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Hello listening friends, how glad we are that
you joined us one more time
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We are going to commence a new series of
messages today
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It is about how God works
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Have you ever read James 5:17 and 18
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Where he said that Elijah was a man like us
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He prayed earnestly and it would not rain and it
did not rain on the land
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Again he prayed and the heavens gave rain
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People often react in two ways to this type of
statement
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Either they will say that God does not answer
prayer like this anymore
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Or they might say
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I am not one of God’s super-spiritual servants
like Elijah
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And that is why God doesn’t answer my prayer
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Both conclusions are wrong
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The problem is that most people have never
taken the time or the effort to understand how
and why and when God answered Elijah’s
prayer
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As we will see in a minute, Elijah was far from
being super spiritual
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We will see him depressed and discouraged
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We will see him scared and frightened
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Doubting and defeated
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In other words, when James said that Elijah was
like us, he was in every way like us
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In fact, in this series of messages, we are going
to learn more about God than Elijah
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We are going to see how God works
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I often get asked these questions from people
all over the world
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How do you discern the voice of God
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How do you know it is the will of God
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How does God deal with you
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The truth is there is no secret to it
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The way you know God is from his word
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In God’s word, you see how God dealt with his

people
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In God’s word, you will see how God deals
with individuals
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And from these readings you will understand
the way God deals with you
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God is a consistent God
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God’s character is a consistent character
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And one of the examples we are going to look
at is how God worked with Elijah
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The first thing you will notice is in I Kings17:1
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If you have a Bible, I hope you will turn to it
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We find that Elijah appears from nowhere
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Out of the blue he just pops up on the scene
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No background
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No family tree
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No qualifications
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No explanations
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Elijah just appears
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Here’s what I want to communicate with you
today
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If you want to be effective for God
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If you want to make a difference for God
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If you want God to use you in a mighty way
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Listen carefully to how God works
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I want to tell you on the outset that God is not
impressed with what impresses people
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God is not moved by what moves people
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God does not judge people the way we judge
them
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God has a different set of criteria by which he
works for each of us
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Each of us is different and he uses each of us in
a different way
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It is the prayer of my heart that when you hear
these messages
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Your life will be effective for God
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The reason God was able to use a man like
Elijah or a woman like Esther
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Is because they were willing to step forward
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They were willing to get out of their comfort
zone
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They were willing to be used of God
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They were willing to be melted down for Jesus’
sake
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Let me tell you a word about King Ahab before
I get back to Elijah
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I cannot leave him out
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Ahab is an important element in these series of
messages and you will see him popping up
again, and again
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King Ahab was probably the most wicked king
in Israel
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But that was not his only problem
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He married a woman from Sidon, the daughter
of the king of Sidon
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And she was more wicked than her husband,
King Ahab
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But Ahab had another problem
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He was a first-class wimp
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And he did not have a spine in him
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But yet there was another problem
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Jezebel had a superior mind to that of her
husband
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Some have named Jezebel the Lady Mac Beth
of the Old Testament
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Back to Ahab
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Ahab thought that he knew better than his
fathers
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So instead of marrying a godly, Jewish woman
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Ahab decided to marry a worshipper of Baal,
the god of the Phoenicians
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There are so many Christians who bring pain to
themselves when they marry non-Christians
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I want to tell you something important
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You can do whatever you want to do with your
life as long as you know that the Scripture
could not be more clear on this issue
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God’s word says
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Do not be yoked together with unbelievers
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It’s in II Corinthians 6:14
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This was not just Paul’s suggestion
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Paul was telling us what the whole Bible was
telling us
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Paul was merely expounding on God’s

command to his people not to marry a non-
believer
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Jezebel was an intense worshipper of Baal
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And instead of Ahab converting her, she
converted him
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This is often the case
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Jezebel worshipped Baal, the god of the
Phoenicians, who is a symbol of Satan

HEGEBI AT AR FE 2 AR RREE T > To 2
HAYZRE -

But what did the people of God do
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They danced with Baal and worshipped Baal
filf 1FF 2 iR )

They disobeyed God and they lost their
privilege as God’s people forever and for good
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And that is why in the fullness of time
X N 2 B 2 i

God sent his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ
PRI ZE AR i AR -7 ERER LB
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And now the church of Jesus Christ is the
chosen people
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96. Baal was the god of power without
righteousness
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97. Baal was the god of lust without love
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98. Baal was a-moal and immoral god
B YR - A SOETER e

