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Hello, listening friends.
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I 'am so glad you tuned in to listen to this
program
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And I hope that God is using this series of
messages to encourage you along the way
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I want to talk to you about something that I
have noticed from my travels around the world
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especially in the last few years
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I have noticed that people make promises so
easily and break them so easily
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in days gone by people thought hard and long
before they made a promise
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why
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because they intended to keep these promises
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even at a personal sacrifice
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there was a time when a mans promise was his
bond
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somehow today, we make fleeting promises and
then tomorrow, well, I’'m sorry, I just couldn’t
do it
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and we think we can get away with this
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well I thank God that when he makes a promise,
he does not make frivolous promises that he
does not keep
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God always keeps his promises
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he has privileged me to experience him in the

past thirty-some years enough to know how
faithful he is in keeping his promises
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I know that his word tells me that and I believe
it

HHIE » BOMREE 200 » BB 40E -
but I have experienced it and walked with him
long enough to know he is a faithful God
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there is one thing that God cannot do, and that
is not keep his promise
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his promises may not be fulfilled the way you
want it or when you want it, but he always
keeps his promises
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will you open the word of God please to I
Kings chapter 18 beginning at verse 41
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here we will see Elijah clinging to the promises
of God
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someone said that he was kneeling on the
promises of God
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now, before I get to the text, I want to tell you
first, that some of God’s promises are
conditional
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what do I mean by that
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they depend on us to do something before they
are answered
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other promises are unconditional
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secondly
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some of God’s promises are personal
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they are limited to one person at a given time
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other promises are for all believers all the time
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now, let me remind you what happened
immediately after that magnificent event of
God’s intervention and sending a fire from
heaven on Mt. Carmel
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remember
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the fire supernaturally licked up everything
within sight
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now you will notice in I Kings 18:41
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that Elijah tells King Ahab to get home quickly
because rain is in the forecast
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Ah, this is a magnificent picture
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if I were to translate it literally, it might not
make sense
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because it says
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I hear the feet of rain approaching
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did he hear it by faith, or did he hear it literally
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it really doesn’t matter
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Ahab went down to eat and drink
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but where did the man of God go
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he went back to Mt. Carmel to kneel on the
promises of God

il [ B0 L - B e AR L

he went up to pray
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please listen to what I’'m going to tell you very
carefully
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the promises of God plus prayer equal the
fulfillment of the promises of God
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let me put it another way
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prayer plus promise equal God’s provision
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let me put it another way
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keeping the condition of the conditional
promises of God plus trusting that God will
fulfill them equal the intervention and
fulfillment of God’s promises
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the promises of God are certain
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but they do not always mature in 90 days
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I often say, that when God makes a promise
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and faith believes it
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and hope anticipates it
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and patience quietly awaits it
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it will happen
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now [ want to make a confession to you
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I trust in the promises of God
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I believe the word of God
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and even when it comes to hope anticipating it,
it is a little harder, but I still go along with it
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but I have the hardest time with the last one
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patience quietly awaits it
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I am not very patient by nature
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I want things to happen very quickly
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let’s look back at Elijah
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what kind of promise did God make Elijah
regarding the rain
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it was a conditional promise
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when Elijah was in Zaraphath with the widow,
God said to him
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go and present yourself to Ahab and I will send
the rain
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that was the condition for rain
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here’s what God was saying
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if you will do that, I will send rain
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remember, it had not rained for 3 V2 years
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but Elijah's obedience was the condition for the
fulfillment of God’s promise
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there are so many promises in the Scripture that
are conditional promises
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many Christians tend to confuse these two type
of promises
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and they end up frustrated simply because they
have not understood the Biblical principle here
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they did not understand how God works
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many Christians today love to claim the
promises of God
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but they want to escape the conditions of these
promises
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however, God must be true to his word
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God is the one who sets these things in motion
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he is not going to change them

