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Hello listening friends, we’re glad you joined
us one more time

SRR » AR 4R BE R MO He Al TR 75
H o

We are continuing in a series of messages, we
entitled it, “How God Works.”
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And we are focusing on the life of Elijah
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And today I want to tell you about being
careful where you get your advice

G RBIERRIRIR » T EETHCR UL -
And I want to begin by telling you a story
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It was a man and his young son
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And they were climbing a mountain
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And they came to a place where climbing was
very difficult and even dangerous
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And the father asked the son to wait while he
investigated the road ahead
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And halfway through the most treacherous part
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The father heard this son saying
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Choose the good path, Daddy
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I am coming right behind you
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If there is one thing parents can be sure of it is
this
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Your children are always following your path
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Whether you know it or not
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Whether you like it or not
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Our children are watching what we do, more
than what we say
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If our children see us put our trust in God
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They will grow up putting their trust in God
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If our children see us grateful and indebted to
God for his blessings
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They will grow up to be grateful and indebted
to God for his blessings
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If our children grow up hearing us speak the
truth all of the time
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They will grow up telling the truth all the time
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If our children hear us saying the same thing to
peoples’ faces as we say behind their backs
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They will grow up to do the same
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When the Bible talks about generational sin
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It is not necessarily talking about something
genetic as much as it is talking about learned
behavior
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Abraham lied about his wife Sarah, not once
but twice
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What did Isaac do?
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He lied about his wife Rebekah in the same
fashion
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His grandson, Jacob, lied to his father Isaac
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His children lied to him
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Lying became a generational sin in that family
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Why?
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Because children and grandchildren were
watching their parents and grandparents
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And what they saw them do was more
influential than what they heard them say
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Let me tell you another story
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After President Lincoln was assassinated
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Mrs. Lincoln summoned Mr. Parker who was
the president’s bodyguard into her room
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She said why were you not at the door to keep
the assassin out?
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And with his head bowed, Mr. Parker replied
E e 2 2 Sk [l i

He said I have bitterly repented
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But I did not believe that anyone would kill
such a good man in such a public place
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And that belief made me careless

RAAE R E 7B -

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

38.

59.

60.

61.

He said I was attracted by the play and did not
see the assassin enter the box
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You should have seen him said Mrs. Lincoln
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You had no business being careless
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And with that Mrs. Lincoln fell back on her
pillow and covered her face with her hands and
began to weep very deeply
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Go now, it is not you that I cannot forgive, it is
the assassin
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I am telling you this story to tell you this
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Tad, the president’s young son
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Had spent that miserable night after his dad’s
death, underneath his father’s executive desk
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And after he heard this dialogue between his
mother and the bodyguard
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He was heard to have said
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If daddy had lived, he would have forgiven the
man who shot him
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My father forgave everybody
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Young Lincoln had been watching his father
IINRE AR AT Ry AL

He had been listening to his father
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He had been observing his father
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And he knew that his father was a forgiving
man
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I want to take a moment and speak to the
fathers and the mothers
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Whether you like it or not, the real legacy we
give our children is not money or material
possessions
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It is not prestige or fame
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What we will leave our children is our walk
with God
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Our godly heritage
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That is the real legacy
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And in this series of messages we have come
to this episode where we have an example of
how children not only watch their parents
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But most often, also follow in their footsteps
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Ahab and Jezebel lived a godless lifestyle
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So did their children
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Ahab and Jezebel compromised their faith and
the worship of Yahweh
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They made Yahweh to be in the image of Baal
AT TELEL T ER A AR T HERIAE

And their children followed suit
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Please turn with me to Second Kings chapter 1,
beginning at verse 1
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After Ahab died
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Ahaziah became king
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After less than two years on the throne
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He fell through the lattice in the upper chamber
in Samaria
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And he was seriously injured
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So he sent messengers telling them to go to
inquire of Baal-Zebub
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The god of Ekron
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Ask him whether I'm going to recover from
this injury, or die
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You see, like father, like son
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Perhaps Ahaziah saw his daddy celebrating all
of the Jewish holidays, while privately trusting
in Baal
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Ahaziah perhaps saw his father pay lip-service
to his Jewish heritage
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But privately they talked more about Baal than
Yahweh
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Ahaziah perhaps saw his daddy, King Ahab,
go to the Jewish temple on Saturday
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But for the rest of the week, he bowed to the
1dols of Jezebel
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My listening friends
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Your children are watching you
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The world is watching you
RXAEFIER HIR

They want to know how Christians walk
il AR R B A 2 B AR TR Y -

They want to know how leaders walk
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And when Ahaziah got into trouble, what did
he do?
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96. Did he go to the living God Yahweh to ask for
help?
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97. No
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98. Did he say, let me find out if there is a God in
Israel?
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99. No
fse A !
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1. Did he say, let’s find Elijah so he can pray for
me?
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2. No
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3. When he got into trouble, he turned to Baal-

