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Hello listening friends, we are glad you joined
us one more time
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We are going to continue in this series we’ve
just begun on ‘How God Works’
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In the last broadcast I told you that God was

hiding Elijah
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Today I want to tell you of the importance of

God’s hiding program
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When God hides you, you are hidden
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When God protects you, you are protected
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When God shelters you, you are sheltered
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When God shields you, you are shielded
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You don’t have to be afraid when you are in
God’s hiding places
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God commanded Elijah to hide
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You say, wait a minute, God gave him a
message to preach
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And then he tells him to go and hide
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The answer is an emphatic yes
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You say, it doesn’t make sense
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This is perplexing
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Let me explain

LR R

God’s hiding places are always a preparation
for greater service to come
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Often our hiding places are puzzling and
perplexing
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I have no doubt that Elijah was perplexed at
this word from the Lord
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He was a prophet
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He was a leader
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But God said
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Leave here and turn eastward and hide
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This was a perplexing command to Elijah but it
was also a purposeful command
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Whenever God is preparing a man or a woman
for great things
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Invariably he sends them into his hiding places
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Joseph goes from being the favorite son of his
daddy, to being in the pit
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Then he went to Potiphar’s house
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And then to the prison
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God had to hide him before he could be the
prime minister of Egypt
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Moses goes from the luxury of Pharaoh’s
palace to the desert
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God had to hide him before he could use him
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Esther was hidden from view before she was
able to save a nation
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Why
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Because at the right time, God was going to
help Esther save the nation
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Our Lord Jesus Christ himself hid in Nazareth

for 30 years until the time when the Father said,
g0, now, publicly declare your Messiah-ship
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Paul after his encounter with the risen Christ on
the road to Damascus
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He went to northern Arabia to hide for nearly 3
years
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Is there a word for you from the Lord today in
this
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Absolutely
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Some of you mothers with young babies feel
like you have been hidden from view
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Because of your responsibilities your lives
seem to consist of

Washing and cleaning and doing all your
different tasks
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And you wonder, when is this going to end
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Providence has hidden you in that place
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What is God saying to you
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God is hiding you so that he can do something
in your life during that time
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There are some shut-ins who are listening to me
on the radio
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If you are one of these, he is hiding you there
for a purpose
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Some of you feel that God is hiding you in your
job
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You long to make a move, but God seems to be
hiding you there
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He is hiding you there for a purpose
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Many single people long to get married and
may feel that they are sitting by the brook of
Kerith asking why am I here
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God is hiding you for a purpose
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Some of you are in certain places in your
business where you have not been able to see
your way out of trouble for some time now
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You are working hard and wondering, what is
God doing
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He is hiding you there for a purpose
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God will hide you somewhere in the short run
until you are ready for what he will do with you
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God commanded his servant Elijah to hide
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I want to confess to you that hiding times in my
life were very frustrating times
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They were perplexing times
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They seemed to be purposeless
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But when I look back and see that God was
working his purposes out
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I can now rejoice
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If you have not been in one of these hiding
places
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God wants to send you there
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If he would ever use you, he wants to send you
there
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God cannot use you without sending you to this
hiding place for a time
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Why
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Because only there will he work his purpose
out 1n us
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There God often works both inwardly and
outwardly
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He works outwardly because there you have no
one else that understands you
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In these hiding places you have no book to
cheer you up
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In these hiding places, you have no friend to
relate to you
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In these hiding places, Elijah was at the bottom
of the ravine east of the Jordan
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It is quite a desolate place
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Nothing is there but rocks and trees and
dripping water
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But don’t underestimate these three things

