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Hello listening friends, we’re delighted you join
us again
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We’re continuing in our series of messages in
title “How God Works”.
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I hope you are prepared with your Bibles and
ready to listen
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often when people are angry with God
CIIEPNISEGY 258

they take it out on the Christian leaders
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when a family member or a friend gets mad
with God
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they take it out on the godly person that is
nearest to them
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because like this woman, this type of anger is
often accompanied with guilt
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look at the later part of verse 18
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she said
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did you come to remind me of my sin and kill
my son
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death often brings guilt up to the surface
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I have seen people grieve in funerals
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they don’t only grieve over their loved ones
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but also for their own sense of guilt and failure
in the face of the inevitability of death
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I want you to understand the way God works
el BEBIRREI B HTE BRI ITIE ©

this Baal worshipping woman did not know
Jehweh as she should
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she thought Jehweh is the same as Baal
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and because Baal was a vindictive god
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and because Baal was the god of tit for tat
o )2 — (L DR b 2

so she thought that God was vindictive too
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however
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this woman’s son did not die because of her sin
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she was thinking like the disciples in John
chapter 9
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when they saw the blind man, they asked Jesus,

whose sin, the man or his parents to cause him
to be born blind
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Jesus said, neither he nor his parents but that
God may be glorified
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we as people often draw a quick conclusion and
pass rash judgments
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we make quick connections between sin and
calamity
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instead we should watch and see how God
works
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and take these difficult circumstances and use
them for His glory
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I want to get away very quickly from this
woman’s guilt and anger to see how God’s man
reacted to this calamity

PRAEFRAT 128 NI A A3 R R PR - Ba ok
AP CAIRIBES RGN (L NS P S
what did the man of God do to cause God to

perform the very first resurrection ever
recorded in the Scripture
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there are several things I want to tell you
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take time to get a pen and write these things
down
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verse 19
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Elijah did not defend himself
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that is the first thing
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he did not try to give her a theological lesson
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that’s the second thing
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he did not condemn her false view of God
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that’s the third thing
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he did not defend himself

A N EH C R

he did not try to give her a theological lesson
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he did not condemn her false view of God
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instead
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he said a few words
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give me your son
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he had just been attacked and assaulted and
reviled
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but he knew that this was her pain talking
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he knew that this was hurt talking
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he knew that this was guilt talking
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there are many times when you are in the pit of
pain
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that you lash out on those who are innocent
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there’s something important here for us to learn
from Elijah
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Elijah saved his questioning of God until he
was alone with God
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look at verse 20

HEE 207

when Elijah carried the boy upstairs, he said to
God
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oh, Lord God, why
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here is that why again
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I don’t want you to miss this point
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Elijah never said that downstairs where the
unbeliever was struggling with that same
situation
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I want to tell you something very honestly
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verse 20 is not a very good prayer
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in fact I can tell you categorically that it was a
bad prayer
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even though it was Elijah, the man of God who
prayed it
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Elijah was just as wrong as the widow was
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but he was perplexed
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he was agitated
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he must have had some fondness for the boy
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but his prayer was wrong
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it accused God of bringing tragedy by causing
the widow’s son to die
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listen carefully please
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God is an awesomely good God
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because God is an awesomely merciful good
God
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he allows us to say some very sorry prayers
sometimes
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especially when we are confused and agitated
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God is not going to get dizzy and fall off his
throne because you prayed a bad prayer
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I can’t imagine God in heaven looking down
and saying
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I am not going to take any more of this bad
prayer
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no
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God is an infinitely merciful God
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then there’s the third thing I want to share with
you today
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your intense and persistent praying according to
the will of God makes a difference
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now | don’t mean that you may be able to
perform resurrection
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but when you have nothing left except God
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when you have stripped yourself of everything
except God
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when you have taken hold of the horns of the
alter and persist in prayer
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your prayer will make a difference
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there is a fourth principle here I want to teach
you
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Elijah went to the place where he had met God
on a daily basis
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Elijah went to the prophet’s chamber where he
communed with God on a regular basis
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he went upstairs
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the place that had already been sanctified by
the hours spent in prayer
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and when calamity came, he took the calamity
to that place
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do you have a place where you meet God on a
regular basis
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do you have a place that is set aside so that
when calamity strikes when your life’s blasting
blows you away, you know where to go
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look at verse 21

IHEH 217

and I want you to notice the intensity in which
the man of God prayed
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he stretched himself upon the boy three times
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why did he do that
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the Bible does not tell us
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this is the first resurrection ever recorded in the
word of God
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Elijah did not have a manual to go to and look
up how to raise people from the dead
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I think the old man was so broken hearted and

weeping that he didn’t know anything else to
do
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and he thought he would do whatever it takes
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as if he was trying to pass his own vitality upon
the body in front of him
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this is a picture of the kind of prayer that does
something with God
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in this humble home of a Phoenician, Gentile,
Baal worshipping woman
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God did the first recorded resurrection in the
Word of God
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it was not in Jerusalem
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it was not in Galilee
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it was in Zaraphath
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I want you to look at God’s response
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first see how restrained the word of God is
Bt o IRE LA I EAYICE -

the Lord heard Elijah's cry and the boy’s life
returned to him and he lived
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now if movie-makers were making a movie of
that moment
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they probably would have included thousands
of extras on the set
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with angels singing and trumpets blowing
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but that is not the way God’s word is presented
to us
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there is no showmanship
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there are no television cameras
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there are no fund-raising gimmicks
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that boy did not write the best selling novel
about what is on the other side of death
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no
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these are all man’s ways
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God’s way is very simple
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you don’t have to try to convince anyone when
it is the word of God
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you don’t have to explain it away
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this is the secret of the authority of the word of
God
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that is how you know that it is the word of God
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it is unexplainable
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it’s simply says, God did it
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and what is the unbelievers response
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God did it
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listen to what the woman said
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now I know that you are a man of God
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why
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she saw the reality and the intensity and the
integrity of faith under fire
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she testified to the word of God when she said
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I know that the word of the Lord from your
mouth is the truth
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this woman was honored in Hebrews11:35
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she was listed in the saints hall of fame with all
of the big names like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
and Sarah
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Hebrews 11:35 says
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Women received back their dead raised to life
again
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this widow whose name we do not know
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made the role call of faith of all times
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she came to know the living God

R IAIR T KA

is your name written in the faith hall of fame
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you may think that nobody knows your name
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but God does
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he knows you by name
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and he’s inviting you to come to him
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I pray that you do so
HERIRX AAE -

until next time, we wish you God’s richest
blessing
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