99. Baal had a bad side and a good side
fira ARy —m - AR —m -
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1. And the people never knew which side they
were dealing with
T AT K e AN & AT T2 7 o W — 1

2. Listen carefully my dear friend
SEZIANK - 1E AT H

3. I want to tell you something very important
HEG IR — R EERE

4.  And it comes from my heart
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5. There is a little Baal in every one of our hearts
FEBAT =D ARYL S — A/ IVINIE T

6. There is a little shrine in every one of our hearts
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7.  And God has been telling you to deal with that
Baal
L A T I XA AR B I

8. No, God is not telling you to pray about it
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9. No, God is not telling you to fast about it
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10. No, God is not telling you to read books about
1t
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11. No, God is not telling you to understand the
background of it and how you came where you
are
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12. No
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God wants you to exterminate it
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You know what it is
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Maybe it is a lust that has not been conquered
QUARSEO R 51k SUN: ) Eo e

Maybe it is the lying spirit that is forever
shading the truth
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Maybe it is a habit that you need to overcome

WX R T Z e AR — A~ > 18

Maybe it is a relationship that has no place in
your life
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And God has been saying to you
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Deal with that little Baal
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Deal with those little shrines
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Destroy them
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I pray that you will do so today
I BB 45 R BRBEIX 418 -

For if you do what Israel did and keep on
tolerating that Baal in your life
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Or keep on feeding it
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Or keep on flirting with it
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It can prove to be your undoing
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Little Baals in our lives are like gas leaks in a
room
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It leaks just a little bit every day until it is
ignited
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And a small spark will send the roof up in
flames
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And this is exactly what happened in Israel at
this time
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For years, Israel flirted with Baal and the
worshippers of Baal
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When Jezebel came from Phoenicia
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Bringing her gods with her
il & B C R

The whole nation of Israel plunged into
immorality

A L e A X B R A 1 TR TR 2
o

Back to Elijah
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Elijah the man who came from nowhere
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His name means Jehovah is my God
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In Matthew 27:46 and 47
TEERAETE 27 : 46-47 H

When Jesus hung on the cross
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He said, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabak teni
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And the people said, he is calling Elijah
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This same Elijah was given the awesome task
of confronting immorality and compromise in
Israel
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When you think about it, I don’t know whether
I want to take that responsibility
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Let us look at how God told him how to do it
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Verse 1
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Elijah confronts the evil in society by
confronting the leadership
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And I want to tell you tonight that there is no
home, there is no business, there’s no
organization or a church that will rise above it’s

leadership
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Elijah looked at Ahab and said
LRI & 25 G 0
As the Lord, the God of Israel lives, whom I

serve, there will be neither dew, nor rain in the
next few years, except at my word
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Then the Lord says something very curious to
Elijah after that
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After Elijah had just delivered his message,
God says to him
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Turn eastward and hide in the Charis Ravine
east of Jordan
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You will drink from the brook and I have
ordered the ravens to feed you there
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Well, some of you may be wondering, why the
dew
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We understand the rain, but not the dew
BATTUBABRA T » H 4% K&
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In that particular land, they get about 1/50 of an

inch of dew every morning which coats the
grass and the plants
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That’s what gave the greenery life
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If it were not for the dew there would be no
vegetation
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Everything would die
AV 25
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Yet the man of God said, there will be no dew
or rain for years
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Why
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God sent him message through Elijah to prove
Jehovah and not Baal of the Phoenicians is the
living God
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Can you imagine Elijah taking that message to
King Ahab
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And there Ahab and Jezebel and the members
of the court and the prophets of Baal sitting
together
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Elijah walks in and he makes a pronouncement
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The God before whom I stand
HUEAE 7K A P T AT -

Literally it says, there will be no rain

I can imagine after he left, Ahab and his cronies
probably looked at each other and laughed
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Elijah probably looked bad, smelled bad, and

dressed bad, and talked bad
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I imagine that they laughed at his simplicity
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But I want to tell you something very important
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They did not laugh for too long

il A =R A

Within a short period of time
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They were looking for him everywhere
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They went on all-out search for him
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They could not find him
filf TH A 2t -

Because God was hiding Elijah
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I’'m going to tell you more about how God
hides his faithful servant in the next broadcast
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Until the next time, I wish you God’s richest

blessing
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