(REgRR) BEHX

FZHME -11

LOOKING UP -11

SECTION A
F#8

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Hello, listening friends.
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We are delighted that you tuned in to this
broadcast.
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We are coming toward the end of the series
of messages entitled, “Looking Up”... when
life knocks you down,
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and I want to begin by asking you a question.
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Have you ever had a dream to do something
great
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and, then, obstacles came your way,
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or, difficulties arose in your life,
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or, circumstances were just not favorable;
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and, then, you gave up the dream?
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Perhaps, you had a vision for your life,
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and you were on top of the world with that
vision.
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You wanted to accomplish the vision,
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and, then, somebody discouraged you.
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Somebody told you that it is impossible.
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Well, I want you to listen carefully today,
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because this message can be used of God to
renew His vision for your life.
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This message can be used of God to rekindle
your passion for Jesus Christ.
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This message can be used of God to
encourage you to overcome human tendency.
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It will encourage you to overcome natural
inadequacies.

BIIR 2 T IRIRA M AR £ o

It will encourage you to overcome
surmounting circumstances;
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but what do I mean by a “vision” or a
“dream?”
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I don’t mean the selfish-ambition type of
vision or dream.
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I am talking about a God-given dream,
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a God-given vision for your life.
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I am talking about doing something that
would be impossible without God.
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That’s the kind of dream I'm talking about.
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In Acts, Chapter 9,
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when the Apostle Paul encountered the
resurrected Jesus Christ on the road to
Damascus,
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the Lord Jesus said to him
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that he is not only persecuting the church of
Jesus Christ,
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but he was persecuting Christ, Himself;
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and, then, Jesus said to him,
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“I want you to get up and go to the city of
Damascus,
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and, there, you’ll meet a man by the name of
‘Ananias.’”
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Meanwhile, the Lord Jesus Christ spoke to
Ananias and he said to him,
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“I want you to go and see Paul,” or Saul of
Tarsus, as he was known then.
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Ananias’ heartbeat was racing out of fear
because of Paul’s reputation.
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He said, “This man is known to be killing
Christians...”
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and here’s what the Lord Jesus Christ said to
Ananias in Acts 9:15 --
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I want you to listen very carefully, because
here is the dream that God had for Paul

BAEMIEE HEXE » FXEMan it
PHFER o
and he told it to Ananias --
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Here it is:
BT -
“Go! For he is a chosen instrument of Mine

to carry My name before the Gentiles and to
kings and to the sons of Israel...”
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and here it is, in one verse, the Lord Jesus
Christ spelled out His vision for the Apostle
Paul.
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What was it?
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That he would testify to the name of Jesus
before kings and rulers,
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that he would testify before people in power,
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and to the Gentiles and to the sons of Israel.
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Before Paul was born, God had a vision for
his life.
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Before the earth was created, God had a
vision for Paul’s life.
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The same is true for you, if you are a child of
God.
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If Jesus Christ is the Savior of your life,
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then, God has a vision for your life also --
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not just a vision to redeem you,
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not just a vision to save you,
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but a vision to use you.
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There is a message, here, for every one of
you who are listening to us right now.
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If you are running around saying, “God
cannot use me.
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I can’t do anything for God.
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I am not gifted.
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There’s nothing that I can accomplish for
God...”
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then, my friend, you are making a mockery
of God’s plan for your life.
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You are making a mockery of God’s call
upon your life.
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Parents often have a vision for their children;
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but the best of our visions for our children
cannot be compared with God’s vision for
His children.
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God’s vision for Paul is spelled out here in
Acts 9:15;
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and, then, many years later, in Acts, Chapter
26, that vision is fulfilled.
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Most of you know that there is a long period
of time between Chapter 9 and Chapter 26.
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During that time, there were many
difficulties and obstacles and barriers.
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There was a lot of suffering and pain for the
Apostle Paul.
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There has been a lot of endurance on the part
of the Apostle Paul --
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endurance of starvation,
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endurance of stoning,
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endurance of lashing,
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endurance of insults,
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endurance of imprisonment;
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but the dream kept on burning
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and a vision kept on moving forward,
A RRIE— BT
because it was God’s vision,
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not something Paul created.
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From the time of Acts 9, when Paul was
confronted by the resurrected Jesus,
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Paul had experienced so much joy in seeing
people saved;
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but he also experienced many problems and
difficulties.
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In Acts 9:15, God told Ananias about His
vision for Paul;
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and, in Acts, Chapter 26, Paul gets the
opportunity to witness to the name of Jesus
before King Agrippa.
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Someone recently said that our world, for the
most part, lives for today.
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The future seems so uncertain that we have
lost our vision;
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and, therefore, we live only for immediate
happiness;
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but the Bible said that, without vision, people
perish.
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This is exactly what has happened to so
many Christians.
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They have lost sight of the blessed hope.
filfi 175 A RIS AR AT EE