HAZ/NE TIX =R

As Elijah looked at these rocks, he learned
about the rock of his salvation
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When he saw the trees, he remembered the
words of the Psalmist about the tree that is
planted by the living water
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As he saw the dripping water, he remembered
that from his innermost being will flow rivers

of living water
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God does an inward work also when you are in
Kerith
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Something happened inwardly in Elijah’s life
when God was hiding him in Kerith
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In verse 1 he is introduced simply as Elijah the
Tishubite
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In verse 24
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The widow of Zarephath, a Baal worshipper,
and a Gentile calls him a man of God
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God did something inwardly in Elijah’s life
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God can do something inwardly with you when
you are in his hiding places
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What did God do with Elijah in his hiding place
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He kept on peeling off one layer after another
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It is like peeling an onion
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You take one layer off, and the tears come
down
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You take another layer off and the tears come
down again
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Some of you are trying to hold on to these
layers, but God wants to get to the real you
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The only way he can do it, is by peeling you off
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He doesn’t want your projection of who you are
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He does not want your perception of who you
are
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He doesn’t want the public you
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He doesn’t want the outward you
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He wants the real you
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I want to tell you a story
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There was a young man who visited an elderly
monk in a cave
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The young man asked the monk
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Do you wrestle with the devil here
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The old monk said
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Oh no, I don’t wrestle with the devil, I wrestle
with God

Ao BAMBERES) > 5T -

The young man was surprised

FEE ARG

He said to him, you wrestle with God
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Do you think you are going to win
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And the old monk said, oh no, I want to lose
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Like Jacob at the Valley of Jabbok, he wrestled
with God until he lost
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Here was Elijah wrestling with God until Elijah
lost
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Only then he expects God’s hand of blessing on
him
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Only then could Elijah move from being Elijah
the Tishubite to being Elijah the man of God
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This command to Elijah was perplexing
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But it was also purposeful
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Thirdly, it was the place of provision
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Whenever you are in God’s hiding place
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You can be sure of God’s provision for you
TRE 2 B B BER -

God will take care of you
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Listen to what the Psalmist said
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Psalm 37:25
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I was young, now I'm old, yet I’ve never seen

the righteous forsaken or his children beg for
bread
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God had the most unusual catering service
ready for Elijah’s need

O LLRNE e 7 B R S H AR PR -

Part of this provision was natural and part was
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supernatural
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What do I mean by this
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Let’s look again at I Kings 17:4
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God said to Elijah, drink from the brook
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This is natural provision
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I have ordered the ravens to feed you there
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That is the supernatural provision
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For those of you who don’t know anything

about ravens
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They are ravenous birds
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They eat everything in sight and then some
more
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They are known to even starve their young to
feed themselves
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And this is the supernatural part

Fft DLiX g i
These were vulturous birds
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When you are in God’s protection program
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God can make the mean and the godless person
be kind to you
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When you are in God’s hiding places
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He will use the most unusual catering service to
take care of you
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When you are financially faithful to God he
will make the little to be much
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I know because I have been there
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I continue to be there
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I know what I am telling you is the truth
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But before we close, I don’t want you to miss
verse 7 of I Kings 17
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Sometime later, the brook dried up because
there had been no rain in the land
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What’s happening here
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Elijah became a victim of his own success
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Elijah was suffering with the rest of the nation
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I Want to ask you a question
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Have you ever suffered because of your
faithfulness to God
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Have you ever taken a stand and then
everybody was mad at you
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I sure have
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But I want to tell you that all kinds of brooks
dry up at some point in your life
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Business brooks dry up
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Marital brooks dry up
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Academic brooks dry up
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Ministry brooks dry up
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What is God saying when that happens in your
life
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He is saying, don’t worry, because I am
planning to do greater and better things

il - ANEHEIL » EODHOHIZEHE K
HELHYE -

God sent Elijah from a dry brook to a Baal
worshipping widow in Zarephath to take care of
him
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Sometimes God says
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Go to Kerith and hide with me

RHE LB — R -

And when you come out, you will be more than
you have ever been
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The question is this
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Are you willing to trust the Lord
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Are you so fearful that you are frozen in place
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My prayer for you tonight is that you would
trust him with all of your heart
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing
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