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The Plea of Wisdom -3
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Hello, listening friends.
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We welcome you to this last in the series on
wisdom.
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I am sure you understand that the feeling of
being lost can be very frightening.
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The condition of not knowing which way to go
can be scary;
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and that is why we talk about those, who have
not accepted Jesus as the only way to Heaven,
as lost people;
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and every one of us was lost at some point;
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but God found us.
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It is absolutely true that more people fail

because of lack of direction in life than lack of
talent.
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Let me explain this.
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Whenever you are driving in unfamiliar
territory,
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all the talent in the world will not help you.
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What you need is a map.
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Regardless of your instincts,
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regardless of your sense of direction,
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regardless of all your abilities, you need a map.
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Without knowledge of where you’re going,
your journey will be not only dangerous, but
absolutely impossible.
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In a moment, we’ll be reading from Proverbs,
Chapter 3.
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For those of you who are listening for the first

time today, we are at the end of a three part
series on wisdom.
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From Proverbs, Chapter 1, we heard the plea of
wisdom.
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From Proverbs, Chapter 2, we experience the
protection of wisdom;
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and, here, in Chapter 3, we will discover the
path of wisdom.
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There are three things about the path of wisdom
that I want to share with you.
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First, in verses 1 to 12,
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we see that wisdom is built on trust;
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and, in verses 13 to 22,
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we see that wisdom is built on truth;
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and, thirdly, in verses 23 to 35,

B =HR M 23 23577 >

we find that wisdom’s bounty is tranquility.
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The first path of wisdom is built on trust.
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Look at verses 5 and 6 of Chapter 3.
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding.
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In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will
direct your path.”
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What is Solomon saying here?
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He is saying that there has to be a trust in the
counsel that comes from the Word of God,
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and God’s counsel needs no modification.
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There has to be a trust in the road map that is
provided for us in the Word of God.
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It means that we cannot improve God’s map,
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and, so, there has to be a trust in the direction
that is given to us in the Word of God.
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There has to be an unqualified acceptance of
God’s leadership.
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Why?
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Because God, the Holy Spirit, Who authored
the Bible, knew that some people are happy to
accept God’s plan for their lives only if they
like it.
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There are some people who are glad to trust in
the Lord with all their hearts, but only when
they agree with Him.
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A great preacher once said the following:
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“All believers have the Holy Spirit, but the
Holy Spirit does not have all the believers.”
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The path of wisdom is built on complete trust in
God;
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and that is why, in verse 5, Solomon begins by
saying, “Trust in the Lord with all your
heart...”
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and, then, he said, in verse 9, “Honor the Lord
with your substance and with the first fruit of
your produce.”
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What does that mean?
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It means that, if you truly trust God to prosper
you,
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you will give Him the cream of the crop—not
the bottom of the barrel.

IR —E 2R > AR RERBG A -
If you truly trust God’s provision for tomorrow,
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you will offer Him the first part of your income,
not what is left over.
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If you truly trust God to give you favor,
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you will place Him on the top of your budget,
not on the bottom;
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so, the path of wisdom is built on trust.
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Secondly, the path of wisdom is built on truth.
B MEZIHEVERZ | e

I think people the world over are forever
looking for happiness.
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They will do all they can to be happy.
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They are looking for someone to make them
happy.
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The truth is they will never find happiness that
way.
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The truth of the Word of God consistently
teaches that there can be no happiness apart
from holiness.
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The devil is forever muddying this truth.
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He is forever deceiving us into thinking that
happiness can be found in the next relationship,
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or, it can be found in the next financial gain,
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or, that happiness can be found in the next
success,

aiE o A ZEZE BT DU L

or, that happiness can be found when we
accumulate more;
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but, my listening friend, the path of wisdom is
built on truth,
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and, the truth is that there can be no happiness
apart from the Lord Jesus Christ.
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If Solomon were writing verses 13 and 14 of
Chapter 3 in the light of the New Testament,
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he would have said, "Happiness can only be
found in the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is our
Wisdom."
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Satan’s supreme goal is to get man to turn away
from God and God’s wisdom,
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and that is why, my listening friend, happy is
the one who finds wisdom,
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and the path of wisdom is built on truth.
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Wisdom is not built on crookedness.
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Wisdom cannot be built on twisted truth.
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Wisdom cannot be built on half-truth.
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Twisted truth will bring no happiness
whatsoever,

FEATEOUT » A0 ] B E A BET RIRIR
because the path of wisdom is built on truth,
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and only truth can bring true wholeness,
contentment, joy and fulfillment in life.
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The path of wisdom is built on trust.
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The path of wisdom is built on truth.
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Thirdly, the path of wisdom’s bounty is
tranquility.
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Do you know, my listening friend, the reason
so many people are not living in peace and
tranquility today, in the midst of the world’s
turmoil, can be explained in this true story.
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A Sunday school teacher told his class the story
that Jesus told about Lazarus and the rich man.
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The teacher explained how Lazarus suffered,
yet was contented and joyous.
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He explained how the rich man was selfish and
thoughtless;

il -t i B AR 3= 22 a0l 5 FA B FIRTES B T
I s

then, he explained how Lazarus was rewarded
in Heaven with peace and tranquility;
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but the rich man suffered torment and pain
every single moment for eternity.
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After the teacher pressed these truths on the
minds of the children, he stopped and asked
them a question.
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He said, "Boys,
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which would you rather be—Lazarus or the rich
man?"
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One boy raised his hand and said,
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"I would like to be the rich man while I'm
living and Lazarus when I die."
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This boy summarized what so many people
think.
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They think that they can live for themselves;
but, then, inherit the Kingdom of God.
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They think that they can be greedy and self-
centered now and, then, enter into the Kingdom
of Heaven.
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My listening friend, please listen very carefully.
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If you are a child of God redeemed by the
blood of Jesus Christ, you know that this is
impossible.
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You cannot have it both ways;
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and, because of that knowledge, deep in your
heart, you don’t have peace and tranquility.
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We are not contented until we seek wisdom,
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because we know that true tranquility is found
through wisdom.
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Let me share something with you that I have
learned from the Word of God.
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The Apostle Paul said the following in
Philippians 4:11:
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“I have learned to be contented in whatever
state 'm in.”
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That means that the Apostle Paul was not born
knowing how to be contented.
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None of us are born knowing how to be
contented.
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We have to learn this lesson;
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and, then, you and I have to learn it again and
again;
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and that is why verse 24 of Proverbs 3 says,
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“When you are in wisdom’s path, if you sit

down, you are not afraid. When you lie down,
your sleep will be sweet.”
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Listen to verse 26.
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“The Lord will be your confidence and will
keep your foot from being caught.”
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In other words, when you are in wisdom’s path,
your bounty will be a peaceful life.
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You will be blessed, coming and going.
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You will be contented, no matter what;
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then, finally, Solomon gives us some of the
things that we do, as we walk through
wisdom’s path.
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He said that you will not withhold good to
whom it is due.
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He said that you will not plot evil.
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You will not be argumentative and difficult to
get along with.
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You will not be envious of the temporary
success of the wicked.
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My listening friend, as I conclude, let me ask
you this:
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are you walking in the path of wisdom?
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Do you trust the Lord with all your heart?
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Do you place the truth of His Word above your
own desires?
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Do you want wisdom’s bounty?
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They can all be yours today.
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Ask the Lord Jesus Christ and He will grant it
to you.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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