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Hello listening friends, we are glad you’ve
joined us one more time
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I want to remind you that when I left you the

last time we were talking about how God works
on many fronts
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We saw the first front
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And tonight I want to talk to you about the
second front
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God was showing Elijah
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Is that he loves Baal worshippers
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Even though he detests Baal
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Two years after Elijah was dealing with a Baal
worshipping woman
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Elijah was going to have the greatest

showdown between himself and the prophets of
Baal
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It is I Kings 18:16
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Elijah would exterminate nearly 1000 priests of
Baal
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But heres what God was saying
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Elijah
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I love these people
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That is why I want you to live for two years
with one of their widows
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When we obey God

= FAT DA #EH AT g »

God works on many levels that we cannot even
imagine
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And God knows that
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And that is why God doesn’t give us everything
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And God was saying to Elijah at this point in
his life that his purpose is beyond Israel
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And his purpose is for the whole world
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Remember this
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With obedience there is always a test
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And herein lay the test for Elijah
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When you are fully obeying the will of God in
your life
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One of the greatest temptations you have to
fight is what I call the first impression blues
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We see the first impression blues here in verse
10
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Elijah arrived in Zaraphath
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After traveling 75 miles or so
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He was cotton-mouthed with thirst
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Starving to death
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And the first sign he would see, Welcome to
Zraphath
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Population 2
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And because of the drought they will die
tomorrow
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I told you it sounded like God was playing a
practical joke on Elijah
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Elijah sees a woman collecting sticks and he
asked her for water and food
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She said, man you don’t understand
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My son and I have only little meal and little oil
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We’re going to mix them together, make a fire
with these sticks, cook this, and eat it, and then
both of us are going to die

FEMFEH S5 » FIm ~ A2k Dtz - 1z
5¢ > EALELILAE !

As if Elijah to say, no woman, you dont
understand
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You have been worshipping Baal for too long
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I want to tell you about Jehovah
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What Elijjah saw first was not necessarily what
he expected
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They did not have a big sign that says, welcome
Elijah
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We are glad the Lord brought you here
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The Lord already told us that you are coming
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There was no welcoming committee or a big
party ‘ ‘ N
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Elijah would have really felt good if this had
been the case
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But instead there was always the first
impression blues when you obey God

ORI MR SR A I > — TR LT
RN STTE
Thank God Elijah did not stay in that first

impression blues
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He went beyond those first impression blues
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He went beyond that which was impossible
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And he risked faith in Gods word alone
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Please listen to me carefully, I want to tell you
something important
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Until you are willing to risk everything in
trusting Gods provision
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You have not learned to live by faith
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If everything in your life is calculated, and
comfortable, and safe
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You have not learned what it is to live by faith
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Listen to what Elijah told this Baal worshipping
widow
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Before you bake that last cake for you and your
son bake one for me
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What was Elijah saying
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Was he being selfish
g AN EAREFLT 2

XM FFE IR



63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

Was he being self-centered
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No
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He was saying
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Bake God a cake first
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All for God of heaven first
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Trust in my Jehovah God first
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My God delivers on his promises
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Probably this widow trusted Baal
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She probably called upon Baal
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She probably sought Baal with all of her heart
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But Baal failed her
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Baal let her down
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And now she was ready to believe in the God
of heaven and earth
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Those who trust in the gods of mammon will be
disappointed
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Those who trust in materialism will end up in
miser
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Those who believe the lie that money and
prestige and possessions will make them happy
will find themselves in an emotional wreck
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Only when you trust in the one and only Savior
Jesus Christ, he is the only one who can give
you joy in your life
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He is the only one who can give you true joy in
life
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He is the only one who can bring you from
death to life
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He is the only one who can make your life
meaningful
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And he is inviting you tonight
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Lets look back at the woman
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And see what she was experiencing
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Elijah had already experienced God when he
left Gilead
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Elijah had already experienced God when he
left Ahab and went to the Caris brook
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Elijah had already experienced God when the
ravens were bringing him bread and meat in the
morning and bread and meat at night
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Now he’s asking a woman, whom he did not
even know to experience God
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And he’s asked her to risk in faith by trusting in
the true God
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It is one thing for you to risk in faith