Zebub
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In fact, you can go further than this in the
history of Israel
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When the kingdom was split, after the reign of
Solomon
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Jeroboam, one of Solomon’s sons who ruled
over the Northern Kingdom of Israel
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He was so wicked that he set the theme for the
next 19 evil kings of that kingdom
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Ahaziah was no different
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He turned to the occult for revelation about the
future
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There are many people who turn to fortune
tellers and coffee cup readers for counsel
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And some of them go to church on Sundays
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This is Satan’s way of making the occult
respectable
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God does not take this very lightly
AN ZEL G BT SR -

The very fact that he is patient and merciful
and that he is waiting does not mean that he is
not angry
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In this series of messages
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Entitled, “How God Works”
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I want you to look at how God deals with a
Hebrew king who consulted the occult
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King Ahaziah was injured and he wanted to
know whether he was going to live or die
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So the first thing he thought about was what he
heard from his daddy
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His daddy always took Baal very seriously
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So Ahaziah sent messengers to Ekron where
they had a god whose name was Baal-Zebub
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A god known to be the god of the future
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Because he wanted to find out whether he’s
going to live or not
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We are told that boys love to imitate their
fathers
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Even little boys
B2 F 2B LT »
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Ahaziah was imitating his father Ahab instead
of coming in brokenness and contrite heart to
Jehovah God
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Instead of coming in repentance, asking God to

heal and forgive him, Ahaziah went to inquire
of the god of the flies

a1 e I A SRR IR e Ut - [
Fo3K R e o

Look with me for a moment to see what Baal-
Zebub is all about
EBEATREBE I MRFEEMT 2R o
He is mentioned in the Old Testament four
times
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All of them, in this chapter, Second Kings
BETEN| T TR —3 o

In verse two
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Verse three
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Verse six
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And verse sixteen
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Baal-Zebub is strange, and eerie -sounding
name
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But he was a very powerful god
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When you know that he was a storefront, or a
window dressing, you will understand what I
mean
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Let me explain this
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Earlier in this series of messages, we saw that
Baal means god or lord
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In the Hebrew language, Zebub is a verb,
means a fly
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In fact, it is the same in Arabic and Aramaic
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In its very ugliness the word means the god of
the flies
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Ekron was one of five major cities in Philistine
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It was the center of worship of Baal-Zebub
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Who was known not only as the god of the
flies, but the god of the future

75 AR R > Rk 2 o
Why was he known like that?
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The flies often plagued ancient Palestine
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When they used to get one of these plagues,
people were often terrified of flies
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These plagues are like something you’d see in
a horror movie
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Where millions of flies swarm at homes and
streets and farms and everywhere
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They did not have repellent back then
AT AR b S A A L 2

So Baal-Zebub was thought to be the god of
the flies
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They believed that he sent these plagues
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And in order to appease him and cause him to
stop these plagues
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They would absolutely bow down and worship
him
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Baal-Zebub was also known as the god of the
future

005 ML SRR Z
If you want to know the future of your job

TSRS SR AL 4T »
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Whether you’re going to get married or not
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Or if you are going to come into some money
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What would you do?
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You go to someone who is possessed of this
particular god
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Now this is not harmless fun
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Turn with me to Matthew 12:22 and I will tell
you about this Baal-Zebub
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Where that fortune-teller is coming from
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This god of the flies
XAl 2 R R
The bible says
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That they brought to Jesus a blind, mute,
demon-possessed man
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Jesus healed him
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He could both talk and see again
fgiaE s - tHEEF UL T ©

A marvelous release of this blind, speechless,
prisoner of demon
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Verse 23
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All of the people were astonished and said
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Could this be the Son of David?
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What did they mean by that?
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Every faithful Jew knew that when the
Messiah comes
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The mark of his Messiahship would be the
release of the people from the power of Satan
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So they were asking
It AR AT 1A 1] -

Can this be the Messiah?
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Can this be the Son of David?
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The people were absolutely ecstatic over what
they saw
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But look at the predictable reaction of the
Pharisees
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Listen to what they said
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It is only by Baal-Zebub the prince of demons
that this fellow casts out demons
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They were talking about Jesus
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And Jesus rebuked their unbelief and he told
them that Satan does not cast out Satan
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For a kingdom divided, could not stand

AR L —E B9 5 > SR

As I conclude, I want to make a very special
point
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Our Lord himself acknowledged the reality of
that sinister demonic force, Baal-Zebub, the
prince of demons
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So when you are even tempted to look at the

horoscopes or consult with ouija boards
remember
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Remember that you are dealing with a
storefront of Baal-Zebub, who is Satan himself
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You are opening yourself to such dangers that I
cannot even explain
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You are really playing with fire
HIRZHEDTK

You are tempting God
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You are opening yourself up to Satanic power
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Next time we will hear more about this
dangerous fever

TR BT ER X fE R
Until that time, I wish you God’s protection
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