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1. Hello, our listening friends.
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2. We are very pleased that you have tuned in
today.
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3. Today, many people live their lives in anxiety
and fear.
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4. They are constantly thinking about the
worries that each new day will bring.
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5. We live a life filled with tension and stress;
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6. and, when something goes wrong, we say,
“Why did God do this?
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7. Why is God silent when I need Him the

most?”’
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8. It is difficult for all of us to be able to rest in
God
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9. and to be assured that God does not leave
anything to chance,
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10. because God does not allow any of the details
in your life to fall through the cracks.

R AN 2 g B R A TG HH R Al — 4
o AU Z e

11. God uses great things, as well as small things,
to accomplish His purpose in your life;
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but the challenge for us is to trust Him,
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because you can be sure that, even when God
1s silent,
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He is using difficult circumstances to work
together for good to them who love Him,
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because He is the God of circumstances.

A R fllE A AR o

In Acts, Chapter 23,
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we find the Apostle Paul in a Roman prison
in Jerusalem.
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Do you think Paul was thinking that God had
forsaken him?
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Do you think he was discouraged?
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Do you think Paul was wondering why God
is silent?
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The Bible tells us that, from the moment Paul
was arrested, in Acts, Chapter 21,
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he was never a free man again;
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and that’s about a period of five years;
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but God did not condemn the Apostle Paul
for his thought of discouragement.
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Instead, the Lord came to encourage him;
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and those five years became the most
productive, influential five years of Paul’s
life,
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because 2,000 years later, we are blessed by
those Epistles that were written in the prison.
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Turn with me, please, if you have your Bible,
to Acts 23, verse 11.
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The Lord personally came to Paul and said,
“Take courage, Paul,
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for as you have testified about Me in
Jerusalem,
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so you must bear witness in Rome.”
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My listening friend, I want to tell you
something of uttermost importance.
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There are times in our lives when we are
tempted to misunderstand the silence of God.
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There are days when we confuse the silence
of God for lack of caring on His part.
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There are circumstances in life when we
question the nearness of God to us.
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While in reality, Acts 23:11 should teach us
an important lesson...
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that God is never closer to His children than
when they cannot see Him.
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How do we know that?
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Because His Word tells us so.
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When Abraham was about to give up on the
promise of God,
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God came to him and said, “Don’t be afraid.”
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God’s Word tells us that, when Paul was
discouraged in the prison,
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God came and said to him, “Take courage,
Paul.”

et EE o HERAE OO > fR
[nan} 9

& ]

My listening friend, I want to tell you
something that you must never forget.
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This promise of God to Paul is also for you.
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If you’re going through a hard time,
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if you are experiencing darkness in your life,
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if you are tempted to give up on God,
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if you are wondering whether God has
forgotten you,

MPNRERER » HENAEELTIC TR
God’s words to Paul are meant to be for you.
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His encouragement to Paul is His
encouragement to you.
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His promise to Paul is His promise to you.
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His nearness to Paul is an evidence of His
nearness to you.
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When God is silent, He is working for you.
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He is letting things work out for your good
and for His glory.
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Secondly, when God is silent,
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He is even using the small things to
accomplish His purpose and to protect you.
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When Paul was put in that Roman prison,
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there were a group of men in the city known
as the “zealots”,
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and they were determined to take the law into
their own hands.
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They wanted to kill the Apostle Paul.
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Forty of them wanted to kill one man.
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They took an oath that they would not eat,
they would not drink, they will not rest, until
Paul is killed.
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The zealots worked in secret.
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They often disguised themselves and they
never operated in the open;
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so they hatched this plot in secret to kill Paul.
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Oh, but the all knowing God was watching
the plot.
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He was hearing what was going on;
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but He did not intervene supernaturally.
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Do you think God could not swing His sword
and kill all of them?
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Sure He could have;
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but He didn’t.
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He could have intervened supernaturally, but
He didn’t;
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but God allowed Paul’s nephew to hear the
plot and get the word to Paul;

A o FHLER B R INEEIT BX BH T > HA%
AT

and Paul sends him to the Roman captain
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and the plot was foiled.
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There is no telling how many times a day
Satan uses people to cause us havoc in our
lives.
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There is no telling how many times a day

Satan conspires to destroy the faithful
servants of God.
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There is no telling how many times a day our
very lives are threatened.

