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Hello listening friends, we are glad you’ve
joined us one more time
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it is the desire of our hearts and the prayer of
our lips that these messages have been
impacting your life

HATH O AR e - XS B AR B IRy
Ao o

let me remind you that when I left you last time,

I told you that God does not like luke-warm
believers
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God wants full commitment
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today I want to tell you about what God does
with committed people
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again, turn to I Kings chapter 18
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Elijah said
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I am outnumbered
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now to most of us, being outnumbered 2 to 1 is
terrible
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20 to 1 is a disaster of epic proportion
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but to be outnumbered 850 to 1 is impossible
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to have 850 people saying to you that you are
wrong is inconceivable to most of us
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this is where Elijah was
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standing alone in front of the establishment plus
the leadership of the country
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I want to tell you about some of the problems
that we are facing in this world today
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our greatest problem in this world is this
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we tend to follow the masters of lies
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we are forever looking at what others are doing
and then deciding what we should do

Bl 12 B WiE »

this does not please God
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social scientists reveal that 75% of teens

allowed peer pressure to override their own
better judgment
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and I believe adults would not do much better
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let us look back at the picture I painted for you
on Mt. Carmel
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all the odds were on the side of Baal
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while Jehweh had all the handicap
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but you see, the central condition of the contest
is that the God who acts, is God
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the God who answers is God
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our God is the God who acts

HA N2 HATERN



28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

most often he acts in response to his people’s
faith
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most often he acts in response to his people’s
obedience
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can you imagine all these confused Israelites
coming on top of the mountain
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and there watching what is happening in front
of their own eyes
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they are like many people today who believe
that God is there but never have a personal
relationship with him
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they believe that Jesus died on the cross
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but he is irrelevant and divorced from their
daily living
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they may go to church on occasion
il HH/ Rt =R 2

but they may also read the coffee cups and go
to fortune tellers
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imagine these people standing there wide-eyed
watching for 9 hours how the 850 prophets of
Baal called upon Baal with no response
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I honestly think that the prophets of Baal
sincerely believed that Baal would hear them
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there is nothing worse than being sincerely
wrong
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there is nothing worse than being a deceived
deceiver
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they could not get Baal to hear them
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so they started dancing around the alter that
they made
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they were gyrating
PIEHER -

they were jumping up and down
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they were doing it all to get Baal’s attention,
but to no avail
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imagine Elijah standing there quietly
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patiently
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for 9 hours
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I don’t know what he was doing during that
time
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but by noon time he just couldn’t take it
anymore

HEFRF > fSSERAET -
in verse 27
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he began to taunt them saying
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shout louder
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Baal is getting hard of hearing lately
mIT B HE R

after all, he is a busy god
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he is probably on an errand somewhere
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ah, he tires very easily these days
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well, he’s probably taking a nap
fh ol AEREE T o

actually there is a graphic Hebrew word here in
verse 27
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which means that Baal probably went to the
bathroom
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finally when they got desperate, they began to
cut themselves with knives hoping to provoke
Baal’s compassionate response

mJo o ATITE AT hE - 16 S 2 TR
BEIE R - = FEIE



62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

7.

78.

but to no avail
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do you ever wonder what King Ahab was
thinking
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I imagine he thought to himself
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but Jezebel told me that Baal was real
HEGERIA 2 & IR E AR R ARG
let me ask you a personal question
i

does your God honor your trust in him and
answer your prayers
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especially when you pray according to his will
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listen to me very carefully
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we all put our trust in something or someone
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if you put your trust in material things
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then your children are empty
RINEZF RS RZE
can your material things fill them
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no
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I submit to you that your material things will
stand there in mockery because they cannot
answer
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if your god is a god of rationalism that says, I
think, therefore I am

U FEBRMEE S > BB -

when you confront tragedy in life, can your god
answer with the peace that passes
understanding
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does he answer with a hope that is beyond
description
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no
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I submit to you that you or your rationalism

will stand aside in mockery because it cannot
answer you

CHIFIR > BME R 2SR » KIANRET 2 IR
FE -
if your god is sensuality
MRITERIFACER
when you come to the end of the road and you
feel your immortality
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you can cry to your sensuality but the flames
have already become dust and ashes
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it will not answer you
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can your god answer you when you cry out to
him

IRE 2 [l IR 2

my God does
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his name is Jesus
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call upon him today
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in verse 30
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we read that later in the day, Elijah said the
following
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let me show you how my God works
B HOX HRE T

Elijah asked them to come near
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there is no hocus pocus here
Bea

there are no smoke and mirrors
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there is no make believe
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there is no slight of hand
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our lives are an open book
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come close and see how my God works
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99. and as the sun began to sink into the
Mediterranean.
2447 BH v A
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1. Eljjah took 12 stones, each representing one of
the 12 tribes of Israel
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2.  he repaired the altar of God
HBHFER R -

