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Hello listening friends, I'm glad you’ve joined us
again
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Last time we ran out of time so [ want to tell you
the rest of this story today
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I hope you are prepared with your Bibles and
ready to listen
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Look with me beginning with I Kings 21:15
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When Jezebel heard that Naboth was dead
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She went to Ahab and said
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The vineyard is yours
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It is our anniversary gift
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Verse 16
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With cold-heartedness, he went down and took
possession of it
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My listening friend
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I hope you are continuing to listen very carefully
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The word of God has never denied that it is an
imminently realistic book
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The people in the Bible have not been taken out,
washed, dressed up, wrapped in cellophane
paper and presented as perfect people
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No
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The Bible says
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In Hebrews 11:25
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There is pleasure in sin for a season
HHEEWIERZIR -

If someone covets another mans business
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Or another mans wife
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Or another mans possession
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There is a moment of anticipation in that
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When you are riding the wave of sin
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Of covetousness
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You may feel that you are larger than life
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That you are above the circumstances
TR [ EhET

Ah, but it’s only for a season
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There is a question that every honest person must
ask at this point of their life
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So many great men in the Bible asked it
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And it is this
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Where is God
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Where is God when an honest man like Naboth is
unjustly killed
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Where is God when a woman like Jezebel defiles
the whole nation
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Where is God when a vacillating wimp like Ahab
can go into Naboth’s vineyard and enjoy the fruit
of his greed
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Where is God in all of this
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This is the very question that the Psalmist asked
in Psalm 73
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In fact he confessed that he nearly slipped
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Listen carefully please
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God is there
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Just because he is merciful and long-suffering, it
does not mean that he is not just
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Don’t judge by appearance
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Don’t think that this life is all there is
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Be patient and wait and you will see the
goodness of God
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God always has the last word
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He really does
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I Kings 21: 17says
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The word of the Lord came to Elijah the
Tishibite
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Go down and meet Ahab, the king of Israel
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Who rules in Samaria
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He is now in Naboth’s vineyard
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Where he has gone to take possession of it
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God knew that this wicked man was ruling over
Samaria
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And God knew that this man was now enjoying
the fruit of his sin in Naboth’s vineyard
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God told Elijjah to say what will be the
consequences for every wicked person
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God just sped up the time so that we could see it
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Here’s what he said
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Don’t enjoy your vineyard too much
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For the dogs that lick Naboth’s blood will lick
yours
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Listen carefully my dear friend
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Don’t ever confuse God’s patience as God’s
weakness
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Don’t confuse God’s patience as if it is God’s
indifference
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Don’t confuse God’s patience with unfairness
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God will always have the last word
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Can you imagine how Ahab felt every time he
heard a dog bark
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Does God always execute judgment immediately
like this
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Usually he doesn’t
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It is an exception that Adam is confronted by
God in the Garden
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It is an exception that Cain was marked
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It was an exception that David was confronted
with his sin

A EFFRR > 2 Foh -

It is an exception that Harod the great dies rotting
inwardly because of his slaughtering of infants
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It is an exception that Anninias and Saphria drop
dead immediately after lying to the apostles
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These may be exceptions
XA 7 FUR — R

But they are examples
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These examples are enough to remind every one
of us that the consequences of sin can be
immediate or delayed
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But don’t make a mistake about it
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No one will escape the justice of God
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God will always have the last word
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You may think that you are getting away with
your unbelief
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You may think that you are getting away with
your life of compromise
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You may be tempted to think that God doesn’t

care about your sin because nothing has
happened to you
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No my f riend
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Don’t mistake God’s patience for weakness
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The Bible said that God commands all men
everywhere to repent
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For he has appointed a day which he will judge
the world
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By the man he has appointed, Jesus Christ
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I Kings 22:34
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Ahab was shot in the battle where he was
disguising himself
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Was it an accident
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No, there is no accident with God

Ao TEMBEAEARN S o

Ahab went to battle disguising himself but the
arrow shot him exactly

METERSS EIRAE T HC > Al A # i
S
Listen carefully to this dramatic aftermath
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King Ahab told his driver to get him out of the
battlefield because he was wounded
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All day long he was propped up in his chariot
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And his blood ran on the floor of the chariot
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After they buried him
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The chariot was washed at the pool in Samaria
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Where the prostitutes bathe
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There
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The dogs licked up his blood just as the word of
God had said
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I told you God will always have the last word
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Ah, there is an irony here
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Ahab introduced the worship of Baal along with
its cultic prostitution to the nation of Israel
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So the dogs licked his blood from the pool where
the prostitutes bathed
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He had shed the blood of Naboth

flli 7 FAERY I -

Now, his own blood was shed
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Let me tell you as I conclude about three
judgments
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There is an internal judgment
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Which you do yourself, to yourself
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There is an external judgment
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God takes care of that
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And then there is an eternal judgment
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It will go on forever and ever
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I want to tell you this day
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That the best judgment is the internal judgment
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Why
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Because when you judge yourself
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And you do it between yourself and God
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You literally stop God from judging you
externally
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I don’t know what it is that you need to judge in

your life today
BAKBEE IR A b - 75 EAEVRLL 5 T ]
frEC

Perhaps it is a relationship that does not belong
in your life
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Perhaps you have some possession or money that
does not belong to you
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Perhaps it is unbridled lust or covetousness after
something or someone
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Perhaps it is an anger that is eating you up
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Whatever it is, the Holy Spirit is able to tell you
what it is that needs internal judgment
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The best thing that could happen is that internal
judgment
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Because the Bible says
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If we judge ourselves
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We will not be judged by God
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It is the desire of the merciful, loving and
compassionate God
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That the very moment that we are convicted of
sin is the very moment that we repent of it
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In fact, this is the measure of your growing in
Christ
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You can measure your growth in Christ by how
short the time is between the time you come
under conviction and the time you repent
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If internal judgment does not happen
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You will be judged externally
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And if that does not work
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And does not bring you to repentance
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The worst of all judgments will take place and
that is eternal judgment
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If the only option you give God is eternal
judgment
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Then this is the only option you are going to get
back
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By now some of you are probably asking
BUTE > FTREHLE A B -

What can [ do
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IJohn 1: 7 says
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The blood of Jesus Christ his son cleanses from
every sin
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I’m not talking about just renewing a
commitment
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I’m not talking about just an emotional
conviction
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I’m talking about the thing that you need to do in
order to show the fruit of repentance
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I’'m talking about the restitution that you need to

pay
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You have the choice whether to place yourself
under internal judgment
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Or external judgment
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Or eternal judgment

HEERHEHAIZT

You have a choice whether you place yourself
under God’s mercy or God’s judgment
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This is the privilege God’s giving you today
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I like to pray with you that this would be your
decision tonight
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That you would say, forgive me Lord Jesus for I
have sinned
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And I will make restitution of all of my sins
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And you can be sure that God will answer this
prayer
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That is his promise
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Until we meet again
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I wish you God’s richest blessing
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