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It may take time;
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but He always will.
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Why?
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Because He promised to bless the labor of your
hand and the fruit of your proclamation.

B U B 4 5 e LRI
BT -

For a revival to take place anywhere,
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for lives to be truly changed,
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true preaching of the Word of God must
precede it.
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When the Word of God is not preached, people
become both nauseous and numb.
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Why?
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Because half-truths are inoculating people
against the urgency of the true Gospel message.
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No matter how simple the message is, as long
as it 1s the truth, God will bless it.
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Look at the incredible blessings that came upon

the Ninevites as a result of hearing the true
Word of God.
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Do you remember the story in the last broadcast
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about the machinist who repented when Christ
came into his life and he took action.
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He risked being fired.
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He risked being mocked and jeered.
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He risked everything;
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but faith that does not lead to turning away
from specific sin is not the faith of Jesus Christ.
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Finally, I want you to look at verse 8 of Chapter
3
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and see what the Ninevite’s King said,
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"But let man and beast be covered with
sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God.
Let them give up their evil ways and their
violence."
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My listening friends, please listen very
carefully as I conclude.
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If your sin is self-indulgence,

IR TR FE -

if your sin is pride,
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if your sin is disobeying God with your
substance,
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if your sin is selfishness,
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if your sin is lack of love for others,
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if your sin is materialism,
MRIFAEENE -

if your sin is laziness,
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if your sin is unforgiveness,
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if your sin is gossip,
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whatever it may be, give it up and repent of it,
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not in vague terms, but in practical terms;
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and, then, watch how God will use your witness.
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Watch how God will bless you and bless those
around you;
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and I pray that God will bless you,
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and we leave you with the blessings of God.
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