3. do you know why he repaired the altar
TREE A A (1 2 B R R 2

4. he repaired the altar because God’s alter had
been torn down out of neglect
[ J ISR 58 2 2 T RIS - 7 DA s
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5. God’s altar had been torn down out of misuse
HERN 4 f S8 B2 R R FH T {285

6. God’s altar had been torn down out of
negligence and running after other gods
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7. can I ask you a personal question
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8. how is your family altar
TRR R E S I 000 2

9. isitin disrepair
EMEARE 2

10. how is your prayer altar
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11. what kind of shape is it in
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12. 1is it in disrepair out of negligence
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13. out of being busy with other things
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14. in contrast to the dry wood that Elijah allowed

the prophets of Baal to use, he saturated the
wood with water
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he had people carry water all the way out of the
Mediterranean Sea all the way up to Mt.
Carmel
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about 1500 feet high
1500 REiyLl b e

because you remember there was a drought
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so they had no way of getting water other than
from the Mediterranean
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there were 12 barrels of water which they
poured out

filfi M8 T 12 K

saturating the wood
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just to make sure, Elijah said, go and get four
more
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why did he do that
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why did he saturate the wood and make a
trench around the altar
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he wanted to give all the odds to Baal and all
the handicaps to Jehovah
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you would do yourself a disservice if you
missed the blessing of verse 36
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Elijah did all of this in perfect obedience to the
Lord
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so when he prayed publicly, he only prayed a
few words
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Elijah had already prayed privately for three
years
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he did not need to stand up and dance around
the alter for hours
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this is the thing that we often miss in our lives
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it is not the length of ones public prayer that
God cares for
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but the strength of your prayer
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it is not the economy of your words in public
prayer
FRAETHA WA T %0 -
but the intensity of your private prayer
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and that is why James 5 said that Elijah was a
great man of prayer
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do you know that some of these unbelieving
critics have said the following about Elijah
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that he must have had one of those magnifying
glasses and concentrated the rays of the sun to
start a fire
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the Holy Spirit knew that some silly people are
going to say that
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and that is why he emphasizes two things
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not only that the wood was wet
MEAKREEEIER »
but it was also sundown, not sunup
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probably by now, some of you are saying
WiFE A2
why doesn’t God do that now
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you have to understand that this was a moment
in time in salvation history where everything
was at stake
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I mean Abraham, Moses, Joshua, David, the
Kingdom, everything hung on the balance
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God does not work like that most of the time
unless it is a moment of absolute decisive,
critical, world-changing times
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for when people saw fire came down from

heaven and burnt everything in sight, they fell
on their faces and cried and said
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the Lord, he is God
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I want you to listen very carefully please
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great as this event was in Biblical history
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but we do not look back to Mt. Carmel for
salvation
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why
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because we have something greater and better
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we look back to Calvary
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we look back to the empty tomb
HAT B kB S B

we look to the resurrected, glorified, soon
coming back Lord

HATTERR 2 DAL YE » SMRAY - miiR 2
FERAY T HEER

when fire came at the day of Pentecost
HAITTA K

men and women were changed forever and for
eternity
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and they became filled with the power of the
resurrected Christ
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so we don’t look back to the fire that consumed
stone and wood or even water
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but to the fire that cleanses us and purifies us

B AT A AT AT K
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we don’t look to the fire that consumed the
sacrifice
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but to the fire that consumes us with zeal to
declare to the world that Jesus is Lord

12 PRIEHAT ] 4 e 5 e o5 B BR L 2 TEHY
Koo

how do you think God convinces your neighbor
that he is the Lord
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he wants to do it by your deeper and purer inner

life that enters in and burns the dross of
compromise in your life
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by burning that indecision in your life and
burning that indifference in your life

BREARAE ar R ILEBEA A A KL

so that you are able to confront your world
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that I may be able to confront my world
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maybe you are to confront only one person with
the claims of Jesus Christ
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God wants to do it through the perceptible
change in your life
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so that people will say why are you different
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he wants to do it by our display of his power in
our daily life
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that we don’t live by sight like the rest of the
world but by faith
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he wants us to do it so that we see the unseen
HEEA X LA » RO ZERA B AR AN BE
DLEY

he wants us to do it by our exhibiting such

unity of spirit that people will have to say,
behold, how they love one another
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he wants us to do it by our bearing of fruit
A28 AR SE

he wants us to do it by our witnessing
FHERA S AE -

he wants us to do it by our zeal and love for the
lost
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and here’s one way you can do it
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say to him
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lay some person on my heart so that I can pray
for that person’s salvation
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then when that moment comes that God
provides you, you can confront that person
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God called Elijah to confront 850
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but that doesn’t mean he necessarily wants you
to do the same
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however, he is calling you and me to confront
the enemy, Satan, by confronting one person at
a time
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then watch how God sends the fire of salvation
from heaven to that one person
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it is my prayer that you will be burdened with
that fire tonight
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until next time
TRTEBIL

I pray for God’s richest blessing upon you
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