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Hello listening friends, we are delighted you
joined us again
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We are continuing in our series of messages
entitled, “How God Works”
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And I want to begin today by telling you a story
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It happened one gloomy day in 1857
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There was a man in New York City by the
name of Jeremiah Lanther
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He was looking at the newspaper as he was
riding on the train to his office
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And he became distressed when he read about
the depression that has gripped the nation
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And this depression caused fear and panic
among all people

X AT e TR AR o
Factories stopped production
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Thousands of people were unemployed
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Now Lanther himself was not rich or famous
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He was only a clerk
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However, he was a man who believed that little
plus God equaled much
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With unwavering faith, he sent out letters to all
his business acquaintances
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He told them that each day at noon a prayer
meeting would be held in his office
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Will they please come and join him
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With his optimistic faith, he arranged 20 chairs
in a circle
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But no one showed up
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He found himself all alone with 19 empty
chairs
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But there he knelt and cried to God
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Lord, change me and change my country
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The second day he was encouraged
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A few of his friends came
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Then it was long before all the 20 chairs were
occupied
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A short time later
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A similar gathering started on Wall Street
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Then another prayer meeting began on
Williams Street
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And then a fourth meeting started on Broadway
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Like wildfire, the movement spread to all parts
of the country
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Before long, a genuine Holy Spirit awakening
spread throughout the land
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Some historians, including secular historians
have said
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That this movement of faith was an integral

part of the economic recovery from depression
of 1857
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Well, we may not be facing a world-wide
economic depression yet

A VFRRAT TR e Tl 2t SRR 05T
%

But I want to tell you that there is a spiritual
depression throughout the world
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The reason I told you this story
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I don’t want a single person who listening to us
tonight
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Would say that he only speaking about Elijah,
and Elijah’s days
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I wanted you to know that God uses ordinary
people
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That is Elijah may be a big prophet for us today
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But in his day, he was nothing
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I believe with all my heart, that one person who
believes that little plus God equals much
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Will be able to make a difference
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This is the kind of faith that honors God
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And this is the kind of faith that God honors
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It is this kind of faith that is willing to risk
everything on the promises of God to which
God responds
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It is the kind of faith that says
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I may be nothing, but with God I can do all
things
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It is this kind of faith that moves God into
action
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Elijah was such a man
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He had no big genealogy
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No family tree
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No one even knew where he came from
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Elijah was a man whose name means Jehovah
is my God
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One solitary man
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Who came and confronted Israel and Ahab the
king
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And he faced them with their immorality and
corruption
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One man
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Elijah
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Who after experiencing a prophetic ministry of
declaration to the king and his wife the queen
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And to all those who are in the palace
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He heard God say
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Go to Caris
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This phrase means
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To be cut off and hidden for a while
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This same Elijah was now confronted by a new
crisis
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If you have just tuned in to this program tonight
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We are studying the third message in the series
entitled, “How God Works”
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Elijah is only an object lesson
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We are seeing how God works in the life of a
faithful servant
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And I pray that each of you will take this as a
word from the Lord to you and for you
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Don‘t say, I wish so and so could hear this
message
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This message is for you
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In I Kings 17:7
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Elijah is facing a new test
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Did you know that the way you handle a crises
situation can either honor God or dishonor him
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In verse 7
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We are told that the brook Caris has dried up
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God is putting his man through back to back
testing
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I Kings 17:9
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God said to Elijah
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Go at once to Zaraphath of Siden and stay there
IR S AL PR Rk 25 - (EEHRE -

I have commanded a widow in that place to
supply you with food
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I wish that the word of God would have told us
how Elijah reacted to this strange word from
the Lord
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We don’t know
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However