HOAM—PIHi{E 5w > &0l

And it is another thing to challenge somebody
else to do the same thing
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Do you know why Elijah was able to do that
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He had come to believe that God was able to
work on both ends of the situation
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Did you hear what I just said
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Let me repeat it
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Elijah believed that God was already at work
on both ends of the situation
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He believed that when God told him to leave
Caris and go to Zaraphath
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God has already begun to work in the heart of a
widow in Zaraphath
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When God told Jacob to send his family to
Eg\ypt ‘
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It was because God had already been working
with Joseph
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When God told the Ethiopians eunuch to turn to
the book of Isiah
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It was because Phillip the deacon was already
prepared to go into the chariot and help him
understand
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Read about it in Acts chapter 8
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When God told Cornelius that someone was
coming
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It was because God had already told Peter to
get on his way there
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Read about it in Acts chapter 10 °
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Listen very carefully please
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The way you risk in faith is to believe that God
has already been working on the other end
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The Christian faith is not just give me, feed me,
entertain me
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God is gathering his sheep in these last days
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And we need to go beyond the shallowness and
self-centeredness
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I believe that the world wants to see Gods
people living with absolute faith in their living
God
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Let me ask you this
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What things have you done that your neighbors
did not do
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What have you done for God
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What have you done that the rest of the world is
not doing
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Look at verse 15
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The widow went away and she too risked in
faith by doing as Elijah told her
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The result of her faith risk is that there was
food every day
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For Elijah
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The woman
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And her son
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And her whole family
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You notice that in the Bible
RFFEERIE A »



27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

You’ll ask where did all this family come from
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The only conclusion I can come to is this
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When you are blessed of God
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Everybody wants to be your cousin
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How did God do it
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How did the flour continue to multiply and the
oil continue to multiply
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I dont know
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The Bible doesnt tell us
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But the God who said let there be light and
there was light
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He can speak to the crues of oil and say let
there be oil and there was oil
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Little plus God equals much
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Its true there wasn’t much variety of food
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Every day was biscuits with oil and oil with
biscuits
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God did not guarantee to give us everything we
desire or want
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But he did guarantee to give us everything we
need

AR VPG 5 BAT IR 75 AT ©

Paul did not say to the Philippians
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My God will supply everything that you want
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No
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Paul said my God will meet all your needs
according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus
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Read about it in Philippians 4:19
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I want to bring this message to conclusion
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I want to conclude with a story

LE I — MRS R

I pray that God will imprint the message on
your heart today
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There was a little boy who was standing on the
sidewalk in the middle of the block
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He was obviously waiting for something
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An older man approached him and asked him
what is he waiting for
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The little boy confidently told the older man
that he was waiting for the bus
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The man laughed at the boy and said to him
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The bus stop is in the next block
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The boy acknowledged that fact and then
insisted that the bus will stop right here
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The older man became annoyed at what he
thought was insolence
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He raised his voice and told the boy
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You had better start walking if you want to
catch that bus
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But the boy turned down his suggestion and
said that he would continue to wait where he
was
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And the man fumed at the boy and he walked
off
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Before the man could get too far
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He heard the screeching of the brakes and
behold the bus stopped for the young boy
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The bus door opened and the youngster started
to board the bus
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Just before he did
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He turned toward the man down the street and
yelled
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Hey mister
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My dad is the bus driver
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Those who have risking faith are precisely
those who know that their heavenly daddy

comes for them in ways that seem to be
impossible for the rest of the world
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Let me ask you this as I conclude
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Do you have a risking faith
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Or are you comfortable with your calculators
and your logic
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Or are you living only in the realm of the
possible
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Has God been telling you to trust him fully,
completely and you are holding back
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Has God been asking you to walk in faith and
you are digging your heels
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If God is calling you to take a risking faith I
urge you to respond to him
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This is the secret of blessing and the secret of
power
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If you’re a person who does not know Jesus
Christ as your personal Savior
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Your risking faith is to come and to trust him
with your life
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Trust him that he is the Savior of your life
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There is no other way
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I am the way
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The truth
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And the life
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I pray that you will make that decision tonight
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Until we meet again
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I wish you Gods richest blessing
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