ITYERNE » Bl I an g KB % /D Uit
T e

There is no telling how many traps of
temptation are set before us.
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Only the watchful eye of our heavenly Father
knows;
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but the sovereign mercy of God foiled
Satan’s plot again and again,
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and the problem is that we just take it all for
granted;
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but listen to me, my listening friend.
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When you put on your spiritual eyes,
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you will recognize that there is an invisible
war taking place
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and there is an army of demons plotting to
destroy you.
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They conspire to get you to fall into
temptation;
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but, when you cry to your heavenly Father,
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He sends a mightier army of angels.
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He sends someone to foil Satan’s conspiracy
against you;

12 R A SRR B LA H

and that happens time after time after time.
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Why does God protect us?
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So that He may give you another day to serve
Him,
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so that He may give us one more day to
glorify His name,
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so that He may give you one more day to be
faithful in serving Him.
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That is why I become so concerned when I
see a person continuing to live for self,
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when I see a person who ignores the voice of
God,
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when I see a person disregard God’s mercy,
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because Paul said, if that attitude continues,
BT WERIR— B RE AT
1

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

God will take you home so that He may save
your soul.
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My listening friend, please listen to me.
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It all depends on whose hands we place our
lives in.
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A handful of dust is worthless in our hands;
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but, in God’s hands, the dust formed Adam.
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A slingshot and five stones in our hands
would be worth very little;
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but, in David’s hand, God brought victory to
a nation.
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A staff in your hand might be worth a few
dollars;
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but, in Moses’ hand, it parted the Red Sea;
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and, so, here, we see Paul’s nephew, who was
unnamed,
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but, in God’s hand, he saves the Apostle Paul.
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When God is silent, He is using even the
small things.
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Thirdly, you can trust God because He is the
God of circumstances.
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As you are listening to us by radio,
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you may be thinking that your circumstances
are working against you;
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and you are feeling that, if circumstances
were different in your life,
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you could have done something great for God.
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You could have triumphed over the
difficulties that you are facing right now;
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but let me tell you something very important.
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If you are a faithful, obedient child of God,
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your circumstances do not operate
independently of God.
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God is in control of your circumstances.
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God is the Master of your circumstances.
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Even when you know that you did some
things to get yourself where you are,
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God’s still the God of circumstances,
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and He uses your circumstances.
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He is using them right now to weave His

purpose in your life.
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J oseph was sold into slavery by his brothers;
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and you say, “Why did God do that to an
innocent man?”
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God didn’t do it, but He did permit it.
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God was using the circumstances in Joseph’s
life
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to make Joseph the second most powerful
man in the world
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so that he may save a nation,
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so that the Messiah may be born out of that
nation,
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so that you and I may be saved today.
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To the world, these were insignificant
circumstances,
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but not to God.
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Things may be happening in your life that
don’t make sense;
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but they make sense to God.
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I cannot tell you what God is doing in your
circumstances,
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but I know that God is doing something in
your circumstances;
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and, if you seem to be in darkness, like Paul
was,
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God is leading you.
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If you are discouraged, like Paul was in that
prison,
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God is weaving His plan in your life.
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If your circumstances appear to be puzzling,
like that of Joseph,
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God is putting the pieces of the puzzle
together.

HSC > IEAE—SRE R EX iR iR A -
Even if you are disappointed and angry with
God,
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I know that He took all of that upon Himself
on the cross.
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The question is this:
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have you surrendered your life to Jesus Christ?
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If you are living your life your way,
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don’t expect God to weave the circumstances
into a beautiful tapestry.
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He only does that with His children;
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but, today, you can come to the Lord and ask
to be His child.
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You can say to Him,
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“Lord, I have been living my life my way for
far too long.
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Today, I surrender to You.
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Help me make sense of my circumstances,
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because I know that you are the God of the
circumstances;
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and I pray this in Your name, Jesus.
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Amen.”
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Now, after you have prayed this prayer with
us,
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it is our request, and our desire is, that you
would write to us and you’d tell us.
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There are many people who are praying for
you on a regular basis around the world
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and they get very encouraged when they get
news and letters from you;
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so I look forward to getting your letters.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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