They have lost sight of their God-given
vision.
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I pray to God that today be a day in which

every child of God who is listening to us
would renew your God-given vision.
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I have three things that I want to share with
you very quickly.
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These are three things that Paul was able to
overcome because of his God-given vision;
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and, when you know and obey God’s vision
for your life, you will be an over-comer too,
like Paul.
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The reason many Christians are not living

victoriously
R 2 EEEARET 1T NERY RN -

is because, either they don’t know how to, or
they refuse to obey God.
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Others don’t live the victorious life because
they have forgotten God’s vision for their life.
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Please listen to me, my listening friend.
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The truth is God has a vision for your life,
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regardless of your age,
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and regardless of who you are.
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Ananias surely told Paul about God’s vision
for his life;
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but seven years passed between the time

when Paul knew that God has given him this
vision and the time he began to preach.
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Can you imagine the endurance that Paul had?
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Simply because he knew that this was God’s
vision for him,
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and God never lies.
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If you do not know God’s vision for your life,
MRIRAKE G IR B RR

begin asking God what is His vision for you
TRATDAFIESKR A » g IR R R T R
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and He will show it to you.
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Now, I want you to look at those three things
about God’s vision in Paul’s life which
empowered him to overcome;
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and they will empower you to overcome also.
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First,
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he overcame human tendency.
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Secondly,
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he overcame natural inadequacies.
it BE T AR AN M FH AR A
Thirdly,
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he overcame surmounting obstacles.
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Because of God’s vision for Paul’s life, he
was able to overcome human tendencies.
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What are these human tendencies?
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In Paul’s case, after spending two years in
prison,

RRT R > FEWIREF T2 )5

it was a natural temptation for him to wonder
about God’s vision.
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It would have been easy for Paul to question
God’s vision.
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It would have been easy for Paul to say, “It
must be over for me.
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I’ve done my part.
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I have preached the Gospel around the world.
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God must have finished with me.
i E LSS W T RS Lry TF -

I want to get out of this prison and go to
retirement.”

HARTEE I R B AR A9 -
They are all human tendencies.
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Our human tendencies say, “Someone else
will be more effective.
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Somebody else has the right qualifications...”
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but had Paul given up at this point,
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he would have lost out on the fulfillment of
God’s vision for his life,
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a vision to testify to kings and rulers.
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Every one of us knows what these human
tendencies are.
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The problem is most of us allow these human
tendencies to keep us from fulfilling God’s
vision for our lives;
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so, my listening friend, be careful of allowing
your human tendencies to deter you from
fulfilling God’s vision in your life,
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because not only will God’s vision empower
you to overcome human tendencies,
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but, secondly, God’s vision will help you
overcome natural inadequacies.
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Paul tells us that he had an eye problem that
affected his sight.
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Paul tells us that he was not a very
impressive man.
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Paul said of himself that he was not very
eloquent.
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Just one of these inadequacies would have
been enough to discourage him.
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Our inadequacies are always before us.
HATTHER . > 0 H e BT TR A -

They cannot escape our attention;
LEBATIABERE -

but the issue is this:
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will you allow your inadequacies to hinder
you?
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Will your inadequacies render you
ineffective for God?
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Paul was able to overcome his natural
inadequacies
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because he knew that he was serving a
powerful God;
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but he also knew that his natural
inadequacies plus God’s adequacy are a
mighty force.
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Paul knew that it’s “not by power, nor by
might, but by My Spirit,” says the Lord...
REHBAEND © “NEFRES T - A2
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and he would not allow his inadequacies to
halt God’s vision;
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so he overcame his human tendencies.
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He overcame his natural inadequacies.
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Thirdly, God’s vision for Paul empowered
him to overcome the surmounting obstacles.
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Paul was in the court of the king.
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It would have been easy for Paul to be
intimidated by Governor Festus and King
Agrippa.
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It would have been easy for him to be
intimidated by all the regalia that surrounded
him in the palace;
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but, instead, Paul was confident of God’s
vision
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and he was not overwhelmed with the
surmounting obstacles,

35 A5 X L DL S A RS I 121 -

because he wanted the King’s salvation, not
his favor.
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Paul wanted to glorify Jesus Christ and not
himself.
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Paul wanted to seek and save the lost,
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because Paul not only wanted to tell the story
of his conversion,
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he wanted the conversion of everyone
listening to him.
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Agrippa may have scoffed at this attempt,
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but it was Jesus that Paul wanted to please.
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My listening friend, let me give you some
encouraging words, as I conclude today.

PR ZWIIA » £S5 KIVE REH 2T -
PSR

When you begin to feel defeated,
SRR A PRI A i -

when you become overwhelmed with human
tendencies,
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when you get overwhelmed with natural
inadequacies,
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when you become overwhelmed with
surmounting obstacles,
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you will discover that it is because you have
lost sight of God’s vision for your life
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and, at these times, you need to remind
yourself that God has a vision for your life.
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God has a dream for you;
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and God will empower you to fulfill His
vision.
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Will you begin today by asking God to reveal
to you His vision for your life
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and, then, let that vision empower you to
victorious living;
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and, then, write to us and let us know?
BEEEIRFEN] -

Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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