AN 2 B Y

the Bible says that you sow and you reap
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write these verses down
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II Corinthians 9:6
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the book of Hosea chapter 10 verse 12 and 13
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and in Luke 6:38, the Bible says
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give and it will be given to you
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there is a period of waiting between the time
you sow the seed and the time you reap the
harvest
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I have never seen a farmer dig up the seed to
see how it’s doing
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he has to wait
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there is a time for waiting
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even so he may get some setbacks in his harvest
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but God’s law of sowing and reaping always
work
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the kind of things that you sow you will reap
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I have never seen a farmer who sowed cotton
and reaped wheat or corn
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if you sow wheat, you get wheat
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if you sow cotton, you get cotton
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this picking and choosing goes something like
this
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people say
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I will believe this part about God, but not this
part
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I will live by this part but I will not live by that
part
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this is what I call cafeteria Christianity
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pick and choose
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they want this passage and that passage from
the Bible but they don’t want other passages
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but God’s word is one word
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in fact when I was thinking about this, how
people pick and choose I thought about the 3
little sisters who had just returned from a
wedding

X Aol Fe AR —
—MEtLZ)E

and they decided to play their own game of
wedding
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each little girl had a role to play
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one was a bride
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one was a groom
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and the other was the minister
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as the game began
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bride and groom stood next to each other and
the minister asked a question
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do you take this man for richer or for poorer
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the little bride replied
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for richer
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now we as adults do some things like that
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we want to pick and choose

HATE AL R PRk

we want to believe that part but we don’t want
to believe the other parts
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Proverbs 3:5 &6 is a conditional promise
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if you commit your ways to the Lord
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he will bring it to pass

LA R E L K

but if you want to pilot your own ship your way
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and then when you are in trouble cry out to God
to bless your plans

= URE B RDHERRS A T SR AL R — LU -

you have violated the conditions of the promise
and therefore the fulfillment of it
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if you have violated the condition of the
promise
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you should not expect the fulfillment of it
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in [ John 1:9
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is used by some of those carnal Christians
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when they get themselves into sin they just say,
we’ll dial I John 1:9
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if we confess our sins
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that is the condition
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then he is faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins
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this is the fulfillment of the promise
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carnal Christians just want to live any which
way they want and then use this text to please
themselves
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and their confession is only a lip confession
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lip confession without determination to change
is a cheap repentance and does not obligate
God to forgive you
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confession must include the decision to forsake
sin
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some of God’s promises are not only
conditional
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some of them are also personal
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there are personal promises and universal
promises
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this promise to Elijjah was a personal promise
made specifically to one person at a definite
time
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you get into trouble when you make personal
promises to be universal promises
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for example
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in Mark 16:16
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Jesus made a personal promise to the disciples
for a definite time
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the promise found in Mark 16:17 & 18
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it is to do with treading on vipers and drinking
poison
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that was a personal promise for a period of time
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anyone who would take a personal promise and
make it a universal promise will tempt God
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many Christians get into trouble because of that
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we often think that we have to spend hours in
prayer convincing God to bless what we are
trying to accomplish
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instead we should be spending hours in prayer
for God to reveal his purpose to us
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I can tell you from personal experience the
following
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whenever you bring your efforts into alignment
with God’s purpose for your life you will be
blessed
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and Elijah understood that whenever you align
obedience to God with God’s promises, God
will answer
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whenever you fulfill the conditions of the

promises you can safely claim the promise and
the promise will be fulfilled
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God cannot lie
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he cannot deny himself
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if you are spending many a night on the side of
your bed instead of sleeping in it
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asking God for what you want
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save your time and energy and begin to ask him
what he wants you to do
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will you do that with me tonight
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will you pray that God will reveal to you what
he wants you to do
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our Heavenly Father
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we thank you for your promises
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teach us to distinguish between conditional
promises and universal promises
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and give us the power to live up to those
promises
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so that we may bring glory to your name
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in Jesus name
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amen
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