This is how most of us would have reacted
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We would ask God, God, are you sure
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Have I heard you correctly
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We would begin to give God a geography
lesson
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You know that Zaraphath is about 70 or 100
miles across the desert
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Zaraphath is the land of the Phoenicians
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Zaraphath is a smelly and polluted place
because they were melting metals there
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Zaraphath is where the worship of Baal is at its
worst
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Why Zaraphath Lord
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Why send me there
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God was not only preparing Elijah for the
greatest moment of his life, but in the greatest
moment in all of Biblical history
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God was going to teach Elijah a very important
lesson
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And the lesson is this
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Little is much when God is in it
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It is something we need to learn in these last
days
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Many of us are still living by sight and not by
faith
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God is going to teach Elijah that little plus God
equal much too much
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God doesn’t always ask you to go to places that
seem rational to you
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He doesn always send you on what seems to be
a logical trip
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Zaraphath was illogical and irrational for Elijah
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But Zaraphath was both logical and rational as
far as God was concerned
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Let us see how that worked
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Elijah was on King Ahab’ s {& most wanted
list
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If there were 12 on his list, Elijah would have
been number 1
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King Ahab was furious with Elijah because

Elijah came and announced a drought and then
he left
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Secondly
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Ahab men would have looked for Elijah in all
the logical places
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Ahab men would have looked for him in all
the rational places
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Thirdly
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Zaraphath was a Phoenician city
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It was only 7 miles away from Siden where
Jezebel’s father was king
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I reverence God with all of my heart
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But this command to go to Zaraphath appeared
to me as if God was playing a practical joke on
Elijah
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The man who was going to confront the
prophets of Baal was sent to Jezebel’s
hometown
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God was sending him to the very heart and the
very center of Baal worship
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Let me ask you this
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Have you ever found yourself in places in your
life where it does not make sense at all
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Have you ever sat down and said to yourself
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God, I will go anywhere in life except that
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Or
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God, I can put up with anything except this
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Then you find yourself ending up in that place
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And Elijah ended up in Zaraphath
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Not only does God sometimes take you to what
seems to be irrational place and illogical trip
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But there is a second thing that I want you to
notice here
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God often works on more than one front at the
same time
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Most of us are able to work on one or two or
even three fronts at a given moment
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Some of us are brighter than others and have
the capacity to do more than others
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But I personally cannot work on too many
fronts at the same time
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Some of you may
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God was working his purposes out on so many
fronts at the same time, that Elijah couldn’ t &
even fathom
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Let’s look at these fronts
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There was the obvious front of going from

Caris to Zaraphath simply because the brook
dried up
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God wanted to save Elijah from starvation
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But beyond the obvious
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God was working in Elijah’s life in ways Elijah
could have never expected
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Let me give you some of these
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First of all
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God was showing Elijah that he had a larger
purpose for the world than Elijah could ever
imagine
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He was showing him that he is the God of the
universe

FHELEUANEA R - f@ TR ES

When you stop being effective, God takes you
and puts you on a shelf
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As if God was trying to say to Elijah the
following
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I have the whole world on my heart
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I love the whole world
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Did you ever think that this seeming illogical
and irrational trip would serve as Jesus text for
his first public sermon
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You can read it in Luke 4:24
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When Jesus began declaring his Messiahship
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The first sermon he preached was in his
hometown of Nazareth
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He went to the synagogue and opened the
Scripture to Isaiah and started reading
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And then he said
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Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing
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The people understood what Jesus meant
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I am the expected Messiah
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They probably mumbled something like this
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We’ve heard that before
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Then Jesus continues
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In verse 25 of Luke 4
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I assure you that there were many widows in
Israel in Eljjah's time
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Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them
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But to the widow in Zaraphath in the region of
Sideon
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Then he told them about how there were many
lepers but God healed the Syrian general
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You know how they reacted when they heard
these words from Jesus mouth
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They picked up stones and they wanted to kill
Jesus
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Because they failed their narrow mindedness
and self-sufficiency to realize that God loves
the whole world
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God had a purpose for the whole world
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And so many of us are comfortable in our
communities and think that God just loves us
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Do you believe He loves the whole world
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Then don’t ever forget that God is working his
purposes out in more than one front
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He is working in every corner of the world
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Tune in next time and I will tell you the second
front in which God works
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Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessing
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