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Hello, listening friends.
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Thank you for tuning in for this second in the
series on wisdom,
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and I want to begin by talking about terror and
fear as very real emotions.
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Some people may deny their fearful emotions.
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Others may ignore their fearful emotions.
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On the other hand, there are many people who
allow their fearful emotions to control their
lives;
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but none of these are healthy ways of dealing
with fear.
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Now, fearful emotions are real;
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and that is why the Bible gives us so many
promises regarding overcoming fear.
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Why does the Bible want us to learn to conquer
fear?
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Because fear can become an emotional prison.
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Fear can be more powerful than chains,
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and irrational fear can be very destructive.
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Why do I say this?
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Because irrational fear destroys your abilities.
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Irrational fear can destroy your dreams.
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Irrational fear can destroy your potential for
God,
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and, most definitely, irrational fear can destroy
relationships;
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and, if you do not know how to overcome fear,
fear ultimately can kill you.
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Let me tell you three things the Bible tells us
about fear.
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First,
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fear is one of the devil’s most deadly weapons.
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Secondly,
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the devil controls fear.
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Thirdly,
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because the devil is a liar and the father of lies,
the devil always disguises fear as something
else.
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Now, there’s something else here of uttermost
importance that I want to tell you.
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Jesus Christ died on the cross to deliver us from
sin and the consequences of sin;
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but, also, He died to deliver us from fear;
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and that is why Jesus repeatedly commanded
His believers, “Fear not. Fear not. Fear not.”
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Now, of course, my listening friend, different
people have different forms of fear.
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Some people are afraid of failure.
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Some people are afraid of success.
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Some people are afraid of the past.
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Some people are afraid of the future.
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Still others are afraid of rejection,
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and still others are afraid of danger.
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Whatever your kind of fear is, it is not from
God.
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Your fear comes from the enemy of your soul.
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God is longing for you to overcome your fear.
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In fact, one thousand years before Christ, God
told His people something about fear.
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He told them that only God’s wisdom can
protect His children from fear.
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For those of you who are listening for the first
time,
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we are in the middle of a short series of
messages on wisdom.
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In the last message, we saw, in Proverbs,
Chapter 1, the plea of wisdom;
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and, here in Chapter 2, we will see the
protection of wisdom.
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In Proverbs, Chapter 2, Solomon describes how
God protects us from fear.
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He tells us, first, the condition of protection
from fear--
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verses 1 to 4;
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and, secondly, He tells us the consequences of
the protection from fear--
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verses 5 to 22.

ICFES B 2275 ©

First, the condition of receiving protection from
fear.
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In verse 1, it says, “My son, if you receive my
words....”
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The word "if”" is very important.
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This is a conditional promise.
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If you want the protection of wisdom,
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if you want the benefits of wisdom,
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if you want the reward of wisdom,
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then, you must be receptive to God’s wisdom.
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God gives us choices.
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When God created Adam and Eve, He
distinguished people from animals by allowing
people to choose.
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God created us as men and women, not as
puppets.
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When He created animals, God created them
with instincts to govern their behavior.
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You don’t have to tell an ant to store up
provision for the winter.
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A bee does not have to go to school to learn
how to gather nectar and make honey.
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Animals do everything by instinct,
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but God created humanity differently.
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He gave us the ability to think,

G e HAT I EHRIBETT -

and to reason,
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and to analyze,
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and to choose,
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and to make decisions.
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Above all, He gave humanity a spirit.
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Why?
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So that the human spirit can be indwelt by the
Holy Spirit;
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but, when Adam sinned, the Holy Spirit left
him;
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and every one of us inherited Adam’s depravity.
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Every one of us was born without the Holy
Spirit indwelling in us.
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From the time Adam sinned, all of humanity
was born with Adam’s sin.
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We are born with the inclination to choose folly,
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but Jesus came from Heaven as the second
Adam.
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Jesus came to earth as the last Adam,
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and Jesus came to set us free from the
enslavement of sin.
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Jesus came to set us free from fear;
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and, when His Holy Spirit dwells in us,
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He enables us to choose wisdom;
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and, when we choose wisdom, wisdom brings a
blessing with it;
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and, so, my listening friend,
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to receive wisdom’s protection, you not only
have to be receptive, but you must also be
resolute.

HERGRIEZRIRI » AR UEIERE EIR
B LERRMTTE) -

You must seek wisdom like seeking a hidden
treasure.
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When you are looking for treasure, you keep on
looking.
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You don’t give up for any reason.
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You are persistent.
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You are dedicated.
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You are committed.
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In the same way, you must be committed, also,
to the seeking of God’s wisdom.
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You don’t just say, "Well, I prayed for wisdom
and [ didn’t get it."
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No, you don’t give up seeking the treasure of
wisdom.
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This persistence in seeking wisdom is difficult;
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and, when it comes to seeking the wisdom of
God, you cannot have somebody else do it for
you.
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I’m sure you’re probably asking by now,
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"Where do I get this true wisdom?"
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True wisdom of God comes from His Word;
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and that is why we often offer you the Word of
God to send to you,
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because every time you search through the
Word of God, you will discover treasures.
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The more you seek, the more treasures of
wisdom you’ll find;
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but, secondly, wisdom’s protection also has
consequences--
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verses 5 to 22
TESH 2275 »

of Proverbs 2.
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The first consequence is that you will stand in
awe of God;
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and, when you stand in awe of God, God will
fill your heart with wisdom;
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and, when God fills your heart with wisdom,
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every time you open your mouth, you will say
something worthwhile.
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The consequence of wisdom’s protection is that,
when you speak, you will bless others.
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Remember this, my listening friend.
SRR - IR

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
not the end of it.
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Fear of the Lord leads to trust.
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Trust leads to love,
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and love casts out fear.
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I want you to dig a little deeper with me here
for a minute in verse 8.
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“.--guarding the path of justice and preserving
the way of His saints.”
“RHELRSF AT NI - 3 EEARY

JEO”

What does that mean?
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When a judge pronounces judgment, what is he
doing?
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Yes, he is punishing the wicked;
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but the judge is doing something else.
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The judge is protecting society from
wickedness.
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The judge is protecting what is right and true;
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and, so, the judge is not merely condemning the
wrong,
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the judge is also protecting the good;
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and, here, in Proverbs, Solomon is saying
similar things.
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The object of wisdom is to protect us from the
instability and the onslaught of the wicked.
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Verses 9 to 11 tell us that wisdom will bring
you pleasure in the midst of pain.
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Wisdom will give you peace in the midst of
chaos and confusion.
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Wisdom will shelter you in its safe cradle.
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In verse 12, he says that God’s wisdom will
actually shield you from those who intend to
mislead you.
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I am sure, my listening friend, you understand

that, sometimes, people plot and scheme to take
us where we don’t want to go.
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Because they do it so diabolically, we don’t see
their trick until it’s too late.
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God’s wisdom will keep you from being tricked.
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God’s wisdom will show you which way to go
when you are uncertain.
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These are the consequences of wisdom’s
protection.
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Wisdom’s protection will fill your mouth with
words of wisdom.
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Wisdom’s protection will shelter you from
danger,
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and wisdom will protect you from evil people.
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Let me summarize to you verses 13 to 22.
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There are forces in the world that are
continuously working hard to destroy what is
good.
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There are wicked people who try to convince

the children of God to fall into the dreadful trap
of sin.
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All of these evil and wicked intents can be
frustrated and eliminated.
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How?
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When wisdom is protecting you,
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when the wicked succeed in misleading the
child of God,
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he or she can only expect pain and distress;
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but, when you are in the arms of wisdom,
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wisdom will protect you from that pain and
distress.
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Well, some of you may be listening today
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who may have come out of wisdom’s
protection;
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and, now, you are living in fear.
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You may have engaged in dishonest business
deals.
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You may be even in prison.
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You may have opened your life to Satan’s
deception.
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You may have allowed your success to make
you arrogant.

VPRI BRI E A -

Wherever you are,
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today, you can get back under the shadow of
wisdom’s protection
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and, then, begin to seek it daily in the Word